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75p where sold 

On 14th November we gathered around the 

War Memorials at St Andrew‟s  in memory 

of those who died in wartimes. Our 

youngsters were prominent, smart in their 

uniforms carrying their flags and banners. 



PLATINUM WEDDING CELEBRATIONS! 

Melissa & Doug from the The Plough express 

their heartfelt congratulations to Frank & Vera 

Dunn, two favourite customers as they reach 

their Platinum Wedding Anniversary (that’s 70 

years!) in December 2010: with lots of love to 

them both.  
 

Rob Swetman has moved away from his home in 

Church Road to Northamptonshire: best wishes 
for the future Rob! 
 

Shoe Box time comes round again! Youngsters 

were busy packing them last month at St A‟s. 
 

„Autumnal Sunshine-2‟: Postman Chris is 
enjoying the autumn sunshine as he did his round 

one day last month. Waving at the camera, Chris 

shouted, “Shame it‟s not like this every day!” 



Christmas draws near, but pictures 

appearing in our next issue in February 

of Nativity 2010 would be „past their sell 
by date‟. So here is a much earlier 

picture. Since 1999, when this picture was 

taken, these little angels have grown up a 
bit! Do you recognise any of their faces? 
 

Another facial recognition challenge, who 

is the young man top left? Answer inside. 
 

A good crowd turned out for the Garden 
Club Quiz Nights last month. Katrina, 

Mandy, Kevin & Phil put in a plucky 

effort, but managed only 9th place. „It is 
not the winning, but taking part‟ which 

matters … 
 

„Autumnal Sunshine - 1‟: We had some 
delightful if chilly days in November 

which provided the PN Photographic 

team with ideal opportunities to get some 

colour in. The yellow daisies made a 

pretty show in the sunshine beaming down 

on Crawley Close. 
 

The young lady enjoying herself below 

was among the  crowd having fun at the 

„Rocky‟s Plaice‟  the Holiday Club at St 
A‟s at half term at the end of October. 



 

MP’s  Contact details 

 

Gavin Shuker‟s local office is 

located at: 

3 Union Street,  

Luton LU1 3AN 

Email: gavin@gavinshuker.org 

Website: www.gavinshuker.org 
 

For advice surgery appointments  

call 01582 457 774 

 

Central Beds  

Councillor’s Surgery 
Heathfield School Caddington 

 

Meet Richard Stay & Ruth Gammons 

to discuss local matters which are of 

your concern or interest.  

First Saturday of each month, 

10am to 12 noon 

 

Reduce waste that goes into landfill 

by offering it to your local community for free!  

Post your unwanted items on  
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/FreecycleLuton/  

and an email is sent to all members  

who then make contact to arrange collection. 

Everything must be free,  

preferably local, although some things can be posted. 

BINGO 
at the Village Hall  

Thursdays at Eight 

Slip End & District  Association 

Fancy Dress at the Village Hall in another age.  
That looks like Joan Austin, top left? 



HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 767916 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 0795 6833488 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (CBC): 0300 300 8000 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Mother‟s Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Women‟s Institute: 421034 

Police: 473462 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrew’s Church 
Clerical Vacancy 

Wardens: Tony Willson 482681 

Susan Wiltshire 727477 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Philip Horner 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large 

Website: slipend.co.uk 

SCHOOLS 
Slip End Lower: 720152 

Caddington Village School: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 679400 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ken Crossett 414168 

kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

Sarah Minnighan 

s.minnighan@btinternet.com 

Paul Cooper 

paul-cooper@indigo-tiger.com 

KeithHolme: 07969 154783  

holme@keithjan.fsnet.co.uk 
 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Peter Segal: 526594 

 (9am to noon weekdays) 

clerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

CENTRAL BEDS COUNCIL: 0300 300 8000 

CENTRAL BEDS COUNCILLORS 
Richard Stay: 0300 300 4230 

Richard.Stay@centralbeds.gov.uk 

Ruth Gammons 01582 738398 

ruth.gammons@centralbeds.gov.uk 
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Gavin Shuker 

020 7219 500 or 07505 738666 



To keep track of  latest local 
issues,  events, etc., visit …..  

www.slipend.co.uk 
Our website contains lots of information 
covering all activities and groups in the 
Parish. Web mistress Sarah Minnighan & 
Webmaster Peter King have been 
working hard to update information 
and improve presentation. 

