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INSIDE 

The Village in Bloom! 

Although not in the best of health these days, Stan Coker 

produced another colourful display this summer at Toyers 

End Cottage in Front Street. 



Last monthôs PN featured Beryl & Bud Abbott as they 

celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.  Best 

wishes to them both and to remind them of their big day 

all those years ago, here is a view of Holy Trinity 

church, South Woodford, where they were married. 

 

Catching up fast with Beryl & Bud are 

Valerie & Brian Church from Summer 

Street, a Golden Wedding Anniversary 

this time.  They were married in 1958 at  

St Michaelôs church, Mickleham in 

Surrey. 



HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 455185 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 725297 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (SBDC): 472222 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Motherôs Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Womenôs Institute: 421034 

Police: 473462 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrewôs Church 
Rev Joy Daniel 01582 424363 

Warden: Tony Willson 482681 
 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Philip Horner 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
Post Office: At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large  

Website: slipend.co.uk  

SCHOOLS 
Slip End Lower: 720152 

Caddington Village School: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 608641 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 
PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Geoff Daniel: 424363 
geoffdaniel@btinternet.com  

Ken Crossett 414168 
kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

Tracey Burgess 07767 731187 

tracey_burgess88@hotmaol.com 
 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Nikki West: 402312  

parishclerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Sallyann Hills: 721343 

shills@capitalmanor.co.uk 
Philip Penman: 455185  

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ruth Gammons 738398  

fairgreen@btopenworld.com 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Stay: 724685 

Richard.Stay@bedscc.gov.uk  
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Margaret Moran: 01582 731882 

info@margaretmoran.org 



SLIP END PARISH COUNCIL  

Introduction - People 

The Parish Council had been chaired 

until July by Christine Benson.  

Christine retired during the summer break 

having represented and worked for the 

community over many years. Please see the 

additional article expressing the Councilôs 

gratitude for Christineôs work in the 

community. Ken Crossett (Vice Chair) will 

be the acting chair until next May.   

Ken is supported by Cllrs Steve Fuell, Philip 

Penman, Geoff Daniel, Janet Crawley and 

Tracey Burgess.  

Geoff was away for some months due to ill 

health but we are delighted to have him back 

on board again.   

Mike McKevitt had to leave us in April due 

to family commitments and this was a great 

loss to the Parish Council who would like to 

thank him for his invaluable contribution 

over the past years and his willingness to 

provide guidance to the council after his 

resignation.  

We were delighted to welcome Tracey 

Burgess. Tracey also runs the Youth Club 

and works at Slip End Lower School so is 

able to make a great contribution to the 

Parish Council on youth matters. Nikki West 

continues as our Clerk. The whole team lives 

within the Parish and is therefore well placed 

to deal with all local issues that arise. 

Earlier this year we were very sorry to lose 

the services of Pauline Smith who had been 

an excellent gardener for many years.  

Pauline worked hard on Coronation Gardens, 

keeping the playground and bus shelters 

clean and litter-free, cutting the grass and 

maintaining and improving garden areas on 

Crawley Close, Claydown Way and at St 

Andrews Church.  We are currently 

designing a plaque in memory of Pauline, 

which will be displayed in one of our 

gardens.  She is sadly missed. 

Our Aims 

Our key aim is to improve the quality of 

life for everyone in the parish, from our 

youngest to the oldest citizen.   

Our focus is wide:  

§ to improve the appearance and character of 

the area through improvements and 

refurbishment;  

§ to keep residents feeling safe by working 

closely with our local Police team;  

§ to improve infrastructure through our own 

investment or by working in conjunction 

with District & County Councils;  

§ to take a proactive & informed approach to 

the major house-building and air traffic 

plans which will inevitably impact on our 

area over the coming years;  

§ to give grants to local groups and charities 

to help them provide support, recreational 

facilities, or other benefits which have a 

positive impact on so many of our 

residents.   

Listed below are just a few of our recent 

achievements. 

