
 

HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 455185 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 725297 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (SBDC): 472222 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Motherôs Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess  

Womenôs Institute: 421034 

Police: 473412 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrewôs Church 
Rev Joy Daniel 01582 424363 

Wardens: Tony Willson 482681 

Ken Crossett 414168 
 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Julia Dowding 730129 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
Post Office: At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large  

Website: slipend.co.uk  

SCHOOLS 

Slip End Lower: 720152 

Five Oaks: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 608641 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Christine Benson: 456200 

Christinebenson@bensons-autosupplies.co.uk 

Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Geoff Daniel: 424363 

geoffdaniel@btinternet.com  

Ken Crossett 414168 

kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Mike McKevitt: 720596 

mike.mckevitt@mndassociation.org 

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Nikkie West: 402312  

parishclerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Sallyann Hills: 721343 

shills@capitalmanor.co.uk 
Philip Penman: 455185  

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ruth Gammons 738398  

fairgreen@btopenworld.com 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Stay: 724685 

Richard.Stay@bedscc.gov.uk  
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Margaret Moran: 01582 731882 

sultanau@parliament.uk 



  

HILARYôS CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

We had an enjoyable evening at Hilaryôs 

Christmas shopping event that was featured in 

last months Parish News. There was plenty to 

eat and drink and lots to look at. Indoor plants 

in beautiful containers, outdoor baskets of 

plants, as well as dried flower arrangements 

and gifts galore.  

It was good to be able to do some Christmas 

shopping in the warm and meet up with old 

friends. Good idea Hilary.  

Sue Briggs 

 

ALLOTMENTS & GARDEN ASSOCIATION  

Digging and trenching can be done in the 

vegetable garden throughout the month as the 

weather allows and the ground is not frozen or 

too wet.  Continue to bend down leaves over 

the curds of broccoli as they form. 

Finish fruit and shrub pruning.  Burn all 

rubbish, clean and repair tools then sit back 

and look through catalogues for interesting 

things to grow next year.  

 

We still have a few 

vacant plots on the 

allotments.  

Call Derrick on 

736892. 

 

Ten brownies attended the remembrance 

Service at St Andrewôs Church along with 

other uniformed groups. 

We are now making things for Christmas. I am 

pleased to report that four new girls have 

joined us and are settling in well. 

Gillian Plummer 

 

 

The Rotary Club of 

Dunstable shares an 

international motto 

of ñService above 

Selfò.  

The Club members 

raise money during 

the year to put into 

their Benevolent 

Fund and once a year this money is distributed 

to charities local to Dunstable and the 

surrounding villages. 

To this end an Antiques Fair is held three 

times a year at the Dunstable Leisure Centre 

where the majority of the income goes to the 

Benevolent Fund.  The next Fair is on New 

Year Bank Holiday which is Tuesday 1st 

January 2008 and is open to the public 

between 10am and 4pm.  Admission is a 

modest £2 per person. 

How can you help? 

By having a stall at the event: Please contact 

Alan Tarsey on 01582 872673. 

By attending the event 

By becoming a member of The Rotary Club 

and helping worthwhile causes in the 

community. 

More information can be obtained from Roger 

Sharp on 01582 606405 



  

ALEY GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 

Come let us anew 

Our journey pursue 

Roll round with the year 

And never stand still till the master appear. 

The Autumn Fayre was very well supported by 

Village and Circuit friends. It was wonderful 

to welcome people into Aley Green Church 

and offer them food and refreshments, and to 

have a chat over a cup of tea. We raised £842 

towards the running of the church.  

At our Junior Missions for All and Methodist 

Homes Sunday service last month, lead Jo 

Prowse and Ann Meader, the children who 

have been collecting all year for JMA  

received their rewards.  Between them they 

have raised over £600. 

We will also be received and blessed the 

shoeboxes for Link Romania before they 

began their long journey in time for Christmas. 

Coffee and tea was served after the service. 

The October Coffee Evening raised £16 for 

Cancer Research. The November Coffee 

Evening raised funds for the Leaders of 

Worship and Preachers Trust. Hot and cold 

drinks, homemade cakes and preserves were  

available and also books and videos. 

On Saturday November 10th we joined in the 

Ecumenical Quiz Night. On Remembrance 

Sunday the 11th November we joined in with 

All Saints Church, Caddington at the 

Remembrance Sunday Service.  

Dates  for your Diary: Wednesday 5th 

December Coffee Evening. Sunday 9th 

December 3pm. Sunday School Christmas 

Concert. Friday 14th December 7pm. 

Christmas Musical evening with buffet. 

Proceeds to Keech Cottage Children's Hospice. 