GRADUATE OF THE MONTH 

Following the request last month for photo‟s 

of other graduates from the Parish, we are 

pleased to include this picture of Rachael 

Worsley, the grand-daughter of Josie and 

Derek Worsley, who live in Front Street. 

Rachael attended Slip End Lower and Five 

Oaks School before moving to Toddington, 

but maintains strong links with the village.  

Rachael went to Nene University 

Northampton, where she did her degree and 

was awarded a very reputable BA Hons 

Degree 2:1 in Psychology. She is currently 

applying for jobs, sure that her University 

experience and result will help find her the 

right position soon. Well done Rachael, your 

teachers would be very proud of you. If there 

are any more graduates from Slip End, please 

contact Parish News. We would love to hear 

from you or your family.  

FARLEY HILL LUNCH CLUB 

Christmas is coming to the Farley Hill Lunch 

Club with Farley Bazaar, Carol Services and 

Pantomime as well as the normal church 

services.  The fun begins at the Farley 

Festival, where Farley Hill Methodists have 

two stalls in the Community Centre on 

Saturday 4th December  from noon. 

On Wednesday 8th December at 12.15 for 

1pm join us for Christmas Lunch at the 

Lunch Club.  Turkey with more than a few 

trimmings, Christmas Pud and Cream, mince 

pies and mints are all on offer. Carols will be 

sung before, during and after lunch and 

Christmas cards and home made marmalade 

will be on sale. Cost of this feast?  A mere 

£3.50! 

In the seventh annual mini-panto on 12th 

December, Ken Cameron will play the villain 

as usual, supported by villainess Gill Jardine 

opposed by the good and holy  Steve 

Thompson, Tina Hayton, Rev Julie 

Bradshaw, Janet Vicker, plus Sunday 

School's Malachi and Rose Oruma, Holly 

Provis and Natalie Hodder. The mini panto 

follows the Carol Service conducted by Rev 

Julie Bradshaw which will commence at 

3pm. 

The World Wide Church of God holds its  

Candle Lit Carol Service on Christmas Eve 

Friday 24th December at FHM 6pm start. 

Ken Cameron 07852474628 

khubsurat1@xlnbb.co.uk   



SHOEBOX SUNDAY  

Many people had made to the effort to 

produce a shoeboxes for needy children and 

brought them along to our Shoebox Service 

last month. 

Julie Taylor, Teresa Willson and Sue Briggs 

led the service. We had a Quiz, „Pass the 

Prayer Parcel‟, DVDs to explain about 

Operation Christmas Child followed by a 

puppet show in which Ruth & Grandad filled 

their shoebox. Teresa spoke about her visit to 

Ukraine when she helped deliver the boxes to 

some very poor but grateful children.  We 

also filled covered shoeboxes with the help 

of the „Kidztime‟ children (see photograph 

on the  colour pages.) 

Many thanks to all those who sent along hats, 

gloves, cuddly toys, sweets, stationery and 

toiletries for inclusion in the boxes. The 

Church is proud to announce that a total of 

113 boxes so far, will be going to 

Kyrgyzstan. 

Alan Buttery and his team of 

drivers and „shotguns‟, have 

been busy moving vast 

numbers of shoeboxes from 

many drop off points over a 

large local area to warehouses 

in Borehamwood and 

Cambridge where they are 

processed and packed into 

containers, then loaded onto 

large articulated lorries for 

shipment to their ultimate 

destinations, many hundreds of 

miles away in Eastern Europe 

and Africa.  

http://www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/


BINGO 

at the Village Hall  

Thursdays at Eight 

Slip End & District  Association 

POLICE NEWS 

Two burglaries were reported in Slip End last 

month. One took place in New Street during 

the night of the 12th and 13th November. 

