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Ladies Darts 

@ the Rising Sun 

The Team celebrate 

success after Kapitan 

Katrina qualified for 

the regional final!  

More news inside. 
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New resident, baby Isaiah is seen here with mum Adriana Lokman. Grandmother 

Lily, from her perch at the Rising Sun, is totally thrilled with her first grandchild.  



 

HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 455185 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 725297 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (SBDC): 472222 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Mother’s Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Women’s Institute: 421034 

Police: 473462 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrew’s Church 
Rev Joy Daniel 01582 424363 

Warden: Tony Willson 482681 
 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Philip Horner 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large 

Website: slipend.co.uk 

SCHOOLS 
Slip End Lower: 720152 

Caddington Village School: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 608641 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Geoff Daniel: 424363 

geoffdaniel@btinternet.com  

Ken Crossett 414168 

kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

Sarah Minnighan 

s.minnighan@btinternet.com 

Paul Cooper 

paul-cooper@indigo-tiger.com 
 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Nikki West: 402312 (9am to noon weekdays) 

parishclerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Sallyann Hills: 721343 

shills@capitalmanor.co.uk 
Philip Penman: 455185  
PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ruth Gammons 738398  
fairgreen@btopenworld.com 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Stay: 724685 

Richard.Stay@bedscc.gov.uk  
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Margaret Moran: 01582 731882 

info@margaretmoran.org 



 

ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

March is the month when things really 

start to move. 

Any leeks left standing should come up now. 

You can freeze them for use in soups and 

stews. Parsnips too should come up in early 

March before they try and re-grow. You may 

have spinach, beet and chards available, the 

last of the Brussels sprouts, winter 

cauliflowers, kale, swedes, salsify and 

scorzonera.  Don't forget to keep checking 

the purple sprouting!  

General Jobs in the Garden 

Have a good tidy up and finish those odd 

construction jobs because you are going to be 

busier still later in the year. If you have any 

horticultural fleece, you can peg that onto the 

ground a week or so before you plant. The 

small rise in temperature of the soil can make 

a big difference. 

Sowing, Planting & Cultivating 

If the weather permits you can plant your 

onion and shallot sets. March is usually the 

right time to establish an asparagus bed if 

you are starting from crowns. Mid March 

should let you start planting those early 

potatoes you've had chitting and, talking of 

root crops, you can plant Jerusalem artichoke 

tubers now. 

Things to sow: beetroot, broad beans, early 

peas (but they may do best started in a gutter 

in the greenhouse then slipped into a trench), 

Brussels sprouts (early varieties like Peer 

Gynt will be ready in September), kohl rabi, 

leeks, lettuce, radish, parsnips, spinach, beet 

and early turnips. 

Fruit: Planting & Pruning 

There is still time to finish planting bare 

rooted fruit trees and bushes, especially 

raspberries and other cane fruits. Early this 

month you can prune apple and pear trees 

while they are still dormant. It's also time to 

prune gooseberries and currants. With 

currants shorten the side shoots to just one 

bud and remove old stems from the centre of 

the bushes.  They'll benefit from some 

compost spread around the base as well. 

Well done to this allotment holder, who 

diligently folded outer leaves over the curds 

for protection against the cold. When the 

snow melted, the plants were thriving so 

much that the pigeons completely stripped 

them! 



 

SATURDAY 

16th MAY 

11am – 3pm 
 

THE OLD BAKERY 

2 SUMMER STREET 



 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 

All residents in the Parish are invited to a 

Public Meeting on 16th March at 7.30 in the 

Village Hall, when the new Community 

Projects Group will be launched.  Letters have 

gone out to businesses and organisations, 

inviting them to attend and the invitation is 

also open to all residents. 

It is hoped that everyone who attends the 

meeting will feel able to join the Group. A 

management committee will be elected. This 

will give everyone in the Parish a greater say in 

projects which are undertaken in the next three 

to five years.  

The Projects Group will be a separate body 

from the Parish Council having its own 

constitution and bank account. The Council has 

made money available plus the salary of a part 

time Project Manager. 

The Projects Group idea developed from that  

great day last year when the whole Parish got 

together for Village Day, and the success of the 

new Youth and Chatty Clubs. With all this  

going on, enquiries from residents wishing to 

become more involved in the community have 

increased raising questions like “can’t  

something be done about....?” or “how can I 

help ...... in the Village?”. 

So what could be done? Well, almost anything, 

if we all put our minds to it, from supporting 

existing organisations to creating new ones: 

e.g. what can be done for 30-40 year olds with 

young families? How can clubs and businesses 

be supported? How can existing resources in 

the Parish be developed and what new ones do 

we need? How can we smarten the place up? 

How do we want the Parish Council to spend 

our Council tax? 