The Grace of God has dawned upon the World 

with healing for all Mankind. Psalm 827 v1. 

With love and prayers from all at Aley Green 

Methodist Church.  

Ann Meader 

SLIP END POST OFFICE 

 

Did you know that Slip 

End has the only óopen 

counter Post Office in the 

area?  

Anil can be seen above 

behind the counter and 

how much more friendly is 

it when you need to speak 

to someone and don't have 

to shout across the glass 

screens to be heard.  

As featured on the back 

page, not only can you 

send your parcels, use the 

post office facilities, do 

your shopping, you can 

also draw your cash out of 

the ATM machine without 

paying commission. 



  

DANCES AT SLIP END V ILLAGE HALL  

 
It is with regret that all the dances for the rest 

of this year have been cancelled due to lack of 

support. I hope to try again next year and if I 

get enough people interested we will be able to 

continue but if not future dances will be in 

jeopardy.  Donôt folk enjoy a good dance these 

days with good company and in the local hall?  

Hope to hear some encouraging news from 

you dancers out there (or even non-dancers 

willing to give it a go) 

Shirley Knapton 

 
With the very popular 

óStrictly Come Dancingô on 

the television at the 

moment, it would be a good 

opportunity to get to the 

village hall and practice 

your quick-step! 

 

Editorial Note  

óWhat do organisations have to do to get 

support these day? Years ago if anyone had 

anything on at the Village Hall it would be 

packed out with people!  (Anon)ò 

If anyone has got any suggestions as to how to 

get people along to events held at the Village 

Hall perhaps you would like to write in with 

your ideas.  

It is hard for groups to keep going these days 

without getting support from local families and 

friends. Please try and help by going along to 

fund-raising events and encouraging the youth 

from the Parish.  

If we donôt use it, we may lose it! 

KEEPING OUR PARISH TIDY 

The tree  which blew down on the green in 

Crawley Close last Spring has been rooted up 

and replaced. Cllr Steve Fuell installed  a 

protective fence around the sapling to protect 

and help it grow to maturity in the fullness of 

time.  Matt Ogier-Russell was busy too last 

month, installing a litter bin at Coronation 

Garden: Thanks Matt. 

Here at Parish News we have been encouraged 

that the Parish Council and others around the 

village have worked to improve the appearance 

of the place which had been getting insidiously 

tatty.  Hopes are that further projects will be 

put in place in the not too distant future. 

Particular word of thanks must go to Pauline 

Smith and Richard Gurney, who are 

contracted by the Parish Council to keep areas 

of the village mown and tidy.  We strongly 

suspect that they put in additional time and 

enthusiasm for which we are truly grateful.  

Now, if only we could do something about all 

those muddy verges.... 



  

SLIP END SANTA  

It was about 28 years ago 

when Pete Ray, dressed as 

Santa,  first toured the 

village on the back of Tony 

Willsonôs truck  With him 

was Allison Ray dressed as a 

Dog and Clare Willson as a 

Cat. Steven Pantling also 

joined in the fun and dressed 

as an Elf another year. Santa 

and his helpers visited local 

pubs and clubs, collecting for 

the local charities. 

Sleigh drivers in the past have included Tony 

Willson, Mick Plummer and Pat Nelson.  

Santaôs helpers have included the late Wilf 

Fleckney, Roy Knapton, Ernie Pantling, Roy 

Twiching, Norman and Andrew Goad, Alan 

Hughes, David Stanfield, Sean Childs, Ken 

Gough, Danny Branon, Roger Thrift, Alan 

White (from Florida) and Dudley Crossland 

(from Singapore).  

We would like to thank all the drivers and 

helpers who have taken part in the last twenty 

eight years and to all the villagers ï please be 

generous this year when you see the Santaôs 

out collecting on Christmas Eve. 

Pete and Babs Ray. 

Christmas 2005, a triple Santa turn-out: do you recognise them? 

WINNERS FROM SLIP END 

The lovely dance group on the front cover  and 

opposite are: from left to right: Charlotte 

Burgess, Beth Challenger, Louisa Fallon, Ruby 

Wilson, Lucy Fletcher and Ellie Stanfield from 

the local school of Irish Dancing in Slip End. 

They are proudly showing off medals which 

they won in competitions recently.  Although 

having taken part in only two competitions, 

they have won 16 prizes between them, which 

is quite an achievement. They gained high 

places in their dances and were invited to take 

part in a local championship on 1st December. 

So we wish them all good luck! 

If you want to join the lessons to compete, take 

part in exhibitions, to keep fit or for fun, 

classes are on Thursday at 4.30pm in Slip End 

Lower School Hall.  

