
 

Welcome to the second special focus 

on Slip End Lower School.  

A year has passed since our last feature on 

the village school, so we felt it was time for 

an update on how things are progressing. 

The good news is that SELS continues to go 

from strength to strength with excellent 

results and improved facilities which are 

attracting increasing numbers of new pupils. 

Over the past 12 months investment in the 
school has meant the ICT suite has been 

upgraded with new and additional 

computers. Through the fundraising efforts 

of FoSELS and collecting of supermarket 

vouchers, there has also been new 

playground and sports equipment.  

Of course the highlight for the children was 

the new swimming pool roof making it an 

indoor facility. (see picture below) Plans are 

also underway to hopefully, (subject to 

permission) have changing room facilities 

added soon.  

Growing & Learning 

Having the equipment is one thing but what 

goes on inside the school to stimulate and 

educate is of even more value.  

The variety of activities and special events 

organised really adds to the whole learning 

experience.  Here are just a few examples 

from the past year alone.   

Prior to Christmas a visiting theatre group 
performed the classic Dickens story  ―A 

Christmas Carol‖ for the whole school. 

A visit by a music group entertained the 

children and let them try out a wide range of 

instruments 

Vets & Pets day: the children in  Foundation 

learned about caring for animals when 

parents brought in a selection of pets 

including a chinchilla, guinea pig, tortoise, 

dog and even a tarantula! 

Roman day: Year 3 put their archaeological 

expertise to the test when they had to work 
out how the Romans lived from artefacts lent 

to the class by a local museum 

No pencil day: not as simple as it sounds. 

Year 2 & 3 spent a day working through 

practical problems and coming up with 

creative ideas such as how to drop an egg out 

of the 1st floor window without breaking it, 

using a range of materials & their excellent 

imaginations! 

Add to this small selection the trips out, 

themed days, after school clubs and 
lunchtime activities such as a choir and you 

start to get a picture of just how varied life in 

a modern school can be.  

Certainly it‘s a much richer learning 

experience than I remember from my school 

days. Without a doubt it helps to produce 

children who are well rounded, happy and 

interested in the world around them.     

School Special 

Focus on Slip End Lower School 

“I think Slip End 

school is the best 
school in the  

whole wide world” 



NOW WE’RE COOKING!!! 

Just one of the many benefits of village life, 
is forging close relationships with your 

neighbours. Over the years SELS has 

received sponsorship and support from local 

businesses like Slip End Garage, Airparks 

and Fantastic Fireworks. However, recently 

the Frog & Rhubarb cooked up an exciting 

way of helping the children. Small groups of 

pupils from years 3 and 4 have visited the 

pub and under the experienced eye of the 

chef, learned how to cook their own tasty 

lunch of brie stuffed chicken breast in Parma 

ham. 

It has been a roaring success with many 

children trying vegetables and flavours they 

previously had turned their noses up at.  Not 

only did they prepare, cook and eat their 

meals but learned important lessons in food 

hygiene, kitchen safety and nutrition. It has 

been so successful that Year 2 are now 

visiting the pub to try out their hand at 

cooking. A big thank you to Paul & his team 

for this and the wonderful fund raising Easter 

treasure hunt earlier in the year.  

Bluebells Children Centre 

A few months ago the children‘s centre 

opened in the school grounds. Designed to 

support the needs of parents and carers of 

children from birth to 5 years old, the newly 

named Bluebells Centre holds sessions on a 

Monday and Tuesday for pre-school children 

to learn through play.  

There are songs, stories and physical 

activities plus a chance for parents to meet 

and get advice and support if they need it. 
There are even specific sessions for 

childminders to attend with their charges. It‘s 

another great free resource for the village and 

one that is proving very popular. 

AWARD WINNING SCHOOL 

Slip End Lower has spent several years 
working towards the ―Healthy School 

Award‖, a national accreditation from the 

Education Authority. It means the school 

meets specific criteria on physical activity, 

emotional and physical health as well as 

healthy eating, which sounds straight 

forward enough but has, in fact, been a huge 

amount of hard work.  

They have had to provide evidence that they 

meet the prescribed standards in these 4 core 

areas. It has meant not only looking at ways 
of encouraging exercise though initiatives 

like a recent skipping demonstration 

followed by sponsored skipping day, but also 

listening to the children and acting on their 

suggestions for a better school environment. 

 Winning this award shows the school‘s 

commitment to addressing the needs of the 

whole child, physically, mentally and 

emotionally. It is an excellent accolade  and 

will certainly win favour when the next 

Ofsted inspection takes place. 

On June 24th, teachers Mrs Casemore and 
Mrs Gordon attended a ceremony at the 

Rufus Centre in Flitwick where they 

officially received the plaque which will take 

pride of place in the school.   

Skipping Day in full swing 



GOODBYE MRS. GORDON 

After 15 years as a teacher, 11 of them spent 
at SELS, it is with great sadness that we will 

see Margaret Gordon retire at the end of 

term. Margaret has loved working at SELS 

and, although looking forward to spending 

more time with her family and her garden, 

will miss the children and staff very much. 

―Most teachers like to move every few years 

to broaden their experience‖ said Margaret. 

―But SELS has such a lovely, unique 

environment with such caring people, I have 

never wanted to work anywhere else.‖ 

Margaret Gordon retires in July 

In recent years taking on the demanding role 

of Assistant Head Teacher has given her 
plenty of challenges but it is the children 

who have given her the greatest satisfaction. 

―It has been a privilege and pleasure to be 

part of their young lives,‖ said Margaret. 

―Every day they teach you something new.‖      

Head Teacher Sue Smith said. ―Margaret is 

an inspirational teacher who has enriched the 

lives of all of the children that she has 

taught.  She will be missed by all of the staff 

and the children.‖ We all thank her for her 

wonderful contribution to the school and 

wish her a happy, well earned retirement. 

A REWARDING DAY OUT 

Right on Slip End‘s doorstep is the 
wonderful Stockwood Park Discovery Centre 

and Year 2 got to enjoy it during a recent day 

out.  

Having achieved their goal of earning 14 

stars for good behaviour in class, the children 

were rewarded with a trip to this local 

attraction. After walking down to the park, 

Year 2 had plenty of time to learn about 

transport through the ages at the museum. 

Some of the carriages and exhibits are 

designed so the children can climb on and in 
them which was very popular. They also got 

to explore the grounds, look at the sculptures, 

Victorian garden, the World War 2 garden, 

complete with chickens and Anderson shelter 

as well as get hands on with the sensory 

garden.  

Plus there was dressing up in period 

costumes and fun in the adventure 

playground. All in all an enjoyable and 

educational day out for everyone and a well 

earned reward for a class who had hit the 

target set for them.      

Exploring Stockwood Park museum 

 



MOVING ON UP 

At the end of year 4 children at SELS take the big step of moving on to local middle schools. 
For these youngsters, having enjoyed the small 100 strong SELS community, moving to 

schools of 300 to 600+ pupils is a huge change.  SELS does a lot of work to prepare them for 

this with visits to prospective schools and discussions about feelings and how they will cope. 

In fact as you read this most of year 4 will be on a four day residential adventure trip to Nor-

folk where they will experience climbing, zip wires, archery and lots of fun. The trip not only 

promotes physical education but helps the children with teamwork and their own independ-

ence as they cope away from home.    

In amongst the excitement of moving on there is also the sadness of leaving their first school 

behind. We asked the children of Year 4 what their memories & thoughts were and here‘s 

what they had to say.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is just a tiny selection of the wonderful things the children wrote about their school. We 

wish them all every success and happiness when they leave in July. 

   

Year 4 was my favourite class, I went to the Frog & Rhubarb to cook a meal. 
I’ve had special days for Christmas, we had Christmas plays & we’ve been to 
Woodside home to sing carols. Now one day all these memories will be gone 

but I won’t let that happen. 

In year 2, I re-
member we had 
a Harry Potter 

day. Mrs Gordon 
was a lovely 

teacher. I wished 
I had her forever 

In nursery I was 
frightened the 

first time I 
walked in but 

the teacher was 

really nice & I 
soon settled in 

My favourite 

thing about 
SELS is eve-

rything! 

My favourite 
thing is 

swimming 
because it’s 
really fun 

I love going to SELS. On the 
first day I was upset & nerv-
ous. I really missed my mum 
for the first couple of days. 
But when I got used to it I 

knew that friends were there 
for each other  

I think Slip End school is 
the best school in the 

whole wide world 

When I was stuck Miss Carroll came 
over & made my work better. I like 
Miss Carroll, I think she is one of the 
best teachers 

I am going 

to miss 
this school 

Year 3 was especially spe-
cial to me as we had Mrs 
Gordon for another year 

Year 4 is a brilliant 
year, it’s the year 
I met Miss Carroll; 
she’s the best part 

of year 4 

My favourite thing 
about SELS is friends 

because they are 
kind, loyal and 

friendly. Most of all 
they like you back 

My favourite 
thing is my 

friends because 
they are fun to 

play with  

Year 1 with Miss Pep-
piatt was wonderful. 
We learned about Van 
Gogh & painted sun-
flowers 

I like every-

thing because 
I can always 
be with my 

friends 

In Year 2 the Fire 

Brigade came & 
we went in their 
fire engine and 
got locked in! 



 Places available for 3½ to 9yr olds 

 Small class sizes 

 2008 SATS results above the national average and 

Year 4  results above the Local Authority average 

 A beautiful countryside setting 

Did you know? 
Slip End Lower School has: 

Slip End Lower school offers an excellent education in a caring 
environment to children from across the Luton & Dunstable 

area. If you’d like to see for yourself call us on 01582 720152 
to arrange a visit. 

Visitors are always welcome 

Slip End Lower School, Ross Way, Slip End, Beds LU1 4DD 

 tel no: 01582 720152 

“This a caring school in which adults work hard to support all pupils” 
“The school offers pupils a rich and varied curriculum and a good level of care.” 

Ofsted Report, Dec 2006 

Visit www.slipend.beds.sch.uk & read the full 

Ofsted report & find out more about SELS 



Finger Buffet provided - Bring  your own drinks Edwardian dress 

optional. Admission by ticket only, numbers limited so get yours early! 

Tickets just £5 from 

Shirley Knapton 28 Markyate Road (01582 412506) 

Centenary 

Celebration!  
Friday July 24th at 8pm 

Our Village Hall was opened on 24th July 1909. 