Having a separate community body like this 

opens up opportunities for grants to fund the 

ideas and folks can be involved as much or as 

little as they want to be. The success of the 

Group will have an impact on the quality of life 

for all age groups as well as success for the 

existing organisations and businesses.  

If you are free on the 16th please do come along 

to the Village Hall and let’s start to talk about 

what we can do to make Slip End, Aley Green, 

Woodside and Pepperstock even better places 

to live for ourselves and families. 

Questionnaires will be available, so if you are a 

bit uncomfortable about speaking in public you 

will still be able to tell us what you think. A 

follow up meeting has been booked for 30th 

March to begin to develop ideas. 

Farewell Lou! 

Sadly, in February we said goodbye to PC 

Louise (Lou) Howard who has served us well 

over the last three years as our “Village 

Bobby”.  Lou is moving on in her career and I 

am sure you will all join me in wishing her 

well and thanking her for the excellent service 

she has given to the Parish. We do have 

concerns about overall policing, but as the 

officer on the ground, Lou has worked 

tirelessly and always had our best interests at 

heart. PC Wesley Hall is taking over and we 

look forward to working with him. 

Local Developments 

You may have seen reports in the media of the 

outline proposals for some large scale 

development bordering on the Parish. The 

Council is seeking professional advice  to put 

us in an informed position to decide the best 

way forward. I will keep you posted. 

Following recent contacts with our Member of 

Parliament, Margaret Moran has considered 

several of the issues which concern us.  Her 

responses are paraphrased below and more 

complete details will be posted shortly on 

www.slipend.co.uk. 

Fly Tipping 

At the tidy tip near Luton Airport, Luton 

Council now charge a commercial rate for 

those using commercial vehicles in order to 

keep costs down for ratepayers and residents.  

Unfortunately, it is impossible to differentiate 

between commercial and non-commercial 

vehicles and so all van users are charged. In 

terms of fly tipping local authority focus is on 

swift removal and investigation by Street 

Service Units and the public is encouraged to 

call the SBDC Envirocrime Unit on 01582 

474031. 



 

Policing 

The MP took our concerns to the Chief 

Constable who said “In regard to response times 

to Slip End and Caddington, there is a mixture 

of perception and reality. The perception is that 

officers are always having to turn out from 

Leighton Buzzard, when in reality they were 

just round the corner. Overall there has been a 

slight increase in average response times, but 

both divisional commanders and our dispatchers 

are trying to ensure that the nearest person 

attends. Where they are based is not relevant.” 

Margaret awaits further comment from the 

Chief Constable and will come back to us. 

Post Office 

“I can assure you I have every interest in the 

future of the Post Offices in Luton South. The 

network is a crucial part of the social 

infrastructure for many communities, and I 

believe that we must fight to keep the Post 

Offices open that are viable and meet the 

criteria. Sadly Slip End Post Office does not.” 

Our direct concerns that the Markyate and 

Farley Hill alternatives listed by the Post Office 

are awry due to inadequate local transport have 

induced no response as yet, neither the 

provision of a free cash machine at the Village 

Shop.  Our Post Office provided a much cheaper 

cost option to residents. In terms of transport, 

Betty Marriott’s suggestion that Caddington PO 

makes better sense, where Post Office 

alternatives do not. 

The MP has taken up the question of cash 

machine charges with the Department for 

Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform and 

is waiting for a response about that. 

A lot of work has been going on behind the 

scenes on the structure of the Council Website 

on slipend.co.uk and a new section is being set 

up for the Community Projects Group. We are 

very grateful to Peter King the Webmaster. The 

intention is to provide much more detailed 

information which cannot be carried in Parish 

News, so please keep an eye on both Parish 

News and the website. Your suggestions and 

comments will be very welcome. 

Ken Crossett 

Acting Chairman 

PUBLIC MEETING 
To  Launch the 

 

Community Projects 

group 
 

Tell us what you want 

for your Parish & Community. 

Everyone is invited We need your help. 

Please come along to the Village Hall on 16th March at 7.30pm. 

(We’re not as stuffy as you think  and we are not the Parish Council!) 



 

THE HOLE AT THE BOTTOM OF CHURCH ROAD 

Leigh has sent in this great photo of British Legion members 

marching past at the crossroads, not long after WW2.  Leigh tells 

us that the gentleman in the wheelchair is the late George 
Marriott a colourful character, who for forty years was involved 

in community projects in the Caddington and Slip End areas and 

will be recognised by some people locally.  All those in the picture 

are from the parish. Leigh recognises a couple of them, maybe 

others will see somebody they remember? 