 

Local Improvements 

Coronation Gardens 

The bulk of the work was completed in the 

last financial year, but Debbie and Andy 

Prothero are maintaining the garden to ensure 

it remains an attractive centrepiece for the 

village. 



Rossway Garden Feature 

We hope you will have noticed the lovely 

new feature as you enter the village from 

Markyate Road.  This has been designed and 

built by Debbie and Andy Prothero and will 

soon be enhanced with a village sign. 

Crawley Close 

Investment in extra gardening services has 

improved the gardens in front of the 

bungalows significantly: seasonal planting 

making a feature of this area throughout the 

year. 

Crawley Playground 

The Youth Shelter was installed this summer 

and provides purpose built shelter for our 

young people which we hope they will enjoy 

for many years to come.  The Parish Council 

is aware that some local residents had 

reservations about this project and their 

concerns have been noted.  As a Parish 

Council we will do everything we can to 

ensure that this is a positive addition to the 

village.   

Thanks go to Cllr Steve Fuell who worked 

very hard to make this project a success.  

Funding was provided by Beds County 

Council, Bedfordshire and Luton Community 

Foundation and Bedfordshire Police 

Authority to whom we express our thanks.  

The shelter was supplied by Rekk. 

The old black rubber tiling has been replaced 

with colourful synthetic grass which provides 

a safer non-slip surface and has brought a 

new lease of life to the playground.  This has 

been paid for by the Parish Council. 

Youth Club 

One of the most significant changes for our 

younger residents has been the formation of 

Slip Endôs own Youth Club.  Set up by Cllr 

Janet Crawley, Cllr Tracey Burgess and 

Nikki West last November, the club has 

proved to be a huge success with over 50 

young people now registered as members.  

Start up funding for the club has come from 

many sources ï Youth Opportunities Grants, 

Bedfordshire County Council, local business 

donations, gifts from the St Albans Buffaloes, 

an award from the Vauxhall Griffin Fund to 

name but a few.   

The Parish Council has also provided £2,000 

of funding over 2 years.  Recently we were 

delighted to receive a cheque for £2,500 from 

Luton Airport to support the club from 

September to December this year and we are 

hopeful that they will continue to support us 

in the future.  This will enable the club to 

organise more trips, purchase new equipment 

and provide activities to appeal to our older 

members. 

The club employs two local residents, Tracey 

Burgess and Shirley Garner as Youth 

Workers and is also grateful for the hard 

work of its regular volunteers: Carol Burgess, 

Charlotte Waller, Lynn Bateman, Nikki West 

and Janet Crawley along with all those who 

provide additional support. The club boasts a 

fantastic array of equipment and in addition 

to being open every Wednesday evening, 

trips out have also been a great success.   

The Youth Club is particularly grateful to 

Mrs Crighton, the Headmistress of St 

Margaretôs School in Bushey and to Chris 

Sneddon, the sports manager there, for the 

use of the school swimming pool and other 

facilities. The Parish Council would like to 

thank the Slip End Playing Field 

Management Committee for subsidising hall 

rental costs.  The Energize team have worked 

with our young people over a number of 

sessions and have recently awarded the club a 

Cllr Steve & Trish Fuell, with LLAôs Adam Divney 

(the Community Relations Executive) & Simon 

Earles who, with CCllr Richard Stay, tuck into sticky 

chocolate cake at the recent presentation at the 

Youth Club. 



further £400 worth of sports equipment as the 

young people achieved a number of targets 

set for them. 

Aley Green Cemetery 

Thanks go once again to Cllr Ken Crossett 

who is part Chair of the management 

committee that look after this cemetery, and 

to Cllr Geoff Daniel who is also on this 

committee.  Much hard work has gone on this 

year to improve the appearance of the 

cemetery and to conclude matters relating to 

its insurance and ownership.  

Safety & Crime Prevention 

Policing 

The Parish Council did not support the 

relocation of our team to Leighton Buzzard 

and still has concerns about this change and 

the impact on response times. 

