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SLIP END & DISTRICt PARISH NEWS 



Bbbbbrrrrrrrrr ... A Happy (not to mention chilly) New Year to all our Readers! 

Summer Street residents Valerie Church (see front page) & Matt Ogier (see above)  

were out snapping during the recent cold spell to produce beautiful but wintery pictures. 

And inside in the warm, the Line Dancing Group celebrate Christmas  

in the Village Hall with lots of fun, cakes and nibbles.   

ñIt was a really good class, we danced to Christmas music for the whole session.ò 



HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 455185 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 725297 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (SBDC): 472222 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Motherôs Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Womenôs Institute: 421034 

Police: 473462 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrewôs Church 
Rev Joy Daniel 01582 424363 

Warden: Tony Willson 482681 
 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Philip Horner 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large  

Website: slipend.co.uk  

SCHOOLS 
Slip End Lower: 720152 

Caddington Village School: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 608641 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 
PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Geoff Daniel: 424363 
geoffdaniel@btinternet.com  

Ken Crossett 414168 
kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

Sarah Minnighan 
s.minnighan@btinternet.com 

Paul Cooper 
paul-cooper@indigo-tiger.com 

 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Nikki West: 402312 (9am to noon weekdays) 

parishclerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Sallyann Hills: 721343 

shills@capitalmanor.co.uk 
Philip Penman: 455185  

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ruth Gammons 738398  

fairgreen@btopenworld.com 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Stay: 724685 

Richard.Stay@bedscc.gov.uk  
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Margaret Moran: 01582 731882 

info@margaretmoran.org 



POST OFFICE 

Following recent items about the closure of 

the Post Office in Slip End, Betty Marriot has 

written in ... 

Regarding the closure of the Post Office, I 

was surprised that there was no mention 

made of the very efficient P.O. in 

Caddington.  I always use it, the staff are 

very helpful and the shop sells a variety of 

goods, papers, cards, some food and 

household goods, frozen foods and alcohol. 

It is near to the Co-op if you have forgotten 

anything in your óbig shopô.  

I use the chemists a lot for all my pills, 

potions and prescriptions. 

Buses are frequent between Slip End, and 

Caddington, so why try to travel to Markyate 

or Farley Hill; maybe there is war between 

Slip End and Caddington! 

Betty Marriott, Woodside 

No war Betty! Farley Hill and Markyate are 

the alternatives nominated by the Post 

Office, whose knowledge of our locality is 

sadly lacking, a matter raised recently with 

our MP. 

 

Just to put in a 

good word for 

(whatôs left of)  

P.O. Service in 

the Parish: our 

postman, Chris 

Smith knows his 

patch very well.  

He deserves a pat 

on the back for all 

his good work in 

getting our post 

delivered. We 

appreciate his 

efforts, particularly during this cold winter 

period. Thank you Chris!  

(Chris tells us he is very happy  

serving us here in the Parish!) 

ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATIO N 

Vegetables 

Keep on digging if the weather allows it, and 

if your soil is not too cold, wet or 

waterlogged. Clear and burn any rubbish 

which will not compost. Plan your crop 

rotation and prepare the seed order 

Check stored crops for disease, damage or 

rot. Open your packs of onion and shallot 

sets and lay out to stop rot and sprouting. If 

seed potatoes arrive, lay out to chit in an airy 

but frost proof place indoors. 

Cold it may be, but there may still be 

harvesting to be done: Brussels sprouts, 

cabbage (winter and Savoy), leeks, kale, 

swede, winter radishes. Also parsnips, salsify 

and scorzonera. 

Clean Asparagus beds ready for spring, and 

mulch with well rotted manure or compost 

before growth starts. 

Fruit  

Mulch rhubarb crowns well with compost or 

well rotted manure. Plant new fruit bushes 

and raspberry canes as soon as you get them, 

and any time until February. 

Book of the Month 

During these chilly 

days, stay in and 

take a look at this 

book by John 

Harrison.  He has 

put down lots of his 

a l l o t m e n t 

experience in ódown 

to earthô and 

practical terms in 

this well produced 

and inexpensive 

book. 

Youôll find more details and much more 

information, including recipes etc. on his 

website,  www.allotment.org.uk. Take a look, 

it is another good, interesting read! 

Chris Smith -  Personality of the Month! 



17
TH

 CENTURY NUNôS PRAYER  

LORD, thou knowest better than I know 

myself that I am getting older and will some 

day be old.  Keep me from the fatal habit of 

thinking I must say something on every 

subject and on every occasion.  Release me 

from the craving to straighten out 

everybodyôs affairs.  Make me thoughtful but 

not moody;  helpful but not bossy.  With my 

vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to 

use it all, but thou knows, Lord, that I want a 

few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless 

details;  give me wings to get to the point.  

Seal my lips on my aches and pains.  They 

are increasing, and love of rehearsing them 

is becoming sweeter as the years go by.  I 

dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the 

tales of othersô pains, but help me to endure 

them with patience. 