There is much interest in the detail. The  slow sign  is wonky, probably clobbered 
during the black-out. Oh dear, the coach is illegally parked (too close to the 

junction), perhaps waiting to take those on parade that Remembrance Day to the 

nearest Legion Hall, where reminiscences would be shared over a beer or two. That is surely not Bob Porter’s 
Buggatti parked in Front Street?  The chimney at the Village Hall has already been truncated, an early heating system 

having already been installed. Our eagle-eyed readers will also have spotted that Slip End road repairs were not a 

County Council priority then: some things never change! But back to the people in the picture. The leading 
gentleman exudes proud military poise, smart and upright with his Regimental tie, Flanders Poppy and Regimental 

Crest on his blazer.  Thank you Leigh, for sharing a very moving and interesting picture. 

PN is always on the look-out for interesting pictures such as this one from Leigh. 
Please get in touch if you have any and we’ll scan them for our pages. 

At 11 metres deep you can hardly see the bottom!  It is not, as has been suggested, an effluent pit for Slip 

End New Town.   No, it is a balancing/holding tank designed to take run-off water from the motorway, de-

signed to handle the most severe flash floods likely to occur within the next 100 years.  Pumps in the tank 

will shunt floodwater at an appropriate rate up to the  pond/tank between the motorway and the Rugby Club. 

This pond/tank on its own could not deal with the extra run-off to be expected following the motorway wid-

ening, nor could it be enlarged.                                      (Impressive: that is potentially a lot of water!) 

A PICTURE FROM LEIGH GLENISTER’S ARCHIVES 



 

ALEY GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 

Services & Diary for March 

Sun 1st 11am: Lent 1 - Rev Philip Horner 

Sunday School 

Mon 2nd 7.45pm 

Lent Ecumenical Bible Study Week 

Believing & trusting 

Wed 4th 7.45pm 

Coffee evening in aid of  

Leaders of Worship & Preachers Trust 

Sun 8th 11am: Lent 2 - Family Service 

All Age Sunday School. 

Mon 9th 7.45pm 

Lent Study Week 2: The Peace of God 

Sun 15th 11am: Lent 3 - Mr Martin Herring 

Sunday School 

Mon 16th 7.45pm 

Lent Study Week 3: Faith into Love 

20th -  22nd Flower Festival Weekend 

see poster) 

Sun 22nd 11am: Lent 4 No morning service 

4.30pm: Mothers Day service, Rev P. Horner 

Mon 23rd 7.45pm 

Lent Study Week 4: All Shall Be Well 

April 5th Palm Sunday 11am: Sunday School 

Rev Philip Horner 

Our January Coffee evening raised £55 and 

our Church family New Year meal added a 

further £237 for Action for Children, the new 

name for National Children’s Homes. We 

shall be raising funds for Water Aid in our 

Smartie tubes and our 500 project (where we 

raise an additional £500 for a charity) will be 

for Keech Cottage Rockin’ Mondays, a 

service for young adults. 

We do hope you will be able to join one of 

the Ecumenical Lent groups, there will be a 

meeting at Aley Green each Monday and one 

at the Baptist Church on a Thursday 

afternoon. We will all be following the York 

course “These three, Faith, Hope and Love.” 

Each session begins with a taped interview 

by Canon Simon Stanley, questioning Tom 

Wright (Bishop of Durham). Christopher 

Jamison (Abbot of Worth) and Anne Atkins 

(Novelist & Broadcaster). These Fellowships 

are a wonderful way to prepare ourselves for 

the passion and joy of Easter.  

Pop along to see us over the Mothering 

Sunday and Flower Festival weekend. Bring 

the family and reserve a flower arrangement 

for your special mum (collection after the 

afternoon service approx 5.30pm). 

We do hope to welcome you into Aley Green 

Church over this season of Lent. May God 

Bless you and keep you in his care. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours, 

no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours 

are the eyes through which we must look out 

at Christ’s compassion on the world. Yours 

are the feet with which He is to go about 

doing good. Yours are the hands with which 

He is to bless men now.  

Ann Meader 

Aley Green  
Methodist Church 

Flower 
Festival 

‘Precious Jewels & Stones’ 
 

Friday March 20th 5.30 - 8pm 
Saturday March 21st 10.30 am - 5pm 

Sunday March 22nd  2 - 4pm 

 
Tea, Coffee & Cakes will be served 

Brunches 10.30am 
Lunches 12noon - 2pm 

 

Preserves & Books for sale 
 

Sunday Service 4pm 
 

Come along and buy  
an arrangement 
for Mother’s Day 

 

Proceeds in aid of Church Funds 



 

Due to unforeseen 

circumstances such as 

weather, health,  and the 

half term break, we 

were rather thin on the 

ground for our February 

meeting. I am sure the 

hilarity the Crazy Bag 

Whist provided made 

up for the lack of 

members. Betty and 

Doris are in our 

thoughts in their 

absence, it is not a nice time of year to be 

unwell and we wish them a speedy recovery.  