On the positive side, we have developed an 

excellent working relationship with our Beat 

Manager, PC Louise Howard who provides a 

great service to the community.  We said 

goodbye to PCSO Darrell Saunders-Fern and 

welcomed PCSO Claire Young.  Crime levels 

within the parish remain fairly low, but we 

still fight for more visible policing.  Crime 

figures are now presented by quarterly 

newsletters which are posted on the Post 

Office notice board and published in the 

Parish News and are available from the Clerk 

if required.  Following a spate of thefts from 

cars parked by St Andrews Church, the 

Parish Council invested in a number of large 

warning signs at that location, which do seem 

to have been effective. 

We are pleased to report that vandalism 

around the parish has been low, although we 

have had to pay to have two of the bus 

shelters repainted to cover graffiti, and more 

graffiti has been sprayed on the side of Peter 

Edwards Hall.  We remain very concerned 

about the broken glass at the playground and 

at the tennis courts and are liaising with the 

police about this. 

CCTV 

We continue to improve and review our 

CCTV systems both in the Village Hall area 

and down at the Playing Fields.  We have 

been able to provide the police with tapes on 

a number of occasions. 

Speed Sign 

The speed-activated sign on Markyate Road 

has been effective in reducing the speed of 

vehicles entering the village, although sadly 

there are still drivers who ignore the limits.  

We are considering investing in an additional 

sign to be situated on Front Street, and there 

has been recent consultation with Front Street 

residents about this.  

New Unitary Council 

From the 1st April 2009 both Bedfordshire 

County Council and South Bedfordshire 

District Council will cease to exist. They will 

be replaced by a single Central Bedfordshire 

Unitary Council. This new authority will be 

responsible for all the services currently 

provided by the existing two councils and 

make it clearer and easier to access services. 

Earlier this year government laid an act of 

Parliament that set up a shadow authority to 

implement the transition process from two to 

one Council. It is expected that by reducing 

the number of councils to one will improve 

services while keeping the cost of Council 

Tax down. Both Councillors Richard Stay 

and Philip Penman are members of the 

Implementation Executive and Cllr Penman 

is also Deputy Leader of the Shadow 



Authority. You can find out more about the 

new Central Bedfordshire Council at 

www.centralbeds.gov.uk 

Infrastructure 

M1 

Since our last report to you, there has been 

some good news as diversions and road 

closures have ended, so the direct impact of 

the motorway widening on our community 

has reduced.  Balfour Beatty Skanska Joint 

Venture continue to attend some of our 

meetings and we do have concerns that not 

everything that was promised at the outset of 

the project, is being delivered.  But we 

continue to put pressure on them to ensure 

that all work is completed before their 

departure from this area in December 2008.   

Road surfaces are a particular concern, along 

with the re-instatement and design of 

footpaths, pavements and bridleways.   

We are also striving for improvements to the 

planting of trees and shrubs, as currently this 

is not meeting our expectations. 

Junction Newlands Road & A1081 

We continue to strive for a roundabout here 

to improve safety and traffic flow for our 

residents.  We are pleased to see that the 

lighting installed further up by Luton Hoo is 

beneficial on this otherwise badly lit road. 

Half-Moon Junction 

Parish Councillors are working to get 

improvements made at this awkward 

junction, for both pedestrians and drivers. 

Drainage 

Amey has made some improvements to 

drainage in Pepperstock which has reduced 

road flooding there.   

We are pleased to report that after years of 

lobbying by our Parish Council, work will 

begin in October on a major drainage project 

to prevent the flooding problems at the corner 

on Woodside Road. 

 

Bollards 

The unsightly bollards at the Post Office 

were replaced with a raised kerbing scheme 

in the summer.  This project was funded by 

the County Council. 

General Road Surfaces 

We used £2,000 of Parish Partnership money 

from Bedfordshire County Council to 

improve road surfaces throughout the parish.   

