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Brownies Leadership 

Gillian Plummer and Barbara Ray  

retired from Slip End Brownies  

and are seen at the surprise Party 

in December which was held to 

celebrate the many years when 

they lead several generations of 

Slip End Brownies.  The local 

community is fortunate that the 

Paula, Philippa (seen here 

standing behind their more 

mature, seated predecessors) and 

Verity are taking over from Babs 

& Gil. Parish News wishes Paula 

& Philipa and the Brownies every 

success for the future.  

As this is being written, we are 

enjoying some mid-February 

brightness, some sunny days 

with a touch of spring in the air.   

People around the village are 

well into planning Fun Day, 

Summer Fete, Open Gardens, 

etc.  But winter could strike 

back and the wise vegetable 

gardener is keeping a wary eye 

out for frosts, not wishing to 

have seed potatoes or heading 

broccoli damaged. 



The Thanksgiving & Blessing service 

for Barnaby Storey took place on 27th 

January. Barnaby  (Jesus in last 

months Parish News) is seen her with 

mum Gayle and Dad Ben. 

This is the new music band at St Andrewôs Church, formed by Russell (far right) who sang 

and played for the first time on the 10th Februaryï drums, trumpet, keyboard, guitars etc. 

They made an excellent start with their first performance and hope to be doing many more. If 

there are any budding musicians out there why not contact St Andrewôs or Parish News and 

we will put you in touch. The  band is available for social occasions  also. Next performance 

at St Andrewôs will be on March  30th. Why not come along and join in the celebrations? 

The Baptism of Heather Gallaway 

took place on 10th February at St 

Andrews with many friends and 

family present. Parents, David & 

Angela live in Church Road. 



 

HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 455185 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 725297 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (SBDC): 472222 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Motherôs Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Womenôs Institute: 421034 

Police: 473412 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrewôs Church 
Rev Joy Daniel 01582 424363 

Wardens: Tony Willson 482681 

Ken Crossett 414168 
 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Julia Dowding 730129 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
Post Office: At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large  

Website: slipend.co.uk  

SCHOOLS 

Slip End Lower: 720152 

Five Oaks: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 608641 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Christine Benson: 456200 

Christinebenson@bensons-autosupplies.co.uk 

Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Geoff Daniel: 424363 

geoffdaniel@btinternet.com  

Ken Crossett 414168 

kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Mike McKevitt: 720596 

mike.mckevitt@mndassociation.org 

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Nikkie West: 402312  

parishclerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Sallyann Hills: 721343 

shills@capitalmanor.co.uk 
Philip Penman: 455185  

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ruth Gammons 738398  

fairgreen@btopenworld.com 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Stay: 724685 

Richard.Stay@bedscc.gov.uk  
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Margaret Moran: 01582 731882 

sultanau@parliament.uk 



 

After Jerusalem was sung, we 

were all in the mood for what the 

evening had in store. We were 

given dates for forthcoming 

events and outings as follows: 17th 

April there is a Group Meeting at 

Houghton Regis (Houghton Regis, 

Totternhoe, Dunstable and Caddington). The 

Meppershall Players will be the 

entertainment. 

22nd April: Spring Federation meeting at the 

Corn Exchange in Bedford: speaker Baroness 

Perry of Southwark. 

29th April: International Eve at Flitwick 

Village Hall and on 2nd May we meet at 

Kings Langley 

13th May: Dunstable Ladies Choir, Baptist 

Church Hall, Caddington, open to all. 

19th June: Wilkins Jam Factory, Tiptree  

17th July: Camden market and Boat trip 

As you can see it isnôt only a once a month 

situation. ñYou pays your money and you 

takes your choiceò as the saying goes. This 

month Joan did us proud in running a Boccia 

Match. It is like indoor bowls for those of 

you not familiar with the name and we had a 

whale of a time. Thank you Joan. 

We meet at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of 

each month at the Baptist Hall in 

Caddington.  Our forthcoming dates are 

listed on the Diary page in this issue of 

Parish News. We would be pleased to 

welcome you!   

Patricia Crick 

FARLEY HILL METHODIST CHURCH  

Farley Hill Methodists visited St John the 

Baptist for a joint service conducted by the 

new Vicar of St Johns, Reverend Dr Diana 

Sanders. 

The Lunch Club meets on Wednesday 12th 

March at 12.30 for 1 pm for a two-course 

meal and tea for £2.50 (sounds a bargain, 

editor). 

The first social event of the summer will be 

on Wednesday 23rd April, St Georgeôs day 

and a special social afternoon with an 

English theme, is being arranged. There will 

be the usual first class afternoon tea, home 

made scones, cakes etc., musical interludes 

of English style music and some thumping 

Handel as well as table games and the usual 

óchattingô time. 