The Spring Federation Meeting on Monday 

27th April at Bedford Corn Exchange has 

Edwina Currie as their speaker, tickets are 

now available. Group Spring meeting on 28th 

April at Totternhoe has Mel Rees author, as 

the speaker. A Group summer outing to be 

made in Birmingham includes a City and 

Village tour; watch this space, also for 

another visit from the ever popular Dunstable 

Ladies Choir. 

Next month is Members Night. The acting 

committee have a rest and let members take 

over. 

The third Tuesday is here so be of good cheer 

The W.I. is abroad. 

It is time for a chat about this and that 

There is no time to be bored. 

The speaker was good, he affected our mood 

For cooking and travelling and such  

We know about gems about taking up hems 

For us no task is too much. 

We need to meet you to broaden our view 

You will benefit too have no doubt 

So, please come along bring a friend or a throng 

A welcome is what we’re about! 

 

We meet monthly on the 3rd Tuesday at 7.30 

in the Baptist Hall Caddington. We look 

forward to welcoming you to join your local 

Women’s Institute. 

Patricia Crick 

BETTY VARANI 

Betty sadly died on December 28th  2008 at 

the Luton and Dunstable Hospital. 

She was born in London and first moved to 

Aley Green as a child with her parents. The 

family later returned to London where Betty 

joined the Fire Service. After the war she 

married Peter Varani and they made their 

home in the village in 1953. She worked for 

many local businesses and brought up her 

three children, Bill, Alan and Angela. 

She was a lady of great character and 

kindness who gave much to her family and 

neighbours in Slip End. She delivered the 

Parish News for many years. She will be 

much missed by her children, 5 grand 

children and 4 great-grandchildren as well as 

her friends and neighbours in the village. 

Betty’s funeral service took place in St 

Andrew’s Church on Wednesday 14th 

January 2009. 

 

BETTY MEAD 

Betty Mead, who was born and brought up in 

Slip End, sadly passed away on 29th 

December 2008, while staying with friends 

in Wiltshire. 

Betty lived in the village all her life. After 

she married Ben at St Andrews Church they 

had a house built in her parents garden in 

Markyate Road. They were married for 49 

years. Betty worked as a secretary for the 

house builders H.C. Janes and later on at the 

Slip End Garage. 

She was a home maker who enjoyed knitting, 

sewing and her garden. Although a quiet 

retiring lady she had many good friends and 

neighbours who miss her very much. 

Her Thanksgiving Service and burial of 

ashes took place at St Andrew’s Church on 

Wednesday 21st January 2009. 

 

Joy Daniel 



 

 

More Help Needed! 

for our expanding Youth Club 

If you have a few spare hours  

& you are over 18  

please contact: 

 Janet Crawley 07752 902070 

Shirley Garner 07866 215453  



 

RAFFLE - SLIP END VILLAGE DAY 2009 

Last year village day 

raised £4,000. The 

main beneficiary was 

the Slip End Youth 

Club.  Since then the 

Slip End Community 

Projects Group has 

been set up, 

supporting local 

organisations such as 

the Youth Club and 

the over 55’s Chatty Club which has recently 

been launched and  meets once a week at The 

Rising Sun. 

This year I am organising the raffle. My aim 

is to raise as much money as possible; so if 

anyone has a suitable prize for the raffle that 

they wish to donate please contact me on 

hatsbydoo@btinternet.com or 01582 458824. 

Katrina Doubleday 

FARLEY HILL METHODISTS 

Friends and church members 

were saddened by the passing 

of Grace Brown in January.  

Grace is survived by a 

daughter Rose and son David. 

She was a very active member 

of FHM for over 50 years. Always very 

supportive, she rarely missed a service or a 

function in the church hall. Despite atrocious 

weather, many attended her funeral last 

month, including members from St John’s 

Farley Hill, World Wide Church of God and 

the Lunch Club. 

At the service conducted by Reverend Rex 

Merry, Betty Gale read from 1 Corinthians, 

Ken Cameron read his poem 'Grace' and Gill 

Jardine and Pat Ingray gave  appreciations of 

Grace's Christian activity.  Mrs Dorcas 

Acknaka sang a solo 'I cannot tell'. 

Ken Cameron 

The annual London Walk  has attracted Slip 

End strollers for many years. Here’s a shot 

from 2006 with Steve Lyons leading some 

decision making: “Do we shelter a while to 

let this shower blow over or press on?”  

Guess what was decided …  WRONG, we pressed on! 

The 2009 route includes two boroughs of 

Hackney and Islington plus a smidgeon of 

Tower Hamlets. In part the route follows the 

Regent’s Canal and the New River in 

Canonbury.  

The Church of England churches are hugely 

spectacular, one big enough to seat 2000! We 

will stop at two of these, but see more and 

wonder how they can possibly be maintained.  

At the other extreme are some more modest 

churches where small congregations have 

found funds to adapt impressively to offer the 

kind of ministry that is needed.  