The offender entered the house by forcing 

open a small ground floor window. A man‟s 

watch, a mobile phone and wallets were 

stolen. The offender also took keys to the 

owner‟s vehicle and then drove off with it. 

An attempted burglary took place in Crawley 

Close on Sunday 14th November, between 6 

and 11 pm. The offender gained access to the 

rear of the house where windows were 

damaged. However, the offender failed to 

gain access, although damage was also 

caused to the security lighting at the house. 

No property was taken, although the owner, 

who has suffered with illness over the last 

month or two, was quite shaken up by this 

sad event. 

This crime is part of a series where the 

offenders have used keys stolen from a 

burglary, to also steal a vehicle. 

Now the nights are drawing in it seems that 

those having evil intentions are creeping out 

of the woodwork to cause us pain and loss.  

Keep doors and windows locked at all times. 

Avoid leaving property like vehicle keys, 

handbags, or laptops in hallways, or where 

they can be seen from outside the house. 

Remove all keys from the locks and keep 

them in a safe place and out of view. 

Keep garden furniture, ladders, and Wheelie 

bins in a secure garage or shed, or locked up 

away from the house, where they might be 

used to climb onto a roof or access a first 

floor window.  

Be aware of sounds e.g. breaking glass. 

Be a good Neighbour. 

If you have any information about these 

crimes or other suspicious incidents, please 

call the Police Control Centre on (01234) 

841212 or call crime stoppers in confidence 

on (0800) 555111. 

Alternatively text your message to (07786) 

200011 or email your message to 

chc@Bedfordshire.pnn.Police.uk  

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.bedfordshire.police.uk neighbourhood 
_teams/teams/cbcaddington_rural.htm 



Come & Join Us! 
Scouting offers fun, challenges and 
adventure to over 4,000,000 young 
people, supported by 100,000 adult 
volunteers across the UK. 
Do you have a thirst for adventure, do you want to be 
able to do the things that you can only dream about, 
like climbing up mountains covered with snow, 
camping out in the most remote parts of the world, 
learning survival skills and being part of the largest 
young people’s movement in the world?  Then why 
not give scouting a try? We have the opportunity for 
you to achieve all this and more! 

Slip End Cubs and Scouts are growing and want you to 
be part of the exciting experience we have to offer.  
Why not come along to one of our Open Evenings or 
drop in to one of our weekly sessions at the Peter 
Edwards Hall. 

Cubs meet on Mondays between 7pm and 8.30pm and 
caters for children aged 8 to  10½ yrs. 

Scouts meet on Fridays between 7pm and 9pm and is 
for children aged 10½ to  14yrs. 

Both Cubs and Scouts will be holding Open Evenings 
in the village soon - look out for the posters with 
more information 

Or call us for more information on 07899942932 



Refurbishment at the Plough 

The decorators have done a good job at the 

Plough, so call in to visit our newly decorated 

restaurant, complete with glazed screen, 

fabrics and wall canvasses. 

Fun & Games 

The sporting season is well under way at the 

Plough and both the dominoes and darts 

teams have made a great start. On Monday 

afternoons Bingo sessions start at 3pm, every 

one is welcome! For the slightly more 

intellectually minded, Quiz Nights are held 

every Friday at 8pm. 

Christmas is just around the corner and, for 

Woodside Residents and their friends, we are 

offering a three course lunch menu at £7.50 

during December. Also the Christmas Party 

Menu is available 2 Course at £10.95 and 3 

Course at £13.95. (advance bookings are 

required for the above Christmas meals) 

 

‘£2 Nights’ at the Frog 

The Frog & Rhubarb‟s first £2 night took 

place in October. The pub was packed with 

customers making the most of drinks at £2. 