The concerts arranged for the first half of the 

year commence with the excellent all ladies 

choir, ñCantataò on Saturday 24th May. 

Cantata will be arriving at Farley Hill 

following a European Tour, taking in 

Amsterdam, Brussels and Berlin.  

The Annual June Charity concert will once 

again feature the popular Bedfordshire Police 

Choir on June 24th. The beneficiaries this 

year will be Noah Enterprises for the 

Homeless.  

Any enquiries: 

Ken Cameron 07960257218 

Slip End Village Hall Committee 

Annual General 

Meeting 
Monday March  10th, 8pm 

 

Come along and see how things are going 

with our Village Hall.  The committee 

could do with one or two new faces, so if 

you have a little time to spare call in at 

the AGM. 



 

DANCES AT THE  
VILLAGE HALL  

I am going to see if the Dances 

will be a success this year or 

not.  I have booked two: the first is 

Saturday March 1st, the second April 

26th.  If these are reasonably successful, I 

will then think about later in the year.  

You do not have to be an expert dancer, 

just come along for a good night out. If 

you would like to come to any dances please 

contact me on 01582 412506. 

Shirley Knapton 

 

ALLOTMENT GARDEN ASS OCIATION 

Vegetable Garden 

A most important sowing for this first week 

in March is that of maincrop onions, but only 

if the ground is suitable.  Make the first 

sowing of culinary peas outdoors where the 

plants are to grow.  In a sheltered spot and if 

the soil is in a good working state, sow some 

stump-rooted carrots.  The first sowing of 

early potatoes can be made during March. 

Flower & Fruit Garden 

Plant rose trees, making sure the ground is 

firm around them.  Trim herbaceous borders, 

pinching out weak new growth from 

perennials.  If you were unable to sow sweet 

peas in the autumn, make an outdoor sowing 

as soon as possible. 

Strawberry runners should be laid out for the 

sprouting ends to root, cutting off runners 

that show no new leaf.  Late summer fruiting 

raspberries should be cut back to 6 inches, 

leaving a couple of buds. Fresh shoots will 

grow in good time.  Canes planted last 

autumn will not fruit until next year. 

Spray apple trees if blossom weevil has been 

a problem; this is a pest which produces 

small white maggots which feed inside the 

opening flower buds, causing them to brown 

and harden.  Spray with insecticide. 

Apple and pear stock that are well 

established, also older trees that have been 

cut back for reworking may be grafted now.  

General Work 

Now is the time to lay new turf.  Do this 

when the surface is dry enough to walk on 

without clagging, beating the turfs down. 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month Peter 

Smith and the 

Tennis Club folk 

put on another of 

their popular 

Quiz Nights in the 

Peter Edwards 

Hall.  Hereôs a 

few Quiz Nighters 

at an earlier 

event, struggling 

for answers to the 

Running Puzzle 

thing. 



 

NEWS FROM é. 
THE RISING SUN AND FROG & RHUBARB  

Fears were that the Rising Sun would not re-

open following closure before Christmas.  

Punch Taverns put up their sign to attract 

new management and, to the relief of quite a 

few in the village, Lily stepped forward! 

Moving up from West London, she brings 

experience and enthusiasm with optimism 

that she can run the business successfully.  

Before making a long term commitment, Lily 

has taken on the Rising Sun for a three 

month trial period and initial signs are 

looking positive at a time normally quiet for 

pub trade.  

As well as beers and lagers, plans are to offer 

a food menu including Sunday lunches and 

Theme Nights with musical entertainment 

every couple of weeks. In the longer term 

hopes are that work will be undertaken on 

the building without losing that village pub 

atmosphere. 

Along Church Road at the Frog & Rhubarb, 

Paul Cooper is seen  hard at work on Sunday 

morning recently, clearing up discarded 

smoking material from outside his pub. 

Paul says, ñWe sweep up every day, but itôs a 

job that I wish we did not have to do!  We 

have provided space at the rear of the pub for 

smokers and this area is used by some but 

others persist in smoking outside the front 

door, discarding dog-ends on the pavement, 

despite signs requesting restraint and 

consideration.   Some local residents are 

getting quite stroppy and I quite understand 

their feelings.ò 

This is a common problem since the ban on 

smoking inside public buildings  was 

introduced and many pubs suffer in this way.  

Piles of soggy dog-ends do not reflect a 

welcoming image. Parish News joins Paul in 

his wish that patrons show more 

consideration and make use of the facilities 

available for smokers. 



 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Make sure you remember Mothering Sunday, 

coming up early in March on Sunday 2nd!  

The history is interesting but be warned, it 

has little to do with ñmumsò! 