It’s a Centenary! Come and join us at our grand... 

Old Tyme Musical Hall 

Community Singing 

Theatrical Melodrama! 

  

YOUTH CLUB 

Last month at the Youth Club, the MUGA 
event (Multi Utility Games Area) at the 

Playing Field was well attended by the 

youngsters and others not so young who 

were interested to find out what the MUGA 

is all about. The MUGA was installed on the 

old tennis court at the Playing Field in the 

spring. There are two basketball hoops and 

football goals, funded by Streetcred.   



Are you a dog lover? 
 

Could you look after a dog in 

your  

home while the owner 

is on holiday?  
 

If so, we’d love to hear from you. 

 
 

We have established an excellent reputation for offering a truly home from 

home service for dogs while their owners are on holiday, away on business or in 

hospital. 
 

We believe that the dogs deserve the individual attention they would get at 

home, therefore each of our carers only ever looks after dogs from one client 

at any one time.  We work very hard to match visiting dogs to the right carer 

and try to place dogs with the same carer each time. 
 

We are currently looking for new carers to join our team.  You can do as much or 

as little as you choose and the work fits easily around existing commitments. 
 

Please note that a police check and references will be required. 
 

So why not be paid to do something you enjoy? 

Call us to find out more: 07721 078271 or 01582 453904  

or e-mail us: enquiries@caddingtonpets.co.uk 

Slip End & District Association 

Senior Citizens Outing - Saturday June 6th 

Almost 100 of us set off in two charabancs for our trip down to the sea side at Worthing 

on an initially wet, but soon clear, breezy day. We arrived to do just what we all wanted 

to do; an amble on the promenade, a coffee break or a bracing walk along the pier. 

Later on in the afternoon we all met up for Fish „n‟ Chips or Ham Salad before rejoining 

our coaches. We enjoyed a pleasant ride home, getting back to Slip End at about 8.30. 

Everyone agreed that we had spent a very pleasant day, grateful to SEADA who had 

raised all costs, amounting to £1800. 

Come and meet us on the SEADA stall 

at the Village Fun Day, when we will 

be starting to raise funds for our day 

out in 2010. Our weekly Bingo sessions 
also form an important part of our 

fund raising effort: come along on 

Thursday evenings at 8pm in the 

Village Hall . Then later on, we will 

have our Easter Car Boot Sale, again 

at the Village Hall. 

Gillian Plummer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SLIP END 

VILLAGE HALL 

Your Village Hall 
 

for Dances, Receptions & Parties 

Facilities for the disabled 
 

For bookings contact 

Gill Plummer  723109 
9 Markyate Road, Slip End 

TEL 01582 460900  
www.marionwhite.co.uk 

 

103 LUTON ROAD, 
HARPENDEN  AL5 3BB  

RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE & EASY PARKING 

   

NEW MANAGEMENT 

NEW  STYLISH DÉCOR 

NEW TOP  STYLISTS 

NEW COLOUR TECHNICIANS 

NEW QUALIFIED BEAUTICIANS 

NEW  NAIL  TECHNICIANS 

NEW SUNBED 

NEW  SPECIAL OFFERS EVERY WEEK  

NEW FAKE BAKE SUNLESS TANNING 

NEW OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY 

All electrical works carried out include: 
24hr call-out, rewires, testing, extra sockets 

Contact Paul 
175 Woodside Road 

Tel: 01582 450800 

Utility Engineering Services 

PILATES 
‘Intelligent Exercise’ 
A method of exercise 

and physical movement 
designed to stretch body. 

 

Group sessions at  

Slip End School 
 

For information  

call Andrea on  

01582 458886 

 

Tailoress 
Mrs V. Jordan 

 
 

Quick, reliable 

alterations to all 

types of clothing 
Call 01582 391675 

 

 

We are a local, professional reliable service provider. 

All services are insured and guaranteed.      

Call 0845 116 2116 for a free quotation. 
Unit 7 Manor Road Garage, Manor Road, Caddington, Luton LU1 4ED 

For your entire household 

needs & services 
 

including Cleaning, Washing,  

Ironing & Decorating. 



HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 455185 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 0795 6833488 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (SBDC): 472222 
Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Mother‟s Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Women‟s Institute: 421034 

Police: 473462 

Aircraft noise: 395382 
Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES  

St Andrew’s Church 
Rev Joy Daniel 01582 424363 

Wardens: Tony Willson 482681 
Susan Wiltshire 725984 

 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Philip Horner 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  
Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large 

Website: slipend.co.uk 

SCHOOLS 
Slip End Lower: 720152 

Caddington Village School: 726058 
Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 
Manshead: 608641 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 
Philip Penman: 455185 
PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Geoff Daniel: 424363 
geoffdaniel@btinternet.com  

Ken Crossett 414168 
kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 
crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

Sarah Minnighan 
s.minnighan@btinternet.com 

Paul Cooper 
paul-cooper@indigo-tiger.com 

 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Nikki West: 402312 (9am to noon weekdays) 
parishclerk@slipend.co.uk 

 

CENTRAL BEDS COUNCIL: 0300 300 8000 
 

CENTRAL BEDS COUNCILLOR 
Richard Stay: 724685 

Richard.Stay@bedscc.gov.uk  
 
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Margaret Moran: 01582 731882 

info@margaretmoran.org.uk 



PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 

The Chairman‟s 
Annual Report was 

delivered at the 

Par i sh  Counc i l 

meeting in June and 

is summarised as 

follows.  Full version 

may be found on 

slipend.co.uk. 

PARISH COUNCIL of  

ALEY GREEN  

PEPPERSTOCK  

SLIP END  

& WOODSIDE 

Annual Report 2008-9 

The key aim of the Council is to improve the 

quality of life for everyone in the parish, 

from our youngest to our oldest members.  
This report sets out to describe the work of 

the Council over the last twelve months 

towards achieving that objective.  

Background 

During the year, Christine Benson and 

Tracey Burgess left the Council and two new 

members joined; Sarah Minnighan and Paul 

Cooper. The Parish Councillors are: Paul 

Cooper, Janet Crawley, Ken Crossett (Acting 

Chairman) Geoff Daniel, Steve Fuell, Sarah 

Minnighan, and Philip Penman, all supported 

by the Parish Clerk Nikki West. 

The principal organisations that have helped 

are: Airparks, Balfour Beatty Skanska Joint 

Venture, Bedfordshire County Council, 

South Bedfordshire District Council, 

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity, 

Country Gardens, London Luton Airport, the 

Police and St Margaret‘s School Bushey. The 

Council is also grateful to County Councillor 

Richard Stay and District Councillors Ruth 

Gammons, Sally Hill, and Philip Penman for 

their assistance and, to a number of residents 
who have provided their time and specialist 

knowledge.   

M1 

The motorway widening programme was 

largely completed in December with some 

localised works outstanding. Representatives 

of Balfour Beatty Skanska Joint Venture 
have continued to work closely with Cllr 

Fuell as these works are completed and as 

they progress through a snagging list which 

was presented to them. The Council is 

grateful to Mike Sanders for his advice and 

assistance. 

Some of the outstanding items include: 

completion of the rain water tank at the 

bottom of Church Road which was expected 

to be completed by the end of May, grass 

surfacing to the bridleway at Church Road, 

tree planting and landscaping at the 

Pepperstock bridge.   

The Council are grateful to the contractors 

for acknowledging its concerns, dealing with 

them where possible and for the numerous 

small jobs they have completed around the 

Parish at the Council‘s request with no cost 

to residents. 

A1081 Junctions 

Pressure will continue to be directed for a 

roundabout at Newlands Road until a 

satisfactory solution is found to the Council‘s 
perceived need for safety and traffic flow 

improvements. Following similar pressure 

brought by the Council for improvements at 

the Half Moon Lane junction, a new traffic 

separation island has been installed with a 

second to follow shortly. Sadly, a number of 

serious accidents have taken place at this 

junction, prior to the revised layout. 



Pepperstock Junction 

The Council‘s ongoing campaign for 

improvements has met with some success in 

that this has now been designated as a 

priority two in Highways County wide 
catalogue of requested schemes. It is felt that 

these improvements are not likely to be 

carried out in the immediate future but it is 

reassuring they are on a list and gradually 

moving up it. 

Footpaths 

The Front Street footpath was extended from 

the Old Chapel towards the motorway 

bridge. Funding for this was provided by the 

Council from its £6000 Parish Partnership 

Grant and the balance met by Bedfordshire 

Highways. 

The Council funded the siding out works in 

Pepperstock Lane and Front Street to remove 

the over grown vegetation and restore the 

paths to their full width. It also arranged 

repairs to the pavements in Elaine Gardens 

and Pepperstock Lane.  

The Council is grateful to Don Burford for 

his monthly reports on the condition of our 

local public footpaths. (See the item 

elsewhere in this issue from Don.) 

Resurfacing & Repairs 

Cllr Fuell has worked throughout the year 

with Highways to ensure essential repairs are 

carried out. These works include: the 

junction of Manor Road and Woodside, the 

bus stop in Grove Road. Repairs are 

scheduled to be carried out in Upper 

Woodside and the resurfacing of Front Street 

and Half Moon Lane have been completed. 

Drainage 

Following a long period of petitioning on 

behalf of the Parish, Cllr Fuell secured 

improvement to the drainage at the bend in 
Upper Woodside and has obtained agreement 

for work to commence shortly on improving 

the drainage in Grove Road close to the 30 

mph sign.   

Street Lighting 

Cllr Fuell responded to a concern received 

from the Brickhill and Downlands Residents 

Association. Following an inspection of the 

lighting records it appears Front Street, Half 
Moon Lane and Summer Street are below 

standard. Highways will be carrying out a 

survey to confirm this shortly and no doubt 

Cllr Fuell will be pressing for an upgrade if 

the current lighting is confirmed as being sub 

standard. 

Aley Green Cemetery 

The management committee comprises of 

two Councillors from this Parish, which 

holds the Chair, Caddington and Markyate. 

The Council contributes £1016 per year 

towards the upkeep of the cemetery which 

Cllr Daniel continues to take an interest in. 

Cllr Daniel reports the cemetery is in good 

condition for its rustic rural setting and no 

problems have been experienced over the last 

twelve months.      