The girls all live in Slip End and ages range 

from 7 to 11. The younger girls go to school in 

Slip End and the older girls go to Five Oaks 

school in Caddington. 

Class ages ranges from 5 to under 7ôs at Ã2.50, 

over 7 £3.  Adults can also join in or I can  

arrange a separate class if enough people wish 

to come along 

Teresa Flaherty 

Well done girls, you all look lovely in your 

costumes. 

Editor 



  



  

SLIP END YOUTH CLUB  

 

Following initiatives from within the 

community and with help and 

encouragement from Slip End Parish 

Council, Parish News is very pleased to 

report great news: Slip End Youth Club is up 

and running! Janet Crawley and Nikki West 

have written in with some news and details .... 

 

Weôre under way! 

The youth club has made an astounding start 

and we now have about 30 youngsters who 

cannot wait to get through the door. It is a 

successful beginning both from the kids point 

of view and for the whole community! 

We have had donations from lots of local 

sources, including Fantastic Fireworks., we 

have a table tennis table: The St Albans 

Buffaloes gave us £600 for equipment,  which 

has been spent on  an air hockey, pool 

table  and football machine. We had a grant for 

£1500 from Bedfordshire County Council 

(thank you Richard Stay for your support): 

Christine & Howard Benson are providing 

membership cards: and lots more! 

There have been donations from other people 

for which we are very grateful and some in the 

Village have volunteered to help. We are 

looking for anyone who can spare us a few 

hours. We are planning a programme for the 

Youth Club with trips and fun things.  One of 

our important aims is to promote good 

citizenship, develop life skills and get the 

youngsters actively involved in the community. 

We would like to send out a warm thank you 

to everyone who has helped and donated to get 

us started.  We still need donations and 

volunteers to help us on our way, so please 

continue to help if you can.  

Our children are our future and we need 

evertone to understand and think on this! 

Janet Crawley 

 

The club was launched on 21st November 

2007.  It runs every Wednesday evening from 

7 to 9 pm (except on 26th December).  

It has been set up by Janet Crawley and Nikki 

West over the last 6 months or so. Tracey 

Burgess has joined us in the last few weeks as 

our Youth Worker and she has done an 

absolutely brilliant job.  We have also had a 

good response from local people who are 

interested in working as volunteers and we are 

keen to hear from anyone else who would be 

interested in helping out, even if they can only 

support us occasionally. 

Initially the club will run for a ten week trial 

period, as Peter Edwards Hall has kindly been 

given to us free of charge for that period.  

Based on an exceptional First Night last 

month, Janet and I are confident that the club 

will continue indefinitely. 

Funding for the equipment has come from a 

variety of sources including both County and 

Parish Councils and donations from local 

businesses and Round Table groups. 

We will include some photos and a more in 

depth article, but in the meantime hereôs 

wishing all Parrish News readers a joyful 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Nikki West 



  

ST ANDREWôS CHURCH 

Services & Events in December& January 
Midweek Communions take place monthly at two venues in Slip End, details from Joy.  

Thursday 6th 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Morning Praise 

 Wednesday 12th 10.30am Pram Service meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 16th 10.30am 

6.15pm 

Holy Communion 

3:16 meet in the Family Room 

Friday 21st 2.30pm Woodside Home Carol Service 

Sunday 23rd 10.30am 

2.30pm 

6.00pm 

Nativity Service at St Andrews 

East Hyde Carol Service 

Carols by Candlelight at St Andrews 

Monday 24th 11.15pm First Communion of Christmas 

Tuesday 25th 9.15am 

10.30am 

Holy Communion at East Hyde 

Christmas celebration at St Andrews 

Sunday 30th 10.30am Morning Praise 

 January 2008   

Thursday 3rd 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 6th 10.30am 

6.15pm 

Family Communion 

3;16 meet in the Family Room 

Tuesday 8th 7.30pm Alpha Supper at the Vicarage 

 Wednesday 9th 10.30am Pram Service meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 13th 10.30am Morning Praise 

Tuesday 15th 7.30pm Alpha group 

Thursday 17th 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 20th 10.30am 

6.15pm 

Holy Communion 

3;16 meet in the Family Room 

Tuesday 22nd 7.30pm Alpha Group 

Wednesday 23rd 10.30am Pram Service in the Family Room 

Friday 25th 2.30pm Woodside Home Service 

Sunday 27th 9.15am 

10.30am 

Holy Communion at East Hyde 

Morning Praise 

Tuesday 29th 7.30pm Alpha Group 

Wednesday 30th 10.30am Pram Service in the Family Room 

Thursday 31st 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 


