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Introduction  

 
In 2009 the Parish Council, in consultation with Bedfordshire Rural Communities  

Charity (BRCC),  decided to hold a public meeting to see if residents would be  

interested in forming a Steering Committee to work on drawing up a Parish Plan.  The 

Parish Council felt that it would be a  unique opportunity for people to have their say 

in what happens  in the future.  
 

The Steering Committee was subsequently formed and set about holding various 

events to collect the views of residents with a view to producing a questionnaire to 

go to every household in the Parish.  There were ôPlanning for Realõ events at Village 

Day and in Slip End Village Hall, consultations with local groups and a visit by the 

òRave Busó from BRCC to talk to young people about what facilities they would like to 

have available to them.  
 

Members of the Steering Committee worked hard on collating the responses from 

these consultations to  produce the resulting questionnaire which went out to every 

household in the Parish  in July (2010).  The Committee would like to thank all those 

people who lent a hand in the delivery and collection of the questionnaire, your help 

was invaluable and much appreciated.   
 

A considerable amount of work was involved in analysing the responses, which was 

done by the Steering Committee (who are all volunteers) in order for the  Plan to be 

produced.  The Parish Plan highlights the subjects which were of most concern and  

puts forward solutions and sets out a timescale for achieving these actions.  
 

As the Parish Plan represents the collective views of local residents, it affords a 

stronger voice for the community and demonstrates the needs and commitment 

which can be used to influence local authorities and service providers and back up 

applications for funding.  The Community Projects Group, which  is  also made up of 

volunteers from the community, and has the support of the Parish Council, has been 

set up to facilitate applications for grants which would be unavailable to the Parish 

Council.  The Group will have the task of coordinating volunteers who showed an  

interest when filling out the questionnaire, in  setting up or running new clubs and  

anyone who offered their services will be contacted in due course (if they havenõt 

been already) by the Community Projects Group.  
 

It is the intention that the Plan should be  monitored  on an annual basis to see what 

progress has been made and to update residents in the global copy of the Parish 

News, which is usually delivered  in July each year .  It is therefore not too late  if 

you would like to be involved in this process.  A shortened version of the Parish Plan 

will be issued to every household in due course and both this and the full Plan will 

also be available on the Slip End website.  

 



 4 

 

History of the Parish  
 

The Parish of Slip End is a civil parish located in Central Bedfordshire, near Luton.   

The parish encompasses the hamlets of Lower Woodside, Woodside, Pepperstock and the 

southern end of Aley Green, as well as the village of Slip End.  The parish was created in 

2001 by dividing the previous Caddington & Slip End Parish Council, so that they became 

separate parishes.   
 

It is thought that the original settlement of Woodside occurred through the clearing of the 

northern end of Caddington Wood (hence itõs linear shape), probably by squatters seeking 

land and dwellings outside the Manor at some time in the early Middle Ages.  Most of the 

settlement stands on higher ground between two parallel valleys.  The squatter development 

of Woodside continued into the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as indicated by the 

Caddington Manor Court Rolls (CRT 130CAD1).  In 1892 an ecclesiastical parish of Woodside 

was created from Caddington, this parish pertains only to the Anglican Church and has no 

local  government   implication.     Woodside continued to be part of the civil   parish  of 

Caddington and was the responsibility of Caddington Parish Council until October 2001 when 

a new civil parish was formed (Slip End Parish Council) and it now forms part of this parish.   
 

We understand that for most of itõs existence  Pepperstock was  part of  the parish of 

Flamstead which comes under Hertfordshire.  However in 1965 the hamlet was transferred 

into Bedfordshire becoming part of the civil parish of Caddington and Slip End and, in 2001 

Pepperstock  became part of the  newly created  Parish of Slip End.  It is now a thriving 

community made up largely of park homes with a few houses and bungalows.   
 

Throughout itõs history, Aley Green has been a border settlement between Bedfordshire 

and Hertfordshire straddling the border of the two counties until boundary changes in 1965  

brought Aley Green entirely into Bedfordshire. Part of  Aley Green is located within the 

civil parish of Caddington, however, the cemetery (including the Methodist Church)  and the 

southern end of  Mancroft Road are in the Parish of Slip End,  though they are  still  

considered to be part of Aley Green.   It is thought that the original settlement,  like 

Woodside, occurred through clearing woodland, perhaps by squatters seeking  land and 

dwellings outside the Manor in the early Middle Ages.  By the late 18th century no "green"  

remained at Aley, although it is referred to in the 17th century. It may well have stood in 

the triangle area created by the junction of Piper's Lane and Mancroft Road running south.  
 