Features 

The Rossway garden feature has been 

enhanced with an additional planter and a 

new Slip End sign added.  This together with 

Coronation Gardens and the lawn in Crawley 

Close in front of the bungalows have been 
maintained by the Council with the 

assistance of Andy and Debbie Prothero and 

valued contributions from other local 

residents particularly Val Church. 

Policing  

The Safer Neighbourhood Police Team, who 

look after the Parish, had a change of 

personnel, PC Louise Howard was replaced 

by PC Wesley Hall and PCSO Paul Clark 

joined PCSO Claire Young. The working 

relationship remains excellent and the work 

of all the officers is very much appreciated. 
The Priority Policing Initiative was 

introduced in September whereby residents 

are able to request officers to target their 

activity to a particular issue over a three 

month period. The first priority was that of 



anti social behaviour in the centre of Slip 

End and the resultant police activity resolved 

the problem. 

The second quarter priority was directed 

towards illegal parking, particularly around 

the School and at junctions where parked 
vehicles obstructed visibility for other road 

users. The Police action, which was largely 

advisory, led to some improvements, 

however, as the problem persisted, the 

priority was extended for a further period. 

The Council has continued its campaign to 

reduce the number of speeding vehicles in 

Slip End. A survey last year established the 

average speed of vehicles entering and 

leaving the Village to be 40 mph. This 

survey is being used by Cllr Fuell to 

negotiate increased levels of enforcement 

action at additional locations. 

Member of Parliament 

Two issues of concern expressed by residents 

were raised with the M.P.: Police response 

times to non emergency calls and the closure 

of the Post Office. Margaret Moran raised 

these issues with the Chief Constable and the 

Minister of State for Business Enterprise & 

Regulatory Reform. Copies of the 

correspondence are available on the Parish 

website or from the Clerk. 

Housing Development Proposals 

An outline proposal emerged in the local 
press for large scale development of the land 

stretching from Slip End to Caddington.  

This proposal was put forward at a late stage 

and as a result was not considered by the 

Joint Planning & Transport Committee prior 

to the publication of their preferred core 

strategy for development. However, a request 

by the developers for this proposal to be 

considered within the strategy may be made 

during the consultation period. 

While the Council believes some small 
development is needed for the sustainability 

of the community, such a large scale 

development would have a major impact. 

Both Caddington Parish Council and this 

Council were of the view residents needed to 

be informed of the detail of the proposal 

which the Councils had and resulted in a 

document being circulated to every 

household in both Parishes.  

Both Councils continue to employ jointly a 

leading local consultant to advise on 

proposed developments in South 

Bedfordshire.  

Finance 

The Council‘s financial base remains in a 

strong position and continues to operate 

within budget under the control of Cllr 

PC Louise Howard moved on recently from our SNT 

team to be replaced by PC Wesley Hall (above) who 

joined PCSOs Claire Young and Paul Clark. 



Penman. The Council reduced the money it 

receives in Council Tax from £56237 in 

2008/9 to £37135 in 2009/10. At the end of 

the last financial year, £24394 was carried 

forward and earmarked for expenditure on 
capital projects identified in the forthcoming 

Parish Plan. 

The Council‘s expenditure for 2008/9 was: 

Administration incl. staff costs: £135,18 

Highways & Amenity Areas: £7,915 

Crawley Playground: £7,463 

Subscriptions: £410 

Aley Green Cemetery: £1,016 

Grants: £1,310 

Special Capital Expenditure: £582 

Community Projects Group: £1,000 

                                          Total: £33,214 

The Parish Council has supported a number 

of local groups and charities over the past 

twelve months.  These include Brownies, 

Playgroup and Mums & Toddlers all held at 

the Village Hall, and the Beaver and Cubs 

groups held at Slip End Lower School. 

Grants have also been awarded to the 

Friendship Club and Brickhill & Downlands 

Residents Association and the Bedfordshire 

Road Victim's Trust.  Other donations have 

been made to the Royal British Legion and 
other local groups.  Gifts were presented to 

the more senior members of the community 

at Christmas, and the support received from 

local businesses was very much appreciated.   

Community 

During 2008 two new Community initiatives, 

Village Day and the Chatty Club were 

introduced by Cllr Crawley, building on the 

continued success of the Youth Club which 

began in 2007. Cllr Crawley is grateful to the 

many residents and local businesses that 

came forward to help her. The Council 
recognised the growing sense of community 

within the Parish and the need for many 

more community based facilities. 

As a result two public meetings were held 

when residents decided to set up a not for 

profit Community Projects Group. The aims 

of the Group are to help develop existing 

clubs, associations, and businesses and 

embark on new projects. The Group will be 

community led, part funded by the Parish 

Council, and through fundraising activities 

and grant assistance. 

The Group comprising of over twenty 

residents, chaired by Cllr Cooper is now 

established and work is already underway to 

improve community life. Anyone living in 

the Parish is welcome to attend meetings 

which are published on the web site and 

parish notice boards. 

Cllrs Crawley, Minnighan and the Clerk are 

actively involved in this venture to assist 

with the transition from the Council to the 

Group. They are assisted by Michelle Stoll 
who has been appointed Projects Manager 

and Carol Brennan a resident who has been 

appointed Honorary Treasurer. 

Parish Plan  

For some time the Council has been 

concerned that communication with residents 

is not as good as it could be, particularly with 

regard to its future work. With that in mind 

the Council proposed at the two Public 

Meetings for a Parish Plan to be produced to 

guide the work of both the Parish Council 
and the Community Projects Group. 

Following a presentation from Jemma 

McClean of Bedfordshire Rural 

Communities Charities Association, 

residents accepted this concept which will 

also be community led. 

A steering group of twelve residents, 

including Cllr Fuell has been formed, chaired 

by Adriana Lokman. The group will consult 

with all residents, 

using different 

formats, to establish 
what people of all 

ages would like to 

see both the Projects 

Group and the 

Council achieve in 

the future.  

 



Parish Website 

Following groundwork by Cllr Daniel, the 

Council obtained agreement from St 

Andrew‘s PCC to expand the website which 

it introduced, pays for and maintains. A 
number of changes have been made to the 

Council pages, a Communities Projects 

Group has been added and a section for the 

Parish Plan will follow. Cllr Minnighan and 

web master Peter King are working at this. 

Minutes of Parish Council meetings will be 

included with upcoming agendas. Working 

documents, reports, procedures and Council 

policies will also appear. From time to time 

correspondence is received from residents 

and with their consent this too will be 

published along with other correspondence 

likely to be of interest to residents. 

A new search facility has been introduced for 

residents to quickly find all references to a 

particular issue; a ―contact form‖ has been 

made available for residents to complete 

should they wish to contact the Council, 

Projects and Plan Groups. 

The diary facility has been updated for Clubs 

and Associations to record meeting and event 

dates, and check for clashes during their 

planning process. The diary is easy to use 

and allows for recurring future dates.  

Chairman’s Closing Remarks             

This report summarises work carried out by 

the Council over the last year. Much has 

been achieved by the dedication, hard work 

and time given not just by my colleagues but 

also a growing number of residents who are 

coming forward to help in our community. A 

special mention must go to the Clerk, Nikki, 

who has very ably supported the work of the 

Council and the widening activities it has 

engaged in throughout the community. 

On behalf of the Parish may I express 

appreciation for what you have all achieved 

with a heartfelt thank you. 

Ken Crossett 

Chairman 

 

 

We want  

the missing 

seal back! 

PN is campaigning for the original bronze 

plaque to be sited nearer to its origins. Fear 

is that it will become an ornament in some 

‘executive’s’ office : not, in our opinion 

where, it should finally rest.  

Our suggestion is to site it at Stockwood 

Discovery Centre, close to where it resided 

unloved on the bridge in Church Road for 50 

years. A reproduction will be produced 

sometime to go on the plaque (see the void in 

the picture above) on the new junction 10 set 

up which is fine by us.   

But, come on lads, lets have our seal back! 

Projects Group Manager Michelle Stoll chats to Ken 

Crossett at the Youth Club MUGA evening. Body 

language suggests Michelle is giving Ken a bit of a 

grilling to which he is responding in his typically 

sympathetic style, which disguises a progressively 

constructive approach to the constant plethora of issues, 

questions and liaisons which he faces as chairman of the 

Parish Council.  Ken gets a little criticism from some 

quarters for his „Abbey National School of Excellence‟ 

methods, but it has to be admitted that these  serve him 

well in getting on with things! 

WHAT 
NO 

SEAL?



 

PARISH COUNCIL - A PN PERSPECTIVE 

This issue, which is circulated throughout the 
parish, serves as the platform for our Parish 

Council to present a summarised report on 

their actives over the past year. These 

matters are dealt with in much greater detail 

month by month during Council Meetings in 

the Village Hall and the Chairman‘s full 

report is available on slipend.co.uk or from 

the Parish Clerk. Growing attendances by 

residents at the monthly Parish Council 

meetings reflect increasing local interest in 

matters parochial. Parish Council meetings 
dates are listed in the Diary Page at the back 

of each Parish News. 

Now that the misdoings of so many of our 

our elected representatives in Parliament 

have been exposed, for many of us 

confidence in the democratic system has 

taken a battering. Whilst the national media 

rightly has a field day, little or nothing is 

mentioned relating to the less vaunted levels 

of our democratic  system. Here at Parish 

News, where we take a much more local 

view, feelings are that all is not lost.   

Here at local level, our elected councillors 

make a much better, if less publicised 

showing. They work for no financial reward, 

with community issues paramount, putting in 

long hours on our behalf. We are fortunate to  

have so many people willing to step forward 

as councillors and here at Parish News we 

are greatly encouraged that more are coming 

in to do their bit.  Already, results of their 

efforts are beginning to be seen. 

I could fill pages here about what our local 
Councillors get up to but space does not 

permit, although in our community many of 

us are aware of just how much they are doing 

and how many hours they put in.  All is by 

no means perfect, there is still much to do, 

but PN perspectives are positive. So let us 

just one mention suffice to represent the 

efforts of them all, not just here in the Parish 

but also at the new to Central Bedfordshire 

Council.   

Steve Fuell has sat 

on the council for a 

long time and in 

recent years taken 

on, amongst other 
things, dealings 

related to the roads 

and pavements as 

far as he can at 

Parish level. 