Free nibbles and a disco ensured a fantastic 

evening. Following this success, there will be 

another £2 night on Christmas Eve. All drinks 

will be £2 and tickets are also £2 in advance. 

Alternatively, you can go along for free and 

pay normal prices whilst enjoying the free 

food and disco. 

On Paul Cooper‟s 40th birthday, a large 

turnout celebrated in style. There was a huge 

buffet and a disco for all to enjoy, the 

celebrations carrying on until the early hours. 

If you haven‟t arranged your Christmas Party 

yet, there are still a few days available at the 

Frog & Rhubarb. Head chef Neil Gardner, has 

devised a menu to tantalise the taste buds . 

You can pick up a copy in the pub or by 

visiting their website. 

Why not have a break from cooking and 

washing up this Christmas Day? The Frog is 

offering a 5 course gourmet menu of festive 

treats. The day is booking up fast so if you 

want to sit back and let someone else do all 

the work, drop in to pick up a menu. 

New Year Celebrations @ the Frog 

On New Year‟s Eve, the Frog & Rhubarb is 

winding back the decades. There will be 70‟s 

& 80‟s disco so break out the flares and frilly 

shirts to welcome in 2011. Tickets are a real 

bargain this year at just £10 including a buffet 

and £15 vouchers to spend in January. 

Saturday 29th January 2011 sees the return to 

Slip End of Elvis Rivers. This is an amazing 

night of entertainment to blast away those 

January blues with music from the King of 

Rock And Roll. If you want to make it a 

really special night then go along for dinner 

PUB PAGES 



and stay to join in the fun. Make sure you 

book early as this is always a popular night. 

There will be a massive fundraising night in 

aid of Help For Heroes at the Frog in 

February. Keep an eye out for further details 

over the coming months. Leading up to this, 

the pub is running Meal Or No Meal 

promotion to raise money for the charity. 

Visit the pub to find out how it works and 

open your very own red box. 

Up to date information on events, discounts 

and offers at the Frog & Rhubarb are always 

available at the Frog, take a look at 

www.frogandrhubarb.co.uk. 

 

A busy month at the Rising Sun 

The Hallowe‟en Parties were both successful 

with the pub packed with witches, skeletons, 

ghosts and other scary characters, plus  

buffets and discos. The children played games 

and had their faces painted by Sally, with no 

loss of blood! 

Lily is seen supervising Mark („the Hobbit‟),  

as he prepares to ceremonially slice the 

Stilton at the Cheese & Port evening.  

Talking of Cheese, the Rising Sun has 

something special to offer the fromagiologists 

for Christmas. Martin Knap, „Cheesewheeler‟ 

is coming to on December 17th with his van 

containing a wide selection of cheeses. Call 

by from 7pm, have tasters and buy something 

cheesily special for Christmas! 

New Year Celebrations @ the Sun 

On New Year‟s Eve the theme is „an evening 

of elegance and sophistication‟. Tickets will 

be on sale at £15 each, which includes Disco, 

Gala buffet and champagne toast for the New 

Year. Here is a chance for you to get dressed 

to the „nines‟ and dance the night away.  

Menu and full list of opening times for the 

festive season is available at the pub.  

Och aye th’noo, Jimmy! 

Advanced notice for Burns Night which will 

be on the 22nd January 2011, by ticket only 

and including a sit down meal. See Lily for 

tickets and more details.  



ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

Harvest 

December means hard frosts and it is time to 

harvest winter cabbages, cauliflowers and  

Brussels sprouts. Leeks should be about 

ready, just take what you need and leave the 

rest to stand until required.  

Any remaining carrots should come up for 

storage in peat or sand or  a traditional clamp. 

Lift celery, parsnips and swedes although 

parsnips and swedes are very hardy and may 

be left in the ground until needed. Cover them 

with fleece or straw to help stop the ground 

freezing them in.  