Today Slip End village has a population of around 2000 people and the name possibly has a 

connection with the brickworks, Slip  is an old English word for clay and End refers to small 

settlements outside larger villages.  The land was part of the ancient parish of Caddington 

which was split between Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire until 1897, but Slip End was always 

in the Bedfordshire portion.  The settlement of Slip End began only in the 1850s and 1860s . 

Front Street and Summer Street were built at the same time and all the houses were made 

of local brick.   Thirty years after it began Slip End was the single largest settlement in 

Caddington  parish,  other than  Markyate, which  was transferred  to  Hertfordshire.       

In recognition of the size of Slip End the civil parish of Caddington was known as Caddington 

& Slip End, but in October 2001 it became a separate civil parish.  It has a village hall (which 

was built over 100 years ago, originally as a school for adult education), a  thriving church 

(St Andrew's), a lower school,  a corner shop, two pubs,   a social club and various other 

commercial businesses important to the local economy.  
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Household Summary & Conclusions  
 

Introduction  
The questionnaire gave everyone a chance to have 

their say and the Steering Committee was pleased 

to find that 43% of the questionnaires were  

completed and returned, with people putting their 

concerns and comments forward. The  

self -completion questionnaire was put together  

incorporating the main topics raised  from previous 

consultations and was designed so that everyone in 

the household over the age of  ten could participate  

Although the majority of questions could be  

answered on an individual basis, some were designed 

to have a òwhole householdó reply.  The Steering 

Committee would like to say thank you to everyone 

who took the time to participate/give their views.  
 

Results  
It should be noted that these results, and in  

particular any comments, are very real perceptions 

held by residents and they may or may not be  

completely factual.  This has the implication that, 

addressing the perception may be as important as  

remedying the factual issue.  
 

Comments made from different sections  

 
 

Environment  
 
§ Some of the concerns you expressed and  also 

where you would like to see improvement were 

better maintenance of our public rights of 

way, along with better signage and route maps  

 

§ A  large number of you mentioned dog -fouling 

and  the  need for  more  dog  waste  bins, 

together with educating people on the  

consequences of not picking up after their 

dogs.   

 

§ Pot holes and road  

condition generally was 

of major concern and  

aircraft noise is an  

on-going problem.    

 

§ Fly tipping is seen as a major problem in our 

area and better enforcement was felt to be 

needed to deal with this.  

§ Overgrown bushes along side pavements 

was mentioned by  63% of households  

who responded.  Poor street  lighting in  

some   areas was  a concern as well as 

maintenance of existing lighting.  

 

§ New footpaths in certain areas would be 

welcome, particularly between Slip End 

and Woodside Animal Farm. There were 

several  roads highlighted as a problem 

when they flood and you would like to see 

a permanent solution in these areas.   

 

§ Last, but not least, you said you would like 

to see better tree and landscape  

management to enhance our environment.  

 

Traffic and Transport  
 
§ The main concerns about traffic were  

considered to be : speeding traffic,  

particularly in Markyate Road, Front 

Street and Upper and Lower Woodside. 

Parking in almost all areas of the parish 

was also a concern. Preferred  options for 

solving the speeding problem were  

flashing signs, speed cameras, road  

narrowing with priorities and mini  

roundabouts at junctions .  

 

§ With regard to parking you would like to 

see  better  enforcement  of parking 

regulations, including road markings.  

 

§ You also expressed concern about certain 

areas of the parish being  used as ôrat 

runsõ. 

 

§ Two thirds    of 

households who 

replied would like 

to see a pedestrian crossing put in place 

for crossing over the road to  the playing 

field and the Church .  
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§ A large percentage of people would like to 

see an improved  public transport service,   

to include  a  more  frequent  bus  service 

and  extended hours,  more  routes and 

better timetable display.  A high number of 

people said they 

would like to see 

a bus route to 

Luton Parkway in 

p a r t i c u l a r , 

closely followed 

by Luton Station.  