Promoting our best 

interests is an 

arduous and sometimes frustrating process, 

not always getting the best desired results as 

we see them. Steve has badgered at District 

and County as well as M1 contractors and 

recently we have seen a quantum leap in a 
number of areas, where potholes have been 

filled, resurfacing has been done and some 

footpaths have been fixed. It is hoped that 

there will be much more progress around the 

Parish, but with Steve Fuell‟s persistence, we 

feel confident that recent progress will be 

maintained in the foreseeable future. 

David Kingston 

  

 

 

 

 

Please Give generously 

The Roof At 

St. Andrew’S 

Needs Your 

Support! 



SILVERLINE CARS 

456-456 
Private Hire 

24 Hour Service 
 

4 & 7 Seaters Available 

Computer Controlled Service 

 

 

 

For further information  
CALLPaul Goodaker on 07979057393 

RELAX! 
We have a man that can... 

Collections, deliveries, removals, 

furniture repair and restoration, flat 

packs, gardening and all manner of jobs 

work undertaken. 

Can’t find the time  
to do all those jobs 
around your home  

and garden? 



 Services and Events in July 

Midweek Communions take place monthly at two venues in Slip End, details from Joy 

Wednesday 1st 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Thursday 2nd 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 5th 10.30am 

6.00-8.00 

Family Communion 

3;16  BBQ in Vicarage Garden 

Wednesday 8th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 12th 10.30am Morning Praise 

Wednesday 15th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Thursday 16th 8.00 pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 19th 10.30am Holy Communion 

Wednesday 22nd 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Friday 24th 8.00pm Village Hall Centenary Celebrations 

Saturday 25th 11.00-5.00 Slip End Village Day, Playing Fields, Church Open 

Sunday 26th 10.30am Morning Praise 

Wednesday 29th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Friday 31st 2.00pm Woodside Home Service 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

Roof progress 

Parish News editor has spoken to Chris 

Barnes who heads up the St Andrew‘s 

committee working on the roof project.  

“St Andrew‟s is delighted that the Beds and 
Herts Historic Churches Trust has promised 

a grant of £18,000 to the church roof appeal, 

with a probable further £6,000 to come. This 

means we now have nearly £60,000 already 

given or pledged. However, that still leaves 

another £40,000 to be raised from other 

grant making bodies (none of which are 

likely to be as generous as the local trust) 

and the local community.  

The church will be very grateful for all 

further contributions from its own 

congregation, local residents and 

businesses; these are still vital if the church 

is to keep a roof over its head.” 

Fundraising is intensive, with approaches to 

charitable funding groups, local businesses 

and residents in the parish here, served by St 

Andrew‘s. A Gift Day took place in June, 

when the church congregation dug further 

into their pockets: more news next month. 

SAVE on 

your 

household 

bills! 

Raise money 

for St 

Andrew’S 

Roof ! 

Call  0800 1313000 or Ade Lokman 

locally on 01582 873079 and give 

our appeal number C91942. 

We‟re part of a new fundraising scheme. 

Simply switch your utilities to the Utilities 

Warehouse Discount Club and we‟ll receive 

a donation of up to 5% of your household 

bill - every month. And you‟ll save money for 

yourself at the same time! 

Also, save 5% on all your petrol and 

household shopping. Call and ask how. 

You save money 

We raise money! 

with ... 



 

 

Coming soon! 

  
 

The St Andrews Church Holiday Club for 2009. 
Full details and booking forms will be available in 

the September edition of Parish News 
The dates will be Thursday 29th  

and Friday 30th October. 
 

(If you don’t regularly have PN and would like your children in school years 1-6 

to attend please contact Mary on 738435 or Jill on 452539) 



ANDREW & SYLVIA’S TRIP TO INDIA 

Andrew Harland and 
his girlfriend Sylvia 

are members of St 

Andrew‘s Church and  

share below their  first 

hand experience  of 

India.  

An account of the recent trip we made to find 

out about some of the problems in India 

through Tear-fund. 

 To see the poverty of the people in the 

area that I was visiting, pray for them 
and to get more involved with the 

Christian charity Tear-fund who were 

organising the trip.   

 To encourage and pray with the staff at 

the hospital where I would be staying 

and  possibly do some admin work also. 

Sylvia and I met up with the other members 

of our team Joy, David, Leah, Ben and Anna 

at Heathrow Airport on April 4th.  I didn't 

know what to expect from this trip but I did 

think that it would almost certainly be the 

biggest adventure of my life as I had only 
once travelled outside Europe and that was 

on a day's trip to Tunis whilst on a 

Mediterranean cruise with my family in 

1976.  I felt there would be a terrific novelty 

aspect to being in a place like India and I 

was quite excited about going there. 

Shortly before 6 am (Delhi time) the next 

day, the aircraft came below the clouds for 

the first time since we had crossed the 

English Channel and Sylvia and I had our 

first sight of the Indian mainland.  We saw a 
somewhat parched area of countryside which 

was so totally different to anything I had 

ever seen before in my life.  It was a fantastic 

experience seeing it because I had no idea of 

what to expect.  There was some greenery 

but not a great deal.  The roads by and large 

looked remarkably straight.   

As none of us had got much sleep on the 

aeroplane, we rested for the rest of the day 

and the next day our Tear-fund partner Kara, 

an Australian lady who had met us at the 

airport invited us back to her house for lunch 
and for an orientation talk on the culture at 

the hospitals where we would be spending 

our time over the next fortnight.  She told us 

that the patients often tend to be admitted to 

the hospitals too late for any treatment to be 

successful and their medical conditions have 

already become so serious that they die.   

We then travelled by train to our 

placements.  The team I was with travelled 

from Delhi to Gonda and then by car from 

Gonda to Utraula which is a little town 
about 50 miles south of the Indian border 

with Nepal.  The 40 mile car journey to 

Utraula took us through some fascinating 

scenery and some interesting  villages.  Just 

like Delhi, this is a world I have never seen 

before: e.g. it was interesting to see little 

bonfires had been lit by the side of the road 

in various places, this being for the purpose 

of getting rid of household rubbish.  

Sylvia with the rest of the team 



The first activity at the hospital that I was 

involved with was a session with the children 

of the doctors and nurses at the hospital, all 

of whom are Christians.  My team had cut 

some butterfly shapes with paper cards 
earlier in the day and we gave one to each of 

the children for them to colour as they 

pleased.  Many of them produced some 

really beautiful patterns with different 

coloured crayons.  They then sang some 

songs of their own which we hadn't heard 

before with such joy on their faces that I was 

moved to tears but I'm not all that surprised 

as I am quite an emotional person 

anyway.  The children absolutely loved 

spending time with us, particularly as it was 

their Easter Holidays from school and they 
would have been bored without us keeping 

them occupied.  

The next day, the team visited a village 

where a community project, run by a 

Christian charity, helps people to be self 

supporting by encouraging them to set up 

their own local banks as the government 

banks tend to be corrupt. Their officials will 

only help the poor if the poor allow them to 

keep some of the aid money given by the 

government to the banks, so the poor don't 

receive as much from the state run banks as 
they should do.  The charity encourages 

villagers to start up their own business and to 

keep accounts.  A few of them are 

sufficiently well educated to be able to do 

this.  Some of the houses in the village were 

just straw huts and the others looked pretty 

basic but I did see a boy watching TV in one 

of the huts. 

No fields of grass for this cow! 

After supper, Ben and I visited one of the 

doctors and his family and had a good chat 

with them.  Many of the doctors and nurses 

have given up well paid jobs to come and 

work at this hospital which was set up many 

years ago by the Emmanuel Hospital 
Association.  The doctor we visited made a 

somewhat dramatic entrance in to his own 

home when he decided to drive into his 

living room on his motorbike!  Ben and I 

stayed for about 20 minutes.  He asked us 

what we do for a living and I asked him 

whether he follows test match cricket and he 

confirmed with me that he does. 

At this time of year, the temperature 

regularly hovers between 30 & 35 centigrade 

but in June and July when you get the rainy 

season, it gets to about 40 or even 45.  I'm 
very glad that I had a large fan attached to  

the roof in my bedroom which I kept on all 

night just to stay cool. 

 

(continued next month) 



 CAFE CHURCH OPENS -  FATHERS DAY  

On Fathers Day, Cafe Church opened at St 
Andrew‘s. Children, young and old received 

a gift for bringing their dads to church and 

many arrived to share the special informal 

occasion. Breakfast was available throughout 

the morning, cooked (bacon, sausages, 

scrambled eggs, toast) or continental 

(cereals, toast, orange juice) plus tea or 

coffee.  Many thanks to chef Lorraine seen 

on the back inside cover  with the ‗cooked‘ 

table and to her helpers.  

There were plenty of craft activities available 

for the children who made fathers day cards, 

rosettes and gifts.  There was also a quiz on 

fathers for each table. We were told about the 

history of Fathers Day, heard the story of 
The Prodigal Son, had a version of Father 

and child (similar to the TV game of Mr & 

Mrs) and the winner by one point was  Steve 

Baird, dad to Francine. Kevin Collins was 

the close runner-up with son Alex. The lucky 

participants received a nice box of chocolates 

for their efforts. Well - the children did! 

A treasure hunt made up of passages from 

The Lords Prayer was hidden around the 

church and the children clamoured to find all 

the pieces. Finally we had a talk from 

Reverend Joy Daniel about fathers, followed 

by a song from the St Andrews singers.  

The Little Stars, who meet on a Wednesday 

morning, gave a lovely rendition of Twinkle 

Twinkle Little Star and a song about their 

daddies, bless them all.   

All in all everyone agreed it was a very 

different but interesting morning and it was a 

treat to see so many children bring their dads 

to church. Well done to all those who were 

involved in the planning of the day. 



 FARLEY HILL METHODIST CHURCH 

CANTATA under Musical Director Chris 
Young served up a musical feast at FHM on 

Saturday 13th June.   West Side Story – Show 

Boat – Gershwin – Ivor Novello among other 

prominent composers made up a programme 

of variety enjoyed at the well attended 

concert. Close Harmony proved a first class 

supporting group with popular numbers. 

Accompanists were Paul Craggs (piano) 

Thomas Young (Percussionist) and the 

Master of Ceremonies Ken Cameron. 

Mr Kelvin Hopkins M.P., who received a 
generous ovation when introduced to the 

audience before the concert by the MC, 

congratulated Cantata on their performance 

and remarked on the choirs popularity, not 

only in England but on the Continent The 

audience had been treated to some fine music 

and not a little humour as well. 