It's worth checking stored vegetables, 

removing anything that has started to rot. 

Watch out for slugs on the potatoes.  

General Jobs in the Garden 

Digging can continue when weather allows. 

Digging when the soil is wet and sticky can 

do more harm than good. Dig it over and 

spread manure over the surface. Leave the 

soil roughly dug in large clumps to help 

worms and frosts break it down. 

Winter is a good time for double digging, 

incorporating manure into the bottom of the 

trench and deepening your topsoil. 

Stake young trees and tall brassicas to prevent 

wind rock damaging them and loosening soil 

around stems and roots. Ensure compost bins 

are covered to prevent excess rain leaching 

the nutrients and to keep in some heat. 

Check soil potential hydrogen (pH). 

Measured on a scale of 1 to 14, 7 is regarded 

as neutral, although in gardening terms 6.5 

will support most plants. Below 7 is acid and 

above alkaline. If you want the best out of 

your garden, send soil samples away for 

professional analysis for both pH and nutrient 

content or utilise a kit or meter readily 

available from garden centres and DIY stores. 

Try and keep things tidy to avoid providing 

winter homes for pests waiting for the spring. 

In the greenhouse 

successional 

sowings of winter 

salads can continue. 

Ventilate on warmer 

days to prevent 

mould.  

Sowing, Planting  

& Cultivating 

Plant garlic cloves 

now as they benefit 

from a period of 

cold to prompt later growth. They don't like 

to sit in water if your soil is heavy. 

Local allotment holders will need no 

reminder that pigeons love brassicas, so put 

netting over them. Remove yellowing leaves 

from   brassicas which do no good and 

encourage disease. Onions sown after 

Christmas will make excellent plants and 

bulbs, benefiting from a longer growing 

period. Sow in seed boxes in the greenhouse 

or cold frames if they can be kept frost free. 

Cold frames can heat in a little winter sun so 

particular attention must be given to 

ventilation.  

Fruit 

Plant bare rooted fruit trees and bushes and 

prune apple and pear trees. Cut down 

raspberry canes which have finished fruiting 

and burn to prevent fungal diseases. Plant 

rhubarb crowns which will benefit from being 

left out to be frosted before planting.  

Check young trees are well supported with 

stakes and ties. Stakes can tend to work loose, 

which means they won't be doing their job of 

preventing wind rock loosening the roots. 

Seed Order 

December is the month to go through the seed 

catalogues, decide what you want to grow and 

make a list. Then you will realise you'll need 

10 times the room to plant everything you 

want to grow! 



WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Our Darts team has played two matches, 

winning one and being just beaten by 

Studham.   Well done ladies.  Should anyone 

wish to join the team please contact us. 

Our speaker for October was Margaret French 

who gave us an interesting talk about about 

colours. 

Our December 21st meeting will be a Fun 

Evening.  Santa's Sack and Post Box for our 

Christmas Cards will be there.   Competition:  

Homemade Christmas Tree Bauble. 

Some Members are busy rehearsing for the 

Christmas Group Meeting on the 3rd 

December where we raise money for a local 

charity. 

On 18th January Jane Perry will tell us about 

the British Red Cross Tracing Service. Then 

on 15th February Mark Harris will tell us 

about Life in the Met. 

Don't forget to book your table for our Mad 

March Sale on 26th March 2011 at the Baptist 

Church Hall.  Call Sheila on 01582 728100. 

We meet on the Third Tuesday of each month 

at 7.30 p.m. in the 

Baptist Church Hall in 

Caddington. Do come 

along and meet new 

friends.   