In 2008-9 we have been awarded £6,000 and 

this will be used to extend the footpath on 

Front Street from outside the old Chapel 

toward the new Pepperstock bridge.  Cllr 

Fuell has worked tirelessly to liaise with the 

Countyôs highway contractors, Amey, to get 

improvements made to our roads and 

pavements. 

Ambulance Bay - Crawley Close 

We were very pleased to see the ambulance 

bay which we had been requesting for some 

time, marked into Crawley Close in front of 

the pensionerôs bungalows.  We hope that 

this will reduce traffic problems and ensure 

that the bungalow residents have easier 

access to ambulances.  Thanks go to Cllr 

Steve Fuell for his work on this project. 

Siding Out 

The pavement along Front Street from the 

allotments down to the Half Moon Pub has 

been sided-out by a local firm, funded by the 

Parish Council. 

Housing Development Proposals 

Members of the Parish Council worked with 

Caddington and Hyde to submit a response to 

the proposals for major housing development 

in South Bedfordshire.  Assisted by leading 

consultant, Roger Shrimplin, the three parish 

councils confirmed that whilst they would 

consider sustainable and appropriate 

development, of benefit to our local schools 

and businesses, we would do everything 

possible to reject plans that threaten the loss 

of our village and hamlet boundaries.   



We strongly opposed the possibility of losing 

our semi-rural landscape and the impact upon 

the greenbelt. We made the Joint Planning 

Committee aware that our infrastructure, 

particularly roads and drainage, would be 

unable to support development of any 

magnitude.  As far as we are aware, our 

response was received favourably and our 

arguments and points were accepted as being 

valid. 

More recently we have also submitted 

responses to the Green Space Strategy and 

the Gypsy and Traveller Planning documents.  

Details of all the above are available from the 

Clerk if you require more information and we 

would like to thank Cllr Penman for his 

excellent guidance on these matters. 

Post Office Closure 

Thanks go to Cllr Penman for his work in 

fighting the proposed closure of our post 

office facility, to which the Parish Council is 

strongly opposed.  We await their response, 

although latest news seems negative. 

Local GP Surgeries 

We understand that residents were concerned 

that our local surgeries at Markyate and 

Caddington were considered to be ñunder 

threatò by proposals to build a big clinic at 

Dunstable.  However we forwarded these 

concerns to the health consortium dealing 

with the public consultation and have had 

their absolute assurance that this is not the 

case and only central Dunstable practices will 

be moved. 

Local Groups & Grants 

The Parish Council has had pleasure in being 

able to support a number of local groups and 

charities over the past twelve months.   

These include Brownies, Playgroup and 

Mums & Toddlers all held at the Village 

Hall, and the Beaver and Cubs groups held at 

Slip End Lower School. We have also given 

grants to the Friendship Club and Brickhill & 

Downlands Residents Association and the 

Bedfordshire Road Victim's Trust.   

Other donations have been made to the Royal 

British Legion and other local groups.  We 

continue to provide gifts to the more senior 

members of our community at Christmas, and 

appreciate the support we receive from local 

businesses which enables us to do this.   

Slip End Playing Fields 

A £500 grant was also given to the Slip End 

Playing Fields Charity.  At this time, work is 

almost complete on the new Tennis Courts, 

which were paid for as compensation for the 

loss of land due to the M1 widening.  The 

Playing Fields remain an excellent 

recreational resource for our local 

community, and three of our Councillors, 

Philip Penman, Steve Fuell and Janet 

Crawley along with our Clerk are active 

members of the management committee that 

run this local charity.   

The maintenance of the Peter Edwards Hall 

and the field is funded by bookings. We hope 

residents will continue to support the hall and 

activities held there.   

The Parish Councilôs Grant application 

system is now in its second year and is 

working well.  All local groups are welcome 

to apply to us for project funding.  Whilst 

resources remain limited the Council is eager 

to support local ventures which are of benefit 

to our community and applications for 2009-

10 need to be submitted before we set our 

budget in November this year. 