FHM‘s second and final concert of the 

season takes place on Saturday July 11th 

7.pm start. This concert is the annual Charity 

Concert and is in aid of the new baby care 

unit at Luton and District Hospital.  The 
Choir performing the redoubtable 

Bedfordshire Police Choir. The Guest list 

includes the Deputy Mayor of Luton, Mrs 

Gillian Parker Chief Constable Bedfordshire 

Police, Lord and Lady McKenzie and 

representatives of the L & D Hospital. The 

concert will mark the Reverend David Vale‘s 

last week-end in Farley Hill, his last service 

being the following morning at Farley Hill 

Methodists at 10.30am The lunch club meets 

on Wednesday  8th July 12.30 for 1pm for 2 

course meal and tea for £3. 

Ken Cameron  

07960257218    E-Mail khubsurat1@xln.co.uk 

 

Some great truths that adults have learned 

Families are like fudge, mostly sweet, with a 

few nuts and 

 Today‟s mighty oak is just yesterday‟s nut 

that held its ground.  

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

We were so sorry to hear of the death of 

Stan Coker who was President of our club 

and had been for many years. We will 

really miss him and our feelings are for 

Maureen and the family now. 

 On the 8th June we had our outing to 

Eastbourne and the few that went had a good 

day. We were sorry to have to cancel our trip 

in May but we did not have enough people to 

go. (Come on Slipenders - where is your 

spirit of adventure, these trips should all be 

full to bursting - Editor) 

For those who went on the trip to Worthing 

on 6th June we would like to give a big thank 

you to Gill and the team for a lovely day out 

with a delicious fish and chips or salad meal. 

We don‘t know how you do it but we all give 

thanks that you do. 

If you are interested in joining the Friendship 

Club they meet on a Thursday afternoon in 

the Village Hall from 2pm; why not come 

along for a visit, you never know you just 

might enjoy yourself and find some new 

friends also. 

Pam King 

Some more great truths for adults 

Wrinkles don't hurt 

Laughing is good exercise, its like jogging  

on the inside. 

Middle age is when you choose your cereal 

for the fibre, not the toy! 

Worthing Pier in the sun 



 IN MEMORY OF STAN COKER 

Stan first came to the village around 1982 
when his wife Maureen took over the Post 

Office. They had met in Luton in 1952 after 

Stan returned from serving with the Signal 

Corps in the Suez. It wasn't until later that 

they discovered they had been born in the 

same hospital in London! In 1955 they were 

married and lived happily in Luton raising 

their three sons – John, Mark and Ross. Stan 

was a Director of Coulters who supplied 

equipment for hospitals.  

He became a Magistrate in the early ‗80s and 
continued to serve on the bench until he was 

nearly 70. Stan also helped at the local Cub 

Group in Luton. When he retired at 55 he 

would help Maureen in the Post Office doing 

the buying for the store and also doing a 50 

mile round trip every Saturday just to get the 

flowers to sell in the shop which he really 

enjoyed. 

He had five grandchildren whom he adored 

and until he found it too difficult, enjoyed his 

hobbies of fishing and shooting.  Stan was 
one of those rare people who enjoyed 

studying and learning and did many Open 

University courses. He even wrote a book on 

Law and Order through the Ages. He was 

always busy and even found time to learn the 

art of decoupage, with some of his examples 

on show in his home. He was also a 

volunteer at Hope House in Luton and helped 

with their accounts. 

When Stan and Maureen finally decided to 

retire and look for somewhere new to move 

to, they didn't have to travel too far! They 

fell in love with the house almost opposite 

the post office and moved into it. Stan, with 
his passion for flowers made some lovely 

colourful displays outside their house every 

year and really brightened up Front Street.  

Although Stan never learned to play music 

he could still pick a tune out on a piano and 

in latter years decided to try and learn to play 

the harp. He had been impressed by one of 

the volunteers at the Pasque Hospice who 

played the harp, but unfortunately became 

too ill to learn. However, in memory of Stan 

and the happy times he spent at the Hospice  

he has bequeathed his harp to them. Stan 
fought his illness for many years and never 

gave up. A most remarkable man.  

Maureen would like to thank all her friends 

and neighbours for their kind messages and 

support and for the donations towards the 

Pasque Hospice Day Centre. Also, a very 

special thank you to her dear friends Josie 

and Derek Worsley for all their help at this 

sad time. 

Sue Briggs 

Although Stan had been quite ill for a long 

time, I was hit by a sense of shock and 

sadness when I heard that he had died. Over 

those years of illness I admired the way he 

got on with things. He appeared around the 

village and we always exchanged a few quiet 
words when we passed by in the street or at 

the shop. Stan stood amongst those I see as 

great examples of how people can handle 

adversity in illness. 

Front Street will not be quite so colourful in 

summertime now Stan has left us, although I 

am very happy to see that someone is 

carrying on where he left off, as geraniums 

are thriving outside his cottage. Watching 

them bloom will maintain memories of Stan‟s 

in my mind. 

With condolences to Mo, 

David Kingston 



Weddings & Christenings 
Looking for something special that won’t break the bank ? 

We provide a wish tree and handmade tags designed to co-ordinate with your 
Wedding/Christening colours or theme. Guests write their best wishes for the 
bride and groom/new baby and then hang the tag onto the wish tree, creating 
a stunning display at your reception. Tags are then collected and presented in 
a pretty handmade album, the perfect keepsake to remember your special day! 

Phone Liz on 07968718468 or email liz@blueskycrafts.co.uk 

Samples available to view 

THE COMMITTEE 

O give me your pity, I‘m on a committee, 
which means that from morning to night. 

 

We attend and amend and contend and 

defend without a solution in sight. 

We confer and concur, we defer and demur 

and re-iterate all of our thoughts, 

 

We revise the agenda with frequent addenda 

and consider a load of reports. 

We compose and propose, we suppose and 

oppose, and the points of procedure are fun! 
 

But though various notions are brought up as 

motions, there‘s terribly little gets done. 

We resolve and absolve, but never dissolve 

since it‘s out of the question for us. 

 

What a shattering pity to end our committee 

Where else could we make such a fuss? 

SAMARITANS PURSE 

With the sad decision from Tony and Teresa 

Willson that they will not be  running the 

Warehouse in Dunstable this year which is 

needed for the process of checking, packing 

and organising Operation Christmas Child , 
Samaritans Purse are now looking for a new 

person/persons to  oversee the operation for 

the Luton/Dunstable and surrounding areas 

this year and future years.  If there is anyone 

who is interested and would like some more 

information, please contact Teresa on 01582 

482681 and she will be only too pleased to 

assist you. This is a very worthwhile cause 

and there are plenty of volunteers, admin 

staff and drivers already trained who would 

be only too pleased to help.  

Many thanks to Teresa and Tony for all their 

hard work, they have given up a lot of time 

over the years for a great cause and we wish 

them every happiness in the future 

           Sue Briggs 



COMMUNITY PROJECTS GROUP 

Feedback from the survey sent out to all 
local groups and organizations are largely in 

now although there will be a bit of chasing to 

get the last few to respond. Overriding need 

has been highlighted to have a mini-bus 

available in the Parish. At the last group 

meeting Martin Allen, a Front Street 

resident, talked about his experience relating 

to a community mini bus (or two!). He has 

been involved elsewhere with fund raising 

and vehicle operation etc… and his 

background and advice would be invaluable 

as we move forward with this priority need. 

Janet Crawley and Sarah Minnighan have 

been beavering away with all the details of 

the Fun Day coming up this month. If you 

can help in any way on the day, get along to 

the next and last meeting of the organizing 

group on 7th July at the F&R. contact Janet 

on crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk or 07752 

902070. Future projects and events are under 

review for both the Youth Club and Chatty 

Clubs and the website continues to be 

revised. 

The Bedfordshire & Luton Community 

Foundation have awarded significant grants 

to our community. Come to the Village Fun 

Day when more will be revealed. Other grant 

applications, which are so vital for the future, 

are ongoing and more news will come out 

when further grants are awarded.  

In these our early days, some big things are 

under consideration within the group which, 

if any or all come off, will have significant 

impact on the Parish.  Not pipe dreaming, the 

group is talking about the future use of the 

old chapel at Pepperstock. 

Michelle Stoll raised ‗Village SOS‘, a new 

collaboration from the Big Lottery Fund 

(BIG) and the BBC.  This venture is for a 

search of 6 villages with a great business 

idea that will create employment and 

opportunities for its residents.  It is also for a 

village with a population of less than 3,000 

people.  The award is a very large grant of 

between £100,000 and £400,000. 

Smaller projects were reviewed at the 

Village Hall where there is a need for some 
reflooring, work in the toilets and some 

protective fencing for the Children‘s groups 

to enable them to play safely in the grounds 

around the Hall. 

Next meeting of the group will be at the 

Rising Sun on 14th July. As mentioned here, 

some big issues are now under consideration 

which will come to fruition given enthusiasm 

and co-operation from within the 

community. Having attended these meetings, 

seeing what has been achieved over the past 
couple of years, events and improvements in 

the area, the signs are good. So consider 

getting involved to spread the load and get 

along to the next group meeting. 

 

Parents are Needed! 
 

We know how much you appreciate the peace and quiet for a few hours a week 
when your little darlings are at the Youth Club, but to help maintain peace and 
quiet at home we need some more volunteers at the YC! 

 

If you can offer your services for just a few hours a month 
Shirley on 07866 215453 or  

garn_s@tiscali.co.ukwould love to hear from you! 



FREE TV LICENCE 

Don't forget if you are over 75, you can 
claim a free TV licence.  You need to apply 

for it by contacting TV Licensing on 0844 

800 5875 with your name, address, date of 

birth and National Insurance number. The 

licence covers the applicant's main home and 

any other household members who live at 

that address. 

People who are 74 can buy a short term 

licence, which will cover them until they 

become eligible to apply for the free licence 

on their 75th birthday.  Once a free licence 
has been issued, it is renewed automatically 

for a three year period.  

 

 

 

 

 

LAUGHTER 

A storm soaked South Louisiana and the 
resulting floodwaters came up six feet into 

most of the homes. Two neighbours were 

sitting next to each other on the roof waiting 

for help. One noticed a lone basketball cap 

floating in the water near the house and then 

saw it float far out into the front yard then 

float back to the back and  it kept doing this. 

Her curiosity got the better of her and she 

asked her neighbour if she had noticed it.  