As always in London, there are enormous 

contrasts, with monotonous estates alongside 

the gracious and wealthy houses of 

Canonbury or de Beauvoir Town. London 

Fields is the most historic open space on the 

route, but we will be greatly welcomed and 

fed at the urban farm in Haggerston. Dalston 

market is very colourfully cosmopolitan,  

Not a “touristy” type route, but very much an 

Unlock "find the real London" walk. 



 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

St Andrew's  Cookbook! 

This will be produced over the coming 

months and go on sale in the summer.   

Root out your favourite recipe(s) for inclusion,  

adding a small personal note to your recipe if you wish,  and get them to 

Joan (joanduncombe@slipend.co.uk)  

or Marian (mariankingston@hotmail.co.uk)  

or post your hard copy to  

Marian at 7 Crawley Close or Joan at 49 Summer Street.  

 

Services & Events in March 
Midweek Communions take place monthly at two venues in Slip End, details from Joy  

Sunday 1st 10.30am 

6.15pm 

All-Age family service with informal communion 

3:16 in the Family Room 

Wednesday 4th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Thursday 5th 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 8th 10.30am Morning Praise 

Monday 9th 7.30pm Deanery Synod Meeting 

Wednesday 11th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 15th 10.30am 

6.15pm 

Holy Communion 

3:16 in the Family Room 

Wednesday 18th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Thursday 19th 8.00pm Footsteps meet in the Family Room 

Sunday 22nd 10.30am Morning Praise. (Mothering Sunday) 

Wednesday 25th 10.30am Little Stars meet in the Family Room 

Friday 27th 2.00pm Woodside Home Service 

Sunday 29th 10.30am 

12.00noon 

6.15pm 

Morning Praise 

Annual Church Meeting  (APCM) 

3.16 in the Family Room 

April - Holy Week & Easter  

Sunday 5th 10.30am Palm Sunday Service 

Monday 6th 7.00pm Evening Prayer in the Family Room 

Tuesday 7th 7.00pm Evening Prayer in the Family Room 

Wednesday 8th 7.00pm Evening Prayer in the Family Room 

Thursday 9th 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Agape 

Friday 10th 11.00am 

12.00 noon 

Good Friday Prayer Walk (Meet at Crossroads) 

Good Friday Service 

Sunday 12th 10.30am Easter Day  Holy Communion 

London Walk 

The annual springtime Unlock Walk, when thousands have 

walked through many London areas, takes place on Satur-

day 25th April. Avoiding tourist trails, but extremely inter-

esting none the less.  A group will go from Slip End again, so if you are interested to join in, 

see the item elsewhere in this issue and contact Mary Barker on 738435for information.   



 

Weddings  &  Christenings 
Looking for something special that won’t break the bank ? 

 

We provide a wish tree and handmade tags designed to co-ordinate with your Wedding/Christening 
colours or theme. Guests write their best wishes for the bride and groom/new baby and then hang 
the tag onto the wish tree, creating a stunning display at your reception. Tags are then collected and 
presented in a pretty handmade album, the perfect keepsake to remember your special day! 

 

Phone Liz on 07968718468 or email liz@blueskycrafts.co.uk 
 

Samples available to view 

HERE COME THE GIRLS!! 

There are five darts teams from Slip End 

playing in the Markyate & District League. 

Several of us had watched our partners play 

in previous seasons but not taken part. 

However last June we decided to “throw a 

few arrows” just for fun. The boys were not 

impressed enough with our throwing to allow 

us into their teams and so it was decided to 

form our own girls only team! 

After collecting names and numbers we 

started to practise. Quite a few of the darts 

did not even hit the board; evidence of this is 

visible if you visit The Rising Sun! We were 

not put off by our ability and we continued to 

practise religiously trying different darts, 

different flights trying to perfect our throw. 

Signing up in September made our team 

official and with loads of apprehension and 

nerves we started to play matches every 

Thursday! Our home is The Rising Sun and 

Lily is very supportive of the girls, and 

always provides a delicious selection of 

home cooked food on our home matches. 

By the time you read this the season will be 

drawing to a close. However I think that I 

can predict our position and see ourselves 

collecting the wooden spoon at Presentation 

Night! Nevertheless we have managed to win 

legs, and also games, by which we are 

encouraged, but a whole match has so far 

alluded us! 

If anyone is interested in joining please 

contact Katrina on 07753 168443 

POET TREE WITH MIST ACHES 

(or the perils of relying on spell chequers) 

Aware that errors sometimes creep in, Parish 

News has a dedicated team of proof readers 

who toil in the tight timescale between 

editorial completion (occasionally late-ish) 

and getting to press (sometimes in a rush).  

Thanking them for their efforts, the editor 

presents them with this challenge ... 