 

Community 

 

§ 70% of those who replied knew the mobile 

library visited the villages. Saturday was 

the preferred day for visits. Sadly this 

service  ceased on the 2 nd April so we are 

looking for ways in which to provide the 

service within the community.  

 

§ Most of the suggestions regarding the 

youth shelter in the park were negative 

ones  as  people felt  that it was  

unattractive and not kept clean.  

 

§ It is proposed 

to consult 

w i t h  t h e 

youth in the 

v i l l age to  

improve this 

facility  and 

keep  it in  a   better condition.  

 

§ Some people had responded positively to 

become involved with Village Day/other 

events and 46 households said they would 

volunteer.  It is hoped  that even  more 

people will 

take up the 

c h a l l en g e 

nearer the 

time and a 

m e e t i n g 

could be 

held for 

those who 

have come 

forward.  

§ The suggestion to provide a free copy of 

the Parish News to every household  

brought  a  50/50 response. In the light of 

this the Parish Council will be considering 

the implications and advantages for the 

future. When people were asked about the 

best ways to promote local clubs and 

events many suggested the Parish News.  

 

§ Over   50% of people responded positively 

when asked about adult education classes in 

the parish.  Most  popular were dancing, 

exercise classes, arts and crafts and I.T.  

 

Health  

 

§ In the survey, only 32 people answered the 

first question on Health. Of these, 84% 

said  they  had  difficulty getting to the 

hospital. They were also asked if there was 

difficulty getting to other health services 

and 34% said they had difficulty getting to 

a dentist, 47%  to a chemist and  50% to a 

Doctor. The conclusion was that the parish 

could consider providing some sort of  

voluntary transport service for  people who 

do have difficulty accessing these services.  

 

§ In the second part of the questions people 

were asked if they would use a  Good 

Neighbour Volunteer Care Scheme.    There 

was a bigger response to this question with 

137 people answering. Of these 62% said 

that they would like to use the scheme if  

provided, and 54% said that  they would be  

prepared  to assist with such a scheme.  

   
Leisure  

 

§ The  website, notice boards and the Parish 

News are already widely used for the  

promotion of local clubs and societies. 44% 

were in favour of a ôWhatõs Onõ directory 

for every household but this would need to 

be updated yearly.  

 

§ 85% of those people who responded to 

more facilities for the 12 ñ18 years old 

were in favour of this, with a senior  youth 

club being the most requested followed by 

skate ramps and street dancing.  
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§ Those who answered the question regarding 

the childrenõs playground would like to see 

more equipment for all ages in the park.  

 

§ 42% of those who responded were in favour 

of dedicated cycle paths or lanes  around 

the  Parish and the linking of the villages 

together.  

 
§ Most people were aware that there were 

allotments in the village and 48 households 

were interested in a shared or smaller plot.  

  

Housing 

 

§ Of the 362 households responding to the 

question asking if consideration should be 

given to some new housing in the Parish, the 

majority thought not.  However, should  

additional housing be permitted, residents 

believed this should be limited to a  

maximum of fifty homes. There was also a 

view that the numbers of new homes should 

be controlled naturally by restricting  

development to infill units of around one or 

two individual units where space allows.  

 
§ The main concerns residents have with  

  increased traffic congestion, increased  

  parking issues, impact on the environment  

  and community life, as well as on public  

  services such as Doctors and the Hospital.  

 

§ When asked about the type of housing they 

would prefer to see residents highlighted: 

starter homes, sheltered/warden con-

trolled housing and three bedroomed family 

homes. The greatest need was recorded as 

being for starter homes.  

§ As a preferred option for development, 

80% of households mentioned owner  

occupied homes while 20% favoured other 

types of occupation.  

 

§ 13% of households indicated that members 

of their family had a current need for  

affordable housing in the parish while 60% 

did not anticipate any such need in future.  

When a need was anticipated, starter 

homes and elderly accommodation were 

highlighted.  

 

§ Sixty eight per cent of respondents stated 

a preference for staying in the Parish. Of 

those who said they will move away from 

the Parish, 38 said they would prefer to 

live somewhere else, and thirty five said 

their move will be for òother reasonsó. 