―Oh yes,‖ she said, ―that‘s my husband. I 

told him yesterday that he was going to cut 

the grass today, come Hell or High Water‖. 

The mother had been teaching her daughter 

the Lord‟s Prayer and for several evenings 

the daughter would repeat all the lines of the 

prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo and 

her mother listened with pride as she 

carefully pronounced each word, right up 

until the last part of the prayer: “Lead us not 

into temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us 

some E-mail. Amen.”  

The Rising Sun 

The Community Hub 

 

Over 55? Free 2-4pm Tuesday 
afternoons? If so then come and join in 
the fun at the Rising Sun Seniors Come 
Chatty Club. Sandwiches, cake, 
biscuits and bottomless tea/coffee 
available  for only £1.50 per person 
Weekly raffle - win a bottle of wine! 

Lunch or Dinners - Only £4! 

Carefully chosen foods of South East Asian, Chinese and English pub favourites 
on a daily basis.  

 Weekdays: Lunch Noon - 2:30pm, Dinner 6pm to 9pm 

 Saturday: Noon to 4pm 

 Sunday Lunch: Noon to 4pm 
 

Real Ales - Real Food - Real People 
The Rising Sun, 1 Front Street, Slip End,  Tel 01582 482354 

 

 

To avoid disappointment, 

Bookings are highly 

recommended! 



PICTURESQUE WOODSIDE ! - WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT? 

The constant flooding and mess along 

Woodside Road is beginning to get the 

people of Woodside very depressed and we 

at Parish News have been asked to bring it to 

the attention of the Parish. Despite constant 
promises from the council the work has still 

not been completed so we are asking for the 

help of the villagers to try and get the 

drainage problem sorted out once and for all. 

The more people that contact Central 

Bedfordshire the more likely it is that we can 

get the work finished so please help. The 

phone number to report the flooding/rubbish/

drainage problems is 03003008000 or you 

can email customer services at:-
customer.services@centralbedforshire.gov.uk 

It is spoiling the countryside around 

Woodside, as well as being a danger and 

unhealthy for the young and old, so please 
ring or email the council and let them know 

that we want it repaired properly before there 

is an accident there. I have already written to 

them, and hope others will do the same.  

Sue Briggs, Editor 

GOLDEN THOUGHTS 

After that depressing article 

how about some Golden Thoughts? 

 

A Golden thought has just begun 

where flowers blossom in the sun 

and rivers sing to those who pass 

whole shadows lean against the grass. 

Then I would wish a friend like you 

another friend as good and true 

to share the road of life's design 

with humour and a love divine.  

Turn back the page, the page of time 
to the olden days of maypoles and mime 

to a white horse carved on an old green hill 

with a mason's art and a carpenters skill. 

To beautiful churches in ancient glory  

and stained glass windows that tell a story 

turn back the page, recapture grace 

and try to live at a quieter pace. 

    by Kathleen Partridge 



 

 
SLIP END 
SOCIAL 
CLUB 

New Street, Slip End 

 415804 

Live Sky Sports on the Big Screen - Pool -  Darts - Crib - Dominoes 

Saturday Night Entertainment every fortnight 

Golf Society 

Opening times: 

Weekdays: 4.00 to 11pm 

Saturdays: 12 noon to 12 midnight 

Sundays: 12 noon to 11pm 
 

Usual Club prices! 

New members  & their families welcome! 

Be social  

make it   

your local! 

PARISH PLAN MEETING - JUNE 

We held another meeting this month—this 
time at the Half Moon in Pepperstock. It is 

interesting to go along to all these different 

venues around the Parish. Just a few more 

places to visit before we begin again! 

We heard from the committee members who 

were at the School Fete to help with the start 

of the consultation process for the Planning 

for Real event.  The suggestions from the 

majority of visitors were very encouraging 

and all seemed to enjoy living in the Parish 

but would like to see some improvements.  

We have been lucky enough to get scaled 

maps of the area covered by the Parish Plan 

(Woodside, Pepperstock. Aley Green and 

Slip End) which are placed on blocks to 

enable people to  visualise their suggestions. 

The maps will be on display at the Village 

Day in the Peter Edwards Memorial Hall and 

everyone is being encouraged to go along 

and take a look. There will be small flags 

available for you to mark your ideas on 

which are then placed on the maps. Please do 

try and get along, this is your village and we 

need as many suggestions as possible. We 

are also preparing a questionnaire which will 

be delivered shortly for residents to register 
interest and provide valued feedback. So, 

you can start thinking now of improvements 

and  proposals that you might like to see 

happen in the village. Suggestion boxes are 

to be placed around for the village for you to 

put your completed forms in and these will 

be indicated on the form. 

Jemma McLean from the Beds Rural 

Charities Committee was at the meeting and 

she is being a great help to us, pointing us in 

the right directions all the time and showing 

us the best way to approach our Parish Plan. 
With everything going on in the village this 

month including the Village Hall Centenary 

Evening and the Village Day, it reminds us 

that this is an opportunity to bring everyone 

in the parish together  and strengthen 

community spirit and involvement. 

Sue Briggs 



SLIP END PLAYGROUP  

This term has been, as usual, a busy one. We 
have been making the most of the fine 

weather to get outside to play, taking our 

toys out onto the grass outside the village 

hall.  We don‘t have any permanent fencing 

around the area of grass but manage quite 

well with windbreaks, strategically placed 

cars and chairs as well as the odd water- 

trough stand.  We have been looking at 

growing this term and have taken home sun-

flowers to plant in the garden and also 

watched our tiny caterpillars grow into 
butterflies to be released outside in the 

children‘s playground to fly away. 

Sadly, one of our members of staff has left 

this term. Mandy has had to give up working 

with us to take care of an 

elderly relative.  We miss her a 

lot as she was a very valuable 

and popular person with staff, 

children and parents,  but 

understand her reasons and 

wish her well. 

On 26th June we had our 
Sponsored Fun Run to which 

both Playgroup and toddler 

parents were invited.  We spent 

the first part of the morning 

enjoying play activities which 

the adults could join in and 

then had refreshments of milk 

or squash for the children with 

a biscuit to give some extra energy for 

running. The adults could purchase   tea and 

cakes and raffle tickets for some good prizes.  

Then the important part of the morning – the 

running!  Every child ran all the way round 
the children‘s playground collecting various 

items at each corner. We all cheered them on 

and every one of them made it to the finish. 

There was a certificate and a sweet treat for 

every child. The money raised will be used to 

pay for a morning at Woodside on 6th July 

and any extra to purchase new items we need 

for the group. Our end of term is 10th July 

and we return after the summer holidays on 

Monday 6th September.   

If you have a child of over two who would 

like to join our group please contact us by 

phoning Jill on 728865 or Pauline on 416201 

 

Home 
Renovations 

 

 Kitchens designed & fitted 

 Doors hung internal & external 

 Bedrooms & bathrooms 
 

All forms of property maintenance 
 

CALL Martin Tommey 
01582 517105   or   07968 756180 

 
 
 
 

Professional Dog Grooming 
 

All sizes and breeds welcome 
Hand stripping, nail clipping 

scissoring & clipping 
 

Contact 

Paul Wager (Caddington) 07878 409933  
 

City and Guilds Level 2 & 3 Qualified 
www.smarthoundz.com  paulmwager@hotmail.com 

 



Richard Gurney & Son 
Contracting Services 

Longview, Luton Road, Markyate 
 

Tree Surgeons & Fencing Specialists 

Hedge Trimming & Tree-stump removal 

Wood Chippings (good for mulching) 

Logs for Sale 
 

 (01582) 840407 
Established 1970 - Fully Insured 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

SLIP END 
PETER EDWARDS HALL 

& PLAYING FIELD 
 

Ideal for children's & adult's parties, meetings, etc. 

Kitchen facilities with catering service available 

Available for various sports activities 

Excellent sports changing facilities 

Facilities for the Disabled 
 

For Bookings:  (01582) 455185 

  

DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 

Driers, Cookers, Microwaves, 
Fridges & Storage Heaters. 

 

Barrie Acton 

 

INKERMAN 
BUILDING & ROOFING Co 

 

EXTENSIONS - CONVERSIONS- RENOVATIONS 

www.inkermanbuilding.co.uk 

problems 
with your 

PC or 
apple-mac? 
For expert advice & trouble shooting 

call Tony Glynos on 458353 

tony.glynos@talk21.com 

Slip End (01582) 728865 
or Mobile 07802 723160 

JOHN SAUNDERS & SON 
Incorporating E. Franklin & Co. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
48 Duke Street, High Town, Luton 

 
 

 

 731696 
 

Day & Night Service 

 
Monumental Services 

Members N.A.F.D. 
Prepaid Funeral Plans available 

CLEANWORLD 
Coin Operated Launderette 
Service Washes Dry Cleaning Agents 

Open for Washing/Drying & Dry Cleaning reception 
Mon-Fri 9am-8pm, Sat-Sun 9am-7pm  

Extra Large washing machine for King Size Duvets 

and all those bulky items. 
Service Washes available, 

ask assistant for details. 
 

18 Market Square, Whipperley 

Ring, Luton. Tel 01582 458102 

 01727 835702 (office) 

 07774 955255 (mobile) 

01582 876509 (home tel/fax) 

e-mail: info@inkermanbuilding.co.uk 

The Complete Design,  
Plan-compilation Service included 

 New Build      Restoration 
 Electrical Work & Plumbing 
 All General Building Work  
 Flat & Pitched Roofing  
Brickwork Contractors   
 Painting & Decorating 

 Insurance Work 



The meeting started 

with Jerusalem as 

usual. The president 

for 2009-10 will be 

Mrs Su Martin with 
the Hon Sec Mrs 

Sallie Stonestreet. The 

rest of the committee 

was announced and 

after forty seven years 

in one position or 

another I decided to 

call it a day and give someone else a chance!  

Our delegate to the AGM at the Royal Albert 

Hall, Joan Bunyan gave us her account of the 

meeting.  

The resolution was carried about the safety 
of the honey bees. Maureen Lipman spoke to 

them in the morning as she was in a show in 

the afternoon. The members sat outside on 

anything handy to have their lunch in the 

sunshine. One notable difference was the 

absence of headwear. Hats were always worn 

but apparently no longer the fashion. Eve 

Pollard and Richard Stillgo took to the stage, 

so to speak in the afternoon. 