I have aye spelling chequer, 

It came with my pea sea. 

It plainly Marques four my revue, 

miss steaks eye cannot sea. 

Eye strike a quay and right a word, 

and weight for it to c’est 

weather I am wrong oar write, 

it shows me strait away. 

As soon as a mist ache is made, 

it nose bee fore to late 

and eye can put the error rite, 

it’s rarely, rarely grate! 

I’ve run this poem threw it, 

I’m shore your please two no,  

It’s letter perfect in its whey 

My chequer tolled me sew! 

Sauce unknown 
... butt past OK through Bill’s spell cheque! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

... turning in his grave! 



 

Neighbourhood Priorities 

January 1st 2009 – March 31st 2009 

 Inconsiderate Parking, Slip End 

 Inconsiderate Parking, Caddington 

 Speeding, East Hyde 

These are the priorities/issues that have been 

identified through consultation with the 

Parish Councils. 

Operation CAPS & SmartWater 

Protect your cars and homes from theft! 

Beds Police are offering motorists protection 

against theft and damage to their vehicles. 

The CAPS initiative runs in conjunction with 

the Vehicle and Operator Standards Agency 

and the Parish Council to improve 

community safety in the area.  As part of this 

initiative Bedfordshire Police are 

implementing Operation CAPS, offering free 

fitting of tamper proof screws to number 

plates in order to prevent them from being 

stolen. 

The service will be on offer at the Village 

Hall on Saturday 4th April between 11.30 

and 12.30. 

SmartWater is a sophisticated marking 

system with a DNA-like property, which can 

be used to help reduce home burglaries.   

PCSO Claire Young says “Smartwater is a 

highly recommended way of reducing the 

likelihood of burglary, as your items are 

marked to make it harder for thieves to sell 

your items. Also, it allows the police to 

return any recovered items back to you. So 

far prosecutions based on Smartwater have a 

100% conviction record in court!” 

Our SNT will be announcing details of a 

local initiative which will cover our Parish 

shortly: watch this space! 

Safer  
Neighbourhood 

Team 

PCSO Paul Clark PC Wesley Hall PCSO Claire Young 

Tel: 01582 473462 
e-Mail: SNT.Caddington@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

Stop press:  

Welcome Wesley! 
(picture to follow) 

 

A Surprise Visit to the Old Bakery 

The doorbell rang and on the doorstep was a 

lovely young  person with bright orange hair. 

“This is an awful cheek “ she said, “I was just 

passing by. I used to live here!” 

This was Purdy Jones, now in her early 

thirties, who lived at The Old Bakery with her 

family until she was seven. Many alterations 

and extensions had been done by her Dad: she 

was interested that the house is more or less 

as she remembers it and Dad had left it. 

It was fascinating to learn that the useful 

outhouses in the front yard, which we call the 

stables, had indeed housed a couple of ponies 

and Purdy’s mother used to collect her from 

the Old School on one of them. She recalled 

the wall in the back garden being built by 

someone called Jim who lived near the Rising 

Sun. She also recalled playing happily in the 

garden with her little cousin. 

No doubt there are people in the village who 

remember Purdy and her family and some 

schoolmates who might like to be reminded 

of her. It was a delightful and unexpected 

surprise to meet this very charming young 

lady, who still lives near her Mum and other 

members of her family in North Wales.   

News from other ex-Pat Slipenders 

We had a line from Abby Nunhood, another 

ex-Slipender, now living in Dunstable.  She 

receives PN by post every month and enjoys  

catching up on what is going on.  Abby lived 

here in the 70’s & 80’s and recalls Rev 

Dennis Cooper and Mrs Cooper, who moved 

into the new Vicarage in their time here. It 

was built by Wally Allsop’s family building 

business.     Good to hear from you Abby! 

Any other ex-Slipenders out there who want 

to drop us a few reminiscent lines?    



 

 

Reduce waste that goes into landfill 

by offering it to your local community for free!  

Post your unwanted items on  
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/FreecycleLuton/  

and an email is sent to all members  

who then make contact to  

arrange collection. 

Everything must be free,  

preferably local although some things can be posted. 

Fancy a natter 
while you Knit? 

Then Come to OUR 
knit ‘n’ natter Club! 

We will be meeting on 10th and  

24th March, 1:30 to 2:45. 

Open to all regardless of ability: 

bring along any knitting projects 

you have on the go,  Or just drop 

by for  the chat and a cuppa! 

Thank you to all who have 

donated wool: we would be most 

grateful for more as we will be 

knitting for the Christmas Child  

campaign.   

Contact Julie Taylor,   

on 413912 or e-mail 

duncan.taylor@btinternet.com. 