I dare not ask for improved memory, but for 

a growing humility and a lessening of 

cocksureness when my memory seems to 

clash with the memory of others.  Teach me 

the glorious lesson that occasionally I may 

be mistaken. 

Keep me reasonably sweet;  I do not want to 

be a Saint (some of them are so hard to live 

with) but a sour old person is one of the 

crowning works of the devil..  

Give me the ability to see good things in 

unexpected places, and talents in unexpected 

people.  And give me, O Lord, the grace to 

tell them so.   

Amen 

Call in at the Stockwood Discovery Centre 

and pick up their ñWhatôs on for Adults and 

Childrenò booklets or take a look at 

www.stockwooddiscoverycentre.co.uk. 

There you will find a wide range of 

activities, courses and talks, all full of 

interest, many free of charge. Similar 

material and activities are also available at 

Wardown Park Museum down in Luton. 

L & D - 70th Anniversary Celebrations 

Many of us are familiar with the work of the 

Luton & Dunstable Hospital and 2009 sees 

the 70th anniversary of its opening. There is 

at least one Slip End family whose members 

include 3 generations born at the L&D! 

Several Slip Enders work or have worked 

there too. From 27th January until 7th March 

there will be a fascinating exhibition at 

Wardown in celebration of 70 years of the 

L&D.  This exhibition is being produced in 

conjunction with the hospital and here is 

another Slip End connection: Val Cooper, 

who lives in Summer Street, together with 

long-serving staff have been working at this  

for a while, so get down to Wardown and see 

the results of their efforts! 

County Councillorôs  Surgery 
at Heathfield School, Caddington 

Meet Richard Stay to  

discuss local matters   

which are of your 

concern or interest.  
 

First Saturday of each month  

10am to 12 noon 

Ladies: Get Fit in 2009 at ... 

DEBORAHôS  

AEROBICS 

For information call Deborah  

on 01582 767916 

Thursdays at 8.pm 

Peter Edwards Hall. 

Only £3 



GWLADYS WILSON  

Gwladys, who died in January, was born in 

South Mimms near Barnet in 1914, where 

she grew up and went to school.  She worked 

in Borehamwood in a textile factory as an 

óinvisible menderô. 

During World War II she met then married 

Stan Wilson from Slip End. They were both 

widowers, each having two children. Stan 

had two sons, Jeff and John and Gwladys a 

daughter Shirley and a son, John. So there 

were two Johnôs in the family! They solved 

this by calling 

the younger boy 

Johnny. 

At that time 

Stanôs family 

owned the Slip 

End Working 

Manôs Club, 

now Slip End 

Social Club.  It 

was all work and 

not much play in 

those days, 

except for two 

weeks every year 

when they went 

off to Jersey, which they did for 27 years. 

Gwladys enjoyed her time óbehind the barô, 

serving many members sadly no longer with 

us.  After about 40 years it was decided that 

Gwladys should call ótimeô and hang up her 

apron, so to speak.  She took many happy 

memories from her times at the Club and 

always enjoyed talking about óthe good old 

timesô!  

Later, she cared for Stan who had lost a leg 

through illness.  He passed away in 1996 

then Gwladys lived alone in the large house 

with its big garden, which she absolutely 

adored. She went on to enjoy the rest of her 

days. She always said ñI only go out if Iôm 

taken outò which her family did as often as 

possible. 

PUB NEWS 

Frog & Rhubarb 

Our Charity Fundraising and Donations have 

now topped £3000 and we are busy arranging 

a programme of events. So coming up: 

Every Wednesday, 8.30pm start 

Charity Quiz Night 

£1 per person donation to Macmillan Cancer 

Support. Maximum 5 per team. 1st Prize 

Meal for 4, 2nd Prize Drinks for 4. 

 Saturday 24th January 

Elvis Rivers is performing from 9pm til late. 

Tuesday 10th February 

Charity Ann Summers Night (ladies only) 

£4 donation to Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Party Nibbles and a cocktail provided. 

Valentines Day - Saturday 14th February 

Treat your loved one at the F&R, full menu 

and specials available. Free gift for every 

table, so book early to avoid disappointment. 

Shrove Tuesday - 24th February 

Order a main course, then free pancakes! 

Rising Sun 

Monday Evenings 

Food of Malaysian Origin 6.30-8.30PM 

Tuesday Evenings (from 19th Jan) 

Grill Night 

(Variety to include chicken and T-bone 

steak) 6.30-9.00pm 

Afternoon Sunday Roast 

Selection of meats starting from £6.50 

 Tuesday afternoons - ñChatty Clubò 

We have launched the Tuesday afternoon 

Seniors' 'Come Chatty' Club from 2pm. We 

will also be including a 'Tea Dance' for the 

seniors once a month starting from February. 

 ... and coming up in March 

We will be introducing further evening meals 

at Lily's Place. 