Linda Bartlett 

 

The new WI logo is shown above. Many WI ladies 

have not been slow to express negative comment 

about this „trendy‟  design which came at 

considerable cost to the WI.  I would be a bit 

miffed to feel that, unless I was a WI member, I am 

„uninspiring‟. Is the WI going for inverse 

chauvinism? This PN editor, a mere male, hardly 

dares to express an opinion, however I know many 

ladies in the Parish who are very far from being 

both uninspired and uninspiring! WI would have 

saved thousands by retaining the good old WI oak 

tree and not wasting funds on this kind of tat! Just 

my opinion, getting old, time to go…. 

Editor 

ARTS IN AND AROUND SLIP END 

I was talking to someone the recently who 

said that, where she lives, she never goes to 

the cinema as it takes 40 minutes  just to get 

there and then she has to park and pay for the 

tickets.... I realised how lucky we are! 

Last week I went to see “Absurd Person 

Singular” at Dunstable's Little Theatre. There 

were people connected to the village starring 

in it and involved backstage or front of house. 

It was brilliant and very funny. I wonder how 

many people realise we have this gem hiding 

not far away in Dunstable's High Street 

South! 

Apart from that we are well placed for music, 

art, cinema and theatre in Dunstable and 

Luton – the Grove, Galaxy, Library Theatre 

and a little bit further afield we have venues 

in Harpenden, Milton Keynes, St. Albans and 

Aylesbury and more. Our local schools too, 

have a history of providing excellent music 

and entertainment. Manshead was recently 

awarded the Artsmark for its provision in and 

out of school in Art, Music, Drama and 

Dance! 

Who can complain that we can't be  

“cultured” in Slip End? 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Song 

by Philip Brooks 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 

Christmas in lands of fir tree and pine; 

Christmas in lands of palm tree and vine; 

Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn 

                 and white; 

Christmas where cornfields lie sunny  

                and bright; 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 

Alison Wilson 



SLIP END PLAYGROUP & TODDLER GROUP 

We have had a busy term with our number of 

children quite high. During the early part of 

the term we talked about the Autumn  and 

spent a beautiful morning in Stockwood Park 

collecting conkers and autumn leaves before 

going into the Discovery Centre for 

refreshments and play. 

The children made autumn tree pictures and 

Diwali pots in November and we are now 

busy with Christmas crafts. We also  

celebrated Lucia Tag, a Swedish Christmas 

festival, with one of  our parents coming in to 

Playgroup to cook with us and help us find 

out about the day. 

Finally, we are getting ready for Santa‟s 

arrival. 

Dates for your diary 

2nd December.: Ladies Pamper Evening at 

Caddington Club. Tickets £2 from Playgroup. 

7th December: Blue Bag Collection. We will 

collect your unwanted clothes and fabrics. 

Please leave them outside on the Tuesday 

morning. We will drive around the area but it 

would be helpful to know where to collect 

from. Let us know by phone to 01582 728865 

or 724888. 

Also this day is our Christmas Fayre which 

will be held in the Village Hall during the 

Toddler Group time of 1.30 to 3.00 pm 

13th December.: Children‟s Christmas Party 

for Playgroup with a visit from Father 

Christmas. 

14th December: Children‟s Christmas Party 

for Toddlers with a visit from Father 

Christmas. This is by ticket only. Purchase 

from Toddler Group on a Tuesday afternoon 

15th December: Mum‟s Christmas Night out. 

Details from Playgroup and must be pre-

booked 

17th December: This is the last day of term  

 

SLIP END FATHER CHRISTMAS 

It is time for me to hang up my red outfit put 

my boots away and make way for the younger 

Father Christmases Roger Thrift and Stan 

Stanfield to take over the reins.  Retirement 

comes to us all.  This will be my last year as 

Father Christmas around the local pubs on 

Christmas Eve. 

The Tradition started about 30 years ago with 

myself, Peter Ray and Stephen Pantling as the 

Artful Dodger.  Over the years Roy Knapton,  

Wilf Fleckney and many other local villagers 

joined in with us. 

I have enjoyed the past year‟s of the three 

Father Christmas‟s on Christmas Eve going 

around the village watering holes.  The 

money collected over the year‟s has been 

distributed between the local village charities. 