 

 

SLIP END 
SOCIAL 
CLUB 

New Street, Slip End 

 415804 

Live Sky Sports on the Big Screen  Pool   Darts  Crib  Dominoes 

Saturday Night Entertainment every fortnight 

Golf Society 

Opening times: 

Weekdays: 4.00 to 11pm 

Saturdays: 12 noon to 12 midnight 

Sundays: 12 noon to 11pm 
 

Usual Club prices! 

New members  & their families welcome! 

Be social  

make it   

your local! 

MP‟s  Surgeries 
Margaret Moran MP holds 

a Surgery on Friday 

evenings, where you can 

meet and discuss on a 

person to person basis.  

 

For appointments:   

call 01582 731882  

or via www.margaretmoran.gov.uk  

http://www.margaretmoran.org.uk/index.php/about/


 

PUB NEWS 

Rising Sun 

As well as providing quality beers, wines and 

spirits, Lily is developing the food side.  Call 

in at the Rising Sun and see what’s on offer.  

In particular, on Mothers Day, Sunday 22nd 

March, she launches “Lily’s Place” with two  

meal sittings, 12.30pm and 4pm.  So treat 

mum, make a booking by calling Lily on 

482354. 

The Chatty Club for over 55’s is very 

popular: call in for tea and chat at the Rising 

Sun on Tuesday afternoons from 2.30,  tea 

and sandwiches £1.50 per head. 

 

Frog & Rhubarb 

Paul & John are organising an Easter Charity 

Egg Hunt in aid of the School funds and the 

Playgroup.  This takes place on Saturday 11th 

April, starting at the school gate in Rossway,  

any time between 12noon and 1pm.   

There will be a series of clues which will 

take you round the Village, ending at the 

Frog & Rhubarb where there will be a snack 

lunch and Easter Egg for every child.  You 

will need to get tickets either at the 

Playgroup or School by 31st March,  on sale 

at £2 per child. 

 

Parish News is pleased to carry items from all 

local pubs and clubs.  Drop us a line or e-mail 

with upcoming special events and news of how 

past events have gone. (Try and avoid outright 

advertising!) 

„The Citizens Advice service helps people 

resolve legal, money and other problems 

by providing free information and advice‟ 

Are you aware that there is a special Citizens 

Advice Bureau 13th & 27th March at Manor 

Road Surgery in Caddington? Becky, the 

lady that runs the service can help you with a 

range of problems, give advice and assist 

with benefits information. To book an 

appointment just give the surgery a ring on 

01582 725673.  

If Becky is unable to help on the day she will 

certainly do her best to sort out your problem 

or enquiry and get back to you. The Bureau 

is open every other Friday from 9;15 a.m. 

and there are usually four appointments 

available for 30 to 45 minutes each one, 

depending on the problem.  This service is 

available to all residents, you do not have to 

be a patient at the Caddington Surgery.  

County Councillor’s  Surgery 
at Heathfield School, Caddington 

Meet Richard Stay to  

discuss local matters   

which are of your 

concern or interest.  
 

First Saturday of each month  

10am to 12 noon 

Ladies: Get Fit in 2009 at ... 

DEBORAH’S  

AEROBICS 

For information call Deborah  

on 01582 767916 

Thursdays at 8.pm 

Peter Edwards Hall. 

Only £3 

 

Citizens Advice 
the charity for your community 

We would love to hear from you! 
 

Parish News is read throughout 

the Parish so it is a great shame 

that we do not get regular input 

from many of the youth organisa-

tions in the village. Maybe not 

every month, but just something 

from time to time must be possible! 



 

 

Have you tried                        ?
www.skype.com 

If you are on line with broadband and a 

reasonably powerful PC, you may well have 

tried Skype already.  It provides telephone 

and video calls via the Internet, free between 

Skype users.   

Calls via Skype to landline and mobile users 

across international boundaries is also very 

cheap, although Skype to landline within the 

UK is not really worthwhile in terms of cost 

related to BT charges. 

It’s been around for a while and in early days 

was pretty flaky and I would not then have 

given much of a recommendation.  But the 

technical wizards have improved it into a 

reasonably reliable cheap service.   

There is a small but growing network of 

Skype users in the Village who regularly 

make free video calls.  Join in, give it a try. 

David Kingston 

SCRABBLE 

Best selling board game, Scrabble was 

invented 60 years ago by an American called 

Alfred Butts. If you are a scrabble player 

look out for high scoring opportunities  with  

words which use all seven of letters giving 

you a 50-point bonus. 

MUZJIKS 

Russian peasants 

QUARTZY 

abounding in, or like, quartz 

SQUEEZY 

able to be squeezed 

BEZIQUE 

a card game 

CAZIQUE 

an American Indian chief 

ZOOTAXY 

the science of the classification of animals 

HUMOUR 

Eleven people were hanging on a rope, under a helicopter. Ten men and one woman. The 

rope was not strong enough to carry them all, so they decided that one had to leave, because 

otherwise they were all going to fall. They weren't able to choose that person, until the 

woman gave a very touching speech. 