Most Sundays in the year, churchgoers in 

England worship at their nearest parish or 

'daughter church'. Centuries ago it was 

considered important for people to return to 

their home or 'mother' church once a year so 

each year, in the middle of Lent, everyone 

would visit his or her 'mother' church, the 

main church or Cathedral of the area. 

Inevitably, the return to the 'mother' church 

became an occasion for family reunions 

when children who were working away 

returned home. (It was quite common in 

those days for children to leave home for 

work once they were ten years old.)  

Most historians think that it was the return to 

the 'Mother' church which led to the tradition 

of children, particularly those working as 

domestic servants, or as apprentices, being 

given the day off to visit their mother and 

family. 

As they walked along the country lanes, 

children would pick violets or other wild 

flowers to take to church or give to their 

mothers as small gifts. 

 

 

To celebrate mothers everywhere ï  

a few poems for Mothering Sunday 

 

 

A mother has the special gift  

of always speaking true. 

A mother gets the praise or blame  

if skies be dark or blue. 

A mother is a doctor, a joiner and a vet 

The jobs a mother cannot do,  

have not been heard of yet. 

A mother is a power all wise, 

a tyrant or a saint, 

An oracle, a paragon,  

with smart ideas or quaint. 

Whatever else she may be,  

a mother knows full well, 

A house can never be a home  

without her magic spell.  

 

 

 

 

A Mothers Love 

 

A motherôs love will carry you  

through all lifeôs ups and downs,  

A motherôs eyes are all she needs  

to see your smiles and frowns. 

A motherôs arms can hold you  

when you need that loving touch, 

A motherôs heart is given  

when you need that love so much. 

When a motherôs love is given,  

it is given from the heart, 

And continues to be given,  

even though you are apart. 

A motherôs love is with you  

and with you it will stay. 

A motherôs love will be with you,  

forever and a day. 

So as you go about your daily lives,  

just stop and pause a while, 

And if you close your eyes shut tight,  

you will see your motherôs smile.  



 

DO WE NEED THIS? 

The phone box in Front Street is again 

useless and has been for weeks.  BT seems to 

have lost interest along with the vast majority 

of the parishioners.   

Is there anyone out 

there who would use 

the thing if it was 

ever serviceable?  

Parish News raised 

this issue some years 

ago and there was 

some reaction against  

removal.  Has the 

situation changed 

since then?  Please let 

us know.    

There is a formal 

procedure for 

removal of call boxes 

by BT (do an Internet 

search for ñBT call 

boxesò): perhaps it is 

time for the Parish 

Council to start the 

ball rolling.  Some consideration will no 

doubt be required for those deprived of this  

recreational outlet and alternative destruction 

opportunities will need defining. 

 

SENIOR MOMENTS 

A friend of mine went 

into Harpenden Post 

Office recently and asked  

ñIôd like a   book of 

twelve  2½p stamps 

pleaseò.   When I was told about this, I 

laughed like a drain!   

Then the other day I was leaving a message 

on someoneôs answer phone, and of course 

had to include my óphone number, ñItôs  

4685.ò  That rang a bell, but somehow it 

didnôt quite seem right:  I left that house 20 

years ago! 

DID YOU SPOT THIS? 

You will not need reminding that the 

airspace above our heads is pretty busy but 

did you realise that we are over-flown at 

relatively low levels by aircraft using, not 

only Luton but also those using Stansted, 

Heathrow and Northolt?  Fact is that one of 

the busiest bits of airspace ñonò the planet 

is right over our heads! 

The National Air Traffic Service (NATS), 

provides air traffic control services to major 

airports and en-route services to commercial 

aircraft flying over the UK.  NATS is 

proposing some radical changes to aircraft 

routings in an attempt to unravel this 

congested airspace and to reduce aircraft 

nuisance and pollution by re-routing away 

from the most populous areas.  

How would this affect us? Reference to 

www.consultation.nats.co.uk/ shows how air 

traffic arriving at and departing from Luton 

and other airports are routed above the 

Parish.  Presently aircraft departing Luton 

westerly (above us) turn sharp left between 

the end of the runway and the M1, to fly 

between Slip End and Pepperstock.  

Proposals are that these departures will be 

routed in line with the runway with a slight 

left turn above the M1, to overfly between 

Lower Woodside and Caddington, i.e. almost 

along the same route as aircraft incoming 

from the west fly now. 

If these proposals go through it will be some 

relief to Slip End and Pepperstock residents 

but  not to those living in the north of the 

Parish in Woodside. In the days of Court 

Lineôs BAC IIIôs, which flew over at much 

lower levels than todayôs 737ôs and A320ôs, 

noise nuisance was greater than today in my 

opinion, although flight frequencies have 

increased. 

The Parish Council will be informed of these 

proposals and invited to comment. 

Comments from individuals may be made on 

the NATS site. 

David Kingston 

Seen my  

Glasses? 