The speaker for the evening was Reverend 

Winslade and it was unbelievable. His talk 
‗From Chef to Clergy‘ and the way of 

expressing himself had us all enraptured. As 

each stage of his story changed so did his 

dress, removing his top garment for the 

clothes underneath as his life changed. This 

happened four times, finishing in his true 

colour, black with a white dog collar. What a 

man and what a speaker! 

We meet monthly on 3rd Tuesdays 

at the Baptist Hall in Caddington 

Patricia Crick 

 

 



PUB PAGE 

The Frog & Rhubarb's Wii Championship 
was a great success with a huge number of 

different games being played. The kids 

competition in the afternoon was won by 

Ethan Drew & Kieran Evers who won a £15 

Toys 'R' Us voucher each. In the evening a 

great time was had by all (helped along by 

the odd shandy or two). 1st place went to Jim 

Swetman, who walked away with the £40 

prize, 2nd was Claire Blaisdale and 3rd 

David Swetman. 

On the 11th June, the Darts Tournament was 
well attended by players from many of the 

different teams in the Markyate & District 

League. After a night of fierce competition, 

Mark Morehen emerged triumphant and took 

the £40 prize. Mark also took away a 

voucher for two free meals following his 

amazing 180. 

Village day is a big event for the Frog as 

they will be providing the beer. At least 50p 

from every pint sold will be donated to 

Village Day funds. They will also be 

donating at least 10p from every drink sold 

all day at the pub. In the evening there will 

be a party until late at the Frog with live 

music provided by 'Banned'. Go along and 

have a great night and in the process raise 
even more money for community projects 

within the Parish. 



 

The Plough 
Upper Woodside 

01582 720923 
Traditional Food 

Blackboard specials 

Family PUB 
Dining Room, Garden & Marquee available for all types of Parties 

Breakfasts, Lunches & Bar Snacks 
Afternoon Teas & Evening Meals 

We take bookings for large parties so food is prepared just for you. 
Car parking, disabled facilities & baby changing for males and females 

 

Bar Open: 
Mondays to Wednesdays: 9am to 10pm 

Thursdays to Saturdays: 9am to 12 midnight 
Sundays: 11am to 10pm 

Wheels2Work in 

Bedfordshire!  

The Bedfordshire 

Wheels2Work Scheme was 

launched in March at 

Tilsworth Golf Centre. 

Wheels2Work is a way of overcoming 

transport barriers to key services offering 

individuals their own transport solutions for 

up to a 9 month period until a longer-term 

solution can be found.  The scheme is 

delivered through a 50cc Yamaha scooter 

loan, provided complete with fully 

comprehensive motor vehicle insurance, road 

tax and provision of service costs.  Clients 

meeting the criteria undertake a Compulsory 

Basic Training course and Rural Ride 
training, both of which are free. A monthly 

fee is payable for the scooter loan. The 

scheme is eligible to Aged 16 to 64, with 

priority to those aged between 16 & 24 living 

in our area having limited or no access to 

transport to employment, education or 

training opportunities. 

The scheme is led by Bedfordshire Rural 

Communities Charity.  Funding has been 

sourced principally from the former 
Bedfordshire County Council, with 

additional grants from the Learning and 

Skills Council and South Bedfordshire 

District Council.  Other partners include 

Jobcentre Plus, Connexions, Dunstable 

College, Leighton- Linslade Town Council 

and Bedfordshire Youth Service 

The scheme is the latest edition to the 

growing network of over 50 across England. 

Each provides a tailor-made service to meet 

the needs of their clients and geographical 

area. 

For further information please contact Bob 

Hughes on 01234 832646 or by e-mail 

bobh@bedsrcc.org.uk  

or visit:  
www.bedsrcc.org.uk/community_transport/wheels 



ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION 

July is usually one of the driest months so a 
lot of time may be spent watering. Reduce 

water loss and save yourself time by 

preventing water loss. Mulching with a layer 

of organic matter will help preserve moisture 

but may encourage slugs so you will need to 

take action against them. Another good 

method of preventing water loss is to hoe. 

This not only kills the weeds but breaks up 

the top of the soil stopping water from being 

drawn to the surface by capillary action. 

Harvest 

Harvest should be in full swing, providing 

you with broad & French beans,  cabbages, 

carrots, cauliflower, courgettes, onions, 

spring onions, peas, early potatoes, radish, 

spinach, etc. When you harvest your potatoes 

take care to remove all the tubers. Any left 

will not only sprout next year and become a 

weed but will also be a reservoir for disease 

and potato blight spores. It's worth forking 

over a few days after harvesting potatoes; 

more seem to miraculously appear. 

Sowing 

There are still quite a few things you can sow 

in July. Spring cabbage, chicory, chinese 

cabbage, lettuce, peas, French beans, 

beetroot, carrots, radishes, etc. 

Green Manure 

When you have harvested your potatoes you 

might like to consider sowing a green 

manure crop. Mustard is fast growing and is 

supposed to confuse the potato eel worm into 

breeding at the wrong time. It is a brassica so 

don't use it if you suffer from club root. 

Another fast growing crop you can use as a 

green manure is French beans. Even if you 

have enough beans to feed an army, the plant 

produces a fair amount of leaf and stem plus 

the roots, as with all legumes, have nodules 

containing bacteria that fix nitrogen from the 

atmosphere: free fertiliser as well as organic 

matter. 

Planting Out 

If they've not gone out yet, it's time to plant 

out your leeks. Just dib a hole about 150mm 

6" deep and drop the leek into the hole. 

Water it in and the job's done. Don't follow 
old advice about trimming the tops and roots, 

it has no beneficial effect and is probably 

harmful. You don't need to fill the holes with 

soil, enough will wash in with watering and 

rain. The reason you plant in a hole is to 

blanch the stem. 

It's also the month to plant out broccoli, 

calabrese, cabbages, cauliflowers, kale, etc. 

Cultivating 

Keep on top of the weeds, it really is far 

easier to hoe them as small seedlings than as 

grown plants. Even if you cannot see any 
weeds, hoeing will actually be killing tiny 

seedlings you have not noticed and will be 

helping reduce moisture loss. 

Keep tomato side shoots in check, you want 

tomatoes not masses of foliage. Ensure they 

are watered regularly. Don't forget to feed 

your tomatoes as well, we demand a lot from 

them and need to keep them well fed. It's a 

good idea to give your main crop potatoes a 

feed as well. A major cause of poor crops 

with potatoes is poor nutrition. They are a 
very greedy plant and a boost now will pay a 

dividend in tubers. A feed balanced as for 

tomatoes is ideal. If you make your own feed 

from comfrey, this is ideal. Keep your onions 

well weeded and don't forget to feed them as 

well to get the best possible crop. 

In the greenhouse 

Ensure good ventilation. It can get incredibly 

hot in a greenhouse with strong sun 

scorching plants. Consider shading either 

with blinds or films or with a shading wash 

Fruit 

Many fruits are ready to harvest or swelling. 

Swelling fruit requires a lot of water so 

ensure they have enough. July is a good 

month for summer pruning apple trees. 



NEVILLE 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

Serving the people of Luton & surrounding areas for 130 years 

Independent and family owned 
 

 

Floral and Memorial Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

24 hour personal emergency service 
 
 

 01582 490005 
 

Neville House 

Marsh Road Leagrave, Luton, LU3 2RZ 

TONY HUSSEY 

PLASTERING 

SERVICES 

Mob: 07730 744174 
E-Mail: TONYHUSSEY@AOL.COM  

Need a reliable 

Window Cleaner? 
 We operate in the  

Slip End area,  
so if you want us to quote for 
your windows, give us a call. 

 

01462 629302 
07970 406 926 

J&P SCAFFOLDING 

Phil Johnson 
Mobile: 07720 846963 Tel/Fax: 01582 429106 

Fleckbrook Construction 
Sheldon Stanbrook 
9 Prebendal Drive 
Slip End 
01582 419216 
07989 981133 
E-mail: jillstanbrook@btinternet.com 

  

 

JASON NEWARK 
HEATING & PLUMBING 

Bathrooms & Tiling - Power Flushing 
Free estimates - No job too small 

 

Mobile: 07855 211412 
Evenings:  01582 601194 

Chiropodist 

State Registered 

Home visits 

 Evening & weekend appointments 

Keith Appleby BSc (Hons), MChS, SRCh 

Telephone: 01582 873136 

 



The 

Frame Smith 
 

Beautiful Bespoke Picture Framing  
 

 Water Colours 

 Oils 

 Tapestries & Cross Stitch 

stretched & framed 

 Canvas stretching 

 Prints & Photos 

 Contract Work 
 

Free local service in your own home with free 
collection & delivery or visit me by 

appointment at my workshop in Slip End. 

Free Estimates & Advice. 
Call Anthony Smith, 
The Frame Smith 

Daytime: 07976 830906 
After 6pm: 01582 424516 

 Revolutionary Method of Dog Training! 

Any Breed 
Any Age 

Any Problem! 
Does your Dog:  

 pull on the lead? 

 jump up at visitors? 

 not come back when called? 

 destroy your home while you are out?  
 

Are you prepared to give your dog  
the time and patience required?  

Go into this with an open mind  

and work together as a household  
to make this work? 

If so contact me, Rita. I can help! 
Phone: 01582 418014 Mobile: 07752 819374 

rtims@btconnect.com 

GARDEN CLUB 

Consideration is being given to forming a Garden Club in the Village.  The suggested aims of 
the club would be to arrange visits to RHS open gardens in ―the yellow book‖, trips to 

Wisley, Kew Gardens etc, and arrange speakers to give talks on garden related topics.  It is 

also hoped a committee could be formed to assist organise the alternate year Village Open 

Gardens and Plant Sales.  Further details to follow in Sept/Oct Parish News.    

PN Gardening Correspondentt 

 

 

 

 

School Sports Day 

A tense moment at the 

start of the sack race 

final heat. More news 

next month. 



TRAFFIC MATTERS IN CHURCH ROAD 

Sadly, not all roads in the Parish are as 

tranquil as in this idyllic Pepperstock scene. 

Rob Swetman has written in about traffic 

concerns in Church Road. 

Dear Editor. 

I read with interest the article regarding the 

Traffic issue in Church Road and I would 

like to comment further. The facts relating to 

the speed limit issue is all a bit of a red 
herring and any changes made to them would 

be completely ineffectual; as are the present 

limits, because there is no enforcement of the 

limit by the relevant authorities. For the same 

reason the so called visual effect of 

narrowing a road to reduce speed does not 

work. 