She said that she would voluntarily let go of the rope, because, as a woman, she was used to 

giving up everything for her husband and kids or for men in general, and was used to always 

making sacrifices with little in return. 

As soon as she finished her speech the men, touched by her unselfishness, started clapping  

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly; but when they lit a fire in the craft, it sank, 

proving once and for all that you can't have your kayak and heat it. 

 

So I said "Do you want a game of Darts?", he said "OK then", I said "Nearest to bull starts". 

He said "Baa", I said "Moo", he said "You're closest". 

 

The other day I sent my girlfriend a huge pile of snow. I rang her up, I said "Did you get my 

drift?". 

http://www.skype.com/intl/en-gb/


 

“The toughest physical  

experience of my life!” 
 

Read Phil MacDonald‟s story  

about his recent Himalaya trek  

to Everest Base Camp  

MOTHERING SUNDAY - MARCH 22ND  

Mothering Sunday was also known as 

'Refreshment Sunday' or 'Mid-Lent Sunday'. 

It was often called Refreshment Sunday 

because the fasting rules for Lent were 

relaxed, in honour of the Feeding of the Five 

Thousand, a story in the Christian Bible. 

No one is certain how the idea of Mothering 

Sunday began. It is known that on this day, 

about four hundred years ago, people made a 

point of visiting their nearest big church. 

People who visited their mother church 

would say they had gone "a mothering." 

Young English girls and boys 'in 

service' (maids and servants) were only 

allowed one day to visit their family each 

year. This was usually Mothering Sunday. 

Often the housekeeper or cook would allow 

the maids to bake a cake to take home for 

their mother. Sometimes a gift of eggs; or 

flowers from the garden (or hothouse) was 

allowed. Flowers were traditional, as the 

young girls and boys would have to walk 

home to their village, and could gather them 

on their way home through the meadows. 

Mothering Sunday is a time when children 

pay respect to their Mothers. Children often 

give their Mothers a gift and a card. Many 

churches give the children in the 

congregation a little bunch of spring flowers 

during the Mothering Sunday service, to give 

to their Mothers as a thank you for all their 

care and love throughout the year. 

 

Wonderful Mother 
God made a wonderful mother, 

A mother who never grows old; 

He made her smile of the sunshine, 

And He moulded her heart of pure gold; 

In her eyes He placed bright shining stars, 

In her cheeks fair roses you see; 

God made a wonderful mother, 

And He gave that dear mother to me. 

-Author unknown  

http://cowo.culham.ac.uk/assemblies/001p_mothersday.php


 

Next issue will be at the beginning of April. 

Items for inclusion should be in by 15th March. 

If you would like a copy of Parish News delivered each month, contact Alan Buttery at 1 

Claydown Way (01582 724527), alanjan@buttery400.fsnet.co.uk. Anything interesting to 

report about village activities, photos, holidays, etc? Please contact us, letters and e-mails are 

encouraged. Views expressed by our contributors are not the Editor’s own.  Articles should 

be sent by the 15th of the preceding month to Sue Briggs, 4 The Oaks, Slip End or e-Mail 

parishnews@slipend.co.uk. 

Parish News is grateful to our advertisers for  

their contributions.  Please support them!  

For advertising enquiries call Steve on  

01582 861186 (Monday to Friday 9 to 4)  

or 01582 414162 (evenings & weekends)  

or e-mail SteveSueLyons@aol.com. 

Printer: Lasertype (Caddington) 01582 482596 
e-Mail: sales@lasertype.co.uk  Website www.lasertype.co.uk 

Put out Black Bins only on Fridays high-
lighted above. On other Fridays, put out 
Green and Orange Bins, not Black Bins. 

DIARY:  If you would like your events included, please contact the Editor 

March 

2nd Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall  7.30pm 

8th County Councillor’s Surgery at Heathfield School, Caddington 10 - 12 noon 

10th Knit & Natter at Julie Taylor’s home 

13th Citizens Advice at Manor Road surgery, Caddington 

16th Public Meeting in the Village Hall: Community Projects Group 

20th - 22nd : Flower Festival at Aley Green Methodist Church 

22nd Mothering Sunday: treat Mum to a meal at the Rising Sun 

24th Knit & Natter at Julie Taylor’s home 

27th Citizens Advice at Manor Road surgery, Caddington 

April 

1st Mid Beds Council starts here! 

4th Operation CAPS at Village Hall: protect your car against theft 

3rd - 6th:  Easter Weekend 

6th Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall  7.30pm 

11th Charity Easter Egg Hunt, organised by the Frog & Rhubarb 

21st Women’s Institute: TBA 

25th Unlock London Churches Walk 

Centenary Year!  
More news next month 