Village Day 

One of the most noteworthy successes of our 

past year has been the Village Day. This was 

the idea of Cllr Crawley and she was assisted 

by all members of the Parish Council along 

with David Kingston, Barry Keech and many 

other local residents in making it such a huge 

success.   



Christmas Gifts for 

Retired Members of the 

Community 

Each year, Slip End Parish Council gives a 

small gift to retired people living in Slip 

End, Pepperstock, Woodside and Aley 

Green.  This is funded by the Parish Coun-

cil, with generous support from many of 

our local businesses.  

The Parish Council is aware that its distri-

bution list may not be complete and is sorry 

if anyone has been overlooked in previous 

years.  In order that we can update our re-

cords, please let us know if you (or some-

one you know) is over 60 (ladies) or 65 

(gentlemen) and has been resident in the  

area for 5 years or more.  Please contact 

Nikki West by phone (402312) email 

parishclerk@slipend.co.uk or in writing to 

43 Summer Street, Slip End LU1 4BL, with 

the name and address and she will  ensure 

that the list is updated. 

The event raised £4,000 which will be used 

to support the youth club and other non-profit 

making local groups (more grants to be 

announced shortly!)  

We hope this has given you an insight into 

the range of work achieved by the Parish 

Council over the last twelve 

months.  The Parish Council 

would like to thank County Cllr 

Richard Stay and District 

Councillors, Ruth Gammons 

and Sally Hills for their hard 

work and support.   

The Parish Council is wholly 

funded by you via your Council 

Tax. We would very much like 

to hear your views on the work we are doing 

and any concerns you may have.   

We have two opportunities for you to raise 

questions and concerns at each Parish 

Council meeting and very much hope that 

more of you will come along with your 

suggestions and ideas.  This is your council, 

funded by you, so please come and have your 

say. The agenda for the next meeting is 

always posted at the Slip End Post Office, the 

bus stop on Half Moon Lane and in 

Woodside, on the corner of Manor Road.  We 

meet on the first Monday of each month at 

8pm, unless notified otherwise.   

Minutes of all meetings are available on the 

Slip End Website and from the Clerk. 

FAREWELL!  

During the summer break, Christine 

Benson retired from the Parish Council 

after twenty two years service to the 

community.  

Christine was instrumental in the separation 

of Aley Green, Slip End and Woodside from 

the joint Council it formed with Caddington. 

She played a key role in the formation of the 

new Parish Council in 2001 and led it as its 

Chairman until July this year. To record this 

Christine will become part of the Village 

History when her name is recorded engraved 

on the Chairmanôs Chain of Office. 

Over the years Christine has worked 

tirelessly for the benefit of our community 

and the Parish Council would like to take this 

opportunity to thank her for her many 

achievements. 

Ken Crossett 

Vice Chairman 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 



YOUTH NEWS 

Back in full swing after 

the summer holidays, we 

were delighted to welcome Adam 

Divney and Simon Earles from 

London Luton Airport and lots of 

local friends last month. Adam is 

the LLA Community Relations 

Executive and Simon is general 

manager of planning and corporate 

social responsibility.  They have 

been supporting us generously and 

last month they came to present us 

with  a cheque for £2500. All of us 

at the Youth Club greatly 

appreciate what LLA are doing for 

us and this grant, with  other funds, 

guarantees a varied and interesting 

programme for our youngsters  for 

the months ahead.  We will keep 

readers informed on our activities. 

 
 

ñLondon Luton Airport sits at the heart of its local community and it is our vision to be a great neighbour, 

contributing passionately and thoughtfully to the social, economic and environmental life of the community. 

Our Community Engagement Strategy, published in January 2008, clearly sets out this vision.ò 

Simon Earle demonstrates latent nimbleness at the ping-pong table! 

 

In particular, we are looking forward to taking 

up Adamôs invitation to visit the Airport to see 

what goes on behind the scenes there. 