The real problem is that a huge percentage of 

drivers entering the village via Church Road 

are so completely irresponsible that they 

arrogantly ignore the present 30 mph limit 

and do not check their speed until the traffic 
lights at the junction force them to. 

Conversely when leaving the village they 

choose to turn Church Road into a drag strip 

from the traffic lights right down to the 

junction with Newlands Road. Regardless of 

what calming affects may be tried, drivers 

with this mindset will break the law no 

matter what. 

The net result of all this irresponsibility is a 

huge increase in the possibility of serious 

accidents happening and also of the nuisance 
level due to the noise created by accelerating 

vehicles. I have lived on Church Road for ten 

years and the increase in noise has been 

tremendous over the past two to three years. 

Whereas it used to be just the rush hour 

period it is now throughout the day and 

night. There are a number of key offenders; 
Airparks buses are among the worst. They 

will accelerate out through the village 

creating a huge noise. Why they can‘t just 

drive quietly to the end of the road is beyond 

me; perhaps they are trying to give their 

passengers an indication of what to expect 

when their aircraft takes off down the 

runway. Motorcycles are just awful, the 

sheer noise and speed is frankly just 

frightening. The net affect on me of all this 

speeding traffic is to make the front part of 

the house almost impossible to live in. In 
summer it is unbearable to have windows 

open and get any sort of sleep and it‘s 

impossible to listen to TV or radio without 

turning the volume up. 

The state of the road surface is also an issue. 

There are pot holes outside the house which 

create bangs every time a car passes and 

drops the wheels into them, and the top 

dressing has worn down to the hard layer 

causing the speeding traffic to create 

excessive tyre noise.  

In my view the only solution to this problem 

is speed limit enforcement with a regular and 

known presence of the (dare I say it) dreaded 

speed camera. A recent traffic survey was 

undertaken and the results of that showed the 

average speed of vehicles to be 44mph; and 

if that was the average you can imagine what 

some of the higher speeds may have been. I 

estimate that a couple of months of 

enforcement (2 irregular days each week) 

would produce sufficient £60 tickets to not 

only pay for the traffic enforcement officer 
but to finance the resurfacing of the road 

with high grade sound absorbing materials. 

Most effective of all would be to have a set 

of average speed cameras on each of the four 

access roads. They are the only real effective 

deterrent to persistent law breakers. 

Rob Swetman 



TAKE A STROLL ROUND THE PARISH 

(About 3.5 miles) 

The origin of the name “Slip End” is thought to 
be derived from one of two meanings;  the old 
Anglo-Saxon name “Slype End” meaning “the 
edge of the wood”  and/or “a small settlement on 
clay”.  From the first meaning, a trace of a wood 
still exists as Lime Kiln Wood near Pepperstock, 

less than a quarter of a mile southeast from Slip 
End crossroads.  Also, there is a “Slype Lane” in 
nearby Markyate.  From the second meaning, the 
reason for the village‟s existence appears to be 
because brickmaking commenced here in around 
the 1840‟s.  Pits and kilns were established in the 
area and the local soil produced plum-coloured 
bricks called Caddington Greys.  Evidence of 

these pits still exists in the surrounding fields but 
many pits or “dells” were infilled with surplus 
spoil when the nearby M1 motorway was 
constructed in 1958/9.   The old houses on one 
side of Front Street, New Street, Church Road and 
Summer Street are built of Caddington Greys as 

was the old village school, now demolished. 

The Walk 

From St Andrew‘s church, built in 1889, return to 

the main B4540 Luton - Markyate road and cross 
over it.  Turn left and walk along the sidewalk 
approaching the M1 motorway.  Just before the 

bridge carrying the elevated motorway there is a 
bridleway/track on the right.  Turn onto it and 
follow the track until you reach a road.  Beware of 
fast moving traffic using this road!  Turn right 
into the road where you will come immediately to 
―The Half Moon‖ public house on your left.  
Leaving the public house to your left, proceed up 
Half Moon Lane.  Along this lane you will pass, 

on both sides, residential mobile home sites.  Just 
as the lane enters some woods (Lime Kiln Wood) 
look to your right for a ―Public Footpath‖ sign.  It 
was said by some of the villagers that this path 
was part of the route taken by pallbearers 
transporting the dead from Kinsbourne Green to 
Caddington church.  Follow the footpath which 
runs alongside Lime Kiln Wood keeping it to your 

left.   The  plantation was planted in the 19th 
century and formed part of Caddington Common 
which had, by that time, been enclosed by an Act 

of Parliament passed in 1798. 

The path eventually emerges into open country on 
both sides.  The view to your left is over rolling 
countryside.  This land was part of Caddington 

Common until its enclosure by the Lords of the 

Manor, the Dean and Canon of St Pauls. 

The footpath terminates at the busy B4540 
Markyate Road.  Cross over this road with great 

care and proceed along the public footpath 
opposite.  The beginning of this footpath passes 
between private gardens on each side.   After 
about 100 yards you will come to an open field on 
your left.  Follow the path keeping the hedge on 
your right.  This stretch enables one views of Aley 

Green to the left in the near distance. 

You will come to a metal kissing gate after which 

the path enters a tree lined stretch for a short 
distance until you arrive at ―The Harrow‖ public 
house at Lower Woodside.  This village used to 
form the northern edge of Caddington Common.  
Note the cottages just to your left on the opposite 
side of the road.  They are faced with flint.   These 
flints are nodules of silica which appear as bands 
formed in chalk.  The last glaciation, many 

thousands of years ago, eroded away the chalk 
and left the flints behind.  If you are doing this 
walk at the time of the year when the fields have 
just been ploughed you will see that they are 
strewn with flints.  It was a useful source of 
building material and was used by the Romans at 
St Albans for the city wall and for many of the 

churches in Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. 

Cross the road to the footpath opposite.  The 
footpath sign may be hidden in the trees.  This 
will take you between some houses after which 
you will again enter open country.  The local 
farmer tends to plough up this footpath every year 
so it could be difficult to walk at certain times of 
the year e.g. after ploughing and before 
harrowing. 
Go straight across the field and link up with a 

footpath that runs alongside a hedge to your left.  
The paths are shown with waymarker signs on 
posts.  Keep the hedge to your left until it 
suddenly turns left.  Do not go left but walk 
straight on across a field until you reach a chain-
link fence.  The outskirts of Caddington will be to 
your left and you will have reached the boundary 
of a school‘s playing field. 

Turn right  keeping the fence to your left until you 
reach a wood.  This is called Heath Wood and, in 
May, the floor of this wood is a mass of  
bluebells. 
Enter the wood and keep to the right-hand 
footpaths.  There are many footpaths in the wood 
but, because the area of the wood is small,  you 
should not get lost.  Eventually you will come out 



of the wood onto a footpath with cultivated fields 
on either side.  Turn right onto this footpath.  You 
will see in the mid-distance a mobile home 
residential park.  The footpath leads to this and, 

after climbing over a metal stile, you will enter the 
edge of the residential park.  The footway is 
tarmac-surfaced from here on. 
At the end of the mobile home park you will pass 
some houses and come to a road.   This area is 
called Upper Woodside.  About 100 yards to the 
left is ―The Plough‖ public house.  The road 
opposite you will be Grove Road with a signpost 

to Slip End.  Proceed along Grove Road until you 

reach the traffic lights at the centre of Slip End.    
At these crossroads is ―The Rising Sun‖ public 
house.  Turn left at the traffic lights into Church 
Road and you will pass ―The Frog and Rhubarb‖ 

public house.  Some of the houses on this road are 
built of Caddington Grey bricks mentioned 
before.   Proceed towards the elevated section of 
the M1 motorway until you reach St Andrew‘s 
church.  If you had not noticed it on your arrival 
you will see that the church has a decorated sign, 
rather like a public house sign, at the junction of 
the slip road with the main road to indicate that it 

is a church. 



Items for inclusion in next month’s issue should be in by 15th July 

If you would like a copy of Parish News delivered monthly, contact Alan Buttery at 1 Claydown 
Way (01582 724527), alanjan@buttery400.fsnet.co.uk. Anything interesting to report about 

village activities, photos, holidays, etc? Please contact 
us, letters and e-mails are encouraged. Views 

expressed by our contributors are not the Editor‘s 
own.  Articles should be sent by the 15th of the 

preceding month to Sue Briggs, 4 The Oaks, Slip End 

or e-Mail parishnews@slipend.co.uk. 

Parish News is grateful to our advertisers for  

their contributions.  Please support them!  

For advertising enquiries call Steve on  

01582 861186 (Monday to Friday 9 to 4)  

Printer: Lasertype (Caddington) 01582 482596 
e-Mail: sales@lasertype.co.uk  Website www.lasertype.co.uk 

Put out Black Bins & glass on Fridays high-
lighted above. On other Fridays, put out 
Green and Orange Bins, not Black Bins. 

Ladies: Get Fit in 2009 at ... 

DEBORAH’S AEROBICS 
 Thursdays at 8pm 

Peter Edwards Hall 
Only £3! 

For information call  

Deborah on 01582 767916 

DIARY:  If you would like your events included, please contact the Editor 

July 

3rd  Citizens Advice Surgery - Doctors Surgery Manor Road, Caddington Tel: 725673 

6th Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall  7.30pm 

7th Village Fun Day:, last planning session before the big event - at the F&R  

14th Community Projects Group - 7,30 at the Rising Sun 

17th  Citizens Advice Surgery - Doctors Surgery Manor Road, Caddington Tel: 725673 

19th  Summer Open Day at the Luton Hoo Walled Garden 

20th  Parish Plan Meeting at the Harrow  Inn (Ruchi) 7.30 

24th Village Weekend: Village Hall Centenary Evening 

25th Village Weekend: Village Fun Day 

31st  Citizens Advice Surgery - Doctors Surgery Manor Road, Caddington Tel: 725673 

August  

11th Community Projects Group - 7.30, Venue TBA 

September  

7th Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall  7.30pm 

8th Community Projects Group - 7.30, Venue TBA 

11 & 12th Open Day at the Luton Hoo Walled Garden 

October 

5th Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall  7.30pm 

13th Community Projects Group - 7.30, Venue TBA 

17th Open Day at the Luton Hoo Walled Garden 

29th-30th St Andrew’s Holiday Club 