I would like to thank you all for your 

donations over the years, with a HO HO HO 

from me. Merry Christmas everyone!. 

Peter Ray 

 



ZUMBA IS COMING TO SLIP END! 

What is it? Zumba is a fun, dance-inspired 

work-out guaranteed to make you sweat off 

the pounds and enjoy yourself at the same 

time.  Its local, at a convenient time and you 

just pay on the night. 

Who can do it? Anyone, old or young, male 

or female (over 16s). 

When and where is it on? Mondays 7.30pm 

at Slip End Lower School Hall, Ross Way. 

Why do it? Because you want to keep fit and 

enjoy yourself! 

More reasons: No expensive gym 

membership, no pounding relentlessly on the 

treadmill or exercise bike feeling bored.  You 

really will have fun whilst doing yourself 

some good along with your friends, at a 

convenient time and place. 

More about Zumba: Zumba is a latin dance 

inspired fitness class which is suitable for all 

ages and fitness levels.  I am a qualified 

fitness instructor who has been teaching 

classes for 8 years. When I discovered Zumba 

I was hooked. Music is inspired from Latin 

America, Africa, Spain and Asia: lots of 

influences and rhythms go together to make it 

a great workout. You don‟t need to be an 

expert dancer to take part and enjoy yourself. 

What have you got to lose?  Kick start your 

healthy year by having fun and working off 

those mince pies and Christmas turkey! See 

you Monday 10th January at 7.30pm at Slip 

End Lower School Hall, £4 per class. 

Any questions, call me: Karen 07989 380040  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLIP END GARDENING CLUB 

Quiz Night 

Many thanks to the 75 people who attended 

the Quiz Night, which proved to be a great 

success.  There was a good mix of people, 

including two teams from Markyate and two 

teams of young people from the village, 

which made for a very friendly and enjoyable, 

if brain taxing evening.  One of the Markyate 

teams won the quiz and each member 

received a bottle of wine.  There were 

numerous raffle prizes with most teams 

winning at least one prize.  Last but not least, 

a special thank you to Steve & Rosemary 

Wickens for organising the excellent quiz. 

Meeting 22nd November 

Guest Speaker Chris Jenkins from Dunstable, 

a member of the Beds Beekeepers 

Association, gave a presentation on “Bees & 

Bee Keeping” and answered questions from 

members.  Many thanks Chris for very 

interesting and informative presentation.  The 

presentation was followed by a festive finger 

buffet & refreshments, enjoyed by all. 

Chris Jenkins appears to be being subject to an 

haranguing by one of the senior Garden Club members! 

SLIP END GARDENING CLUB 

Next Meeting Monday 24th January 

8pm in the Village Hall 

Annual General Meeting 
New Members welcome! 

Visitors £2 each 



PAUL COOPER REACHES 40! 

In 1970, John & Kath Cooper 

purchased 69 Front Street, their 

first house in Slip End. It was 

around this time that Paul, 

their first child, was born. In 

1974 Jayne, John & Kath‟s 

second child, was born. 

The family moved to 

48 Front Street 

before settling 

in Crawley 

Close in 1986. 

Paul attended Slip End School both at the old 

site (now Old School Walk) and the current 

Rossway building (opened in 1979) before 

progressing to Five Oaks. He completed his 

„O‟ levels and „A‟ levels at Manshead, where 

he was head boy and his degree in Sheffield, 

where he spent four years. 

Whilst growing up, Paul was involved with 

many activities in and around the parish. He 

was a Cub, a Scout and then a Scout leader 

taking part in the many Gang Shows that 

were organised by Dulcie Bailey during the 

1980‟s. He played the flute and was a mem-

ber of several bands as well as being heavily 

involved in amateur dramatics both at school 

and with local theatre groups, even making 

guest appearances in the Brownies‟ Pantos. 

Paul also assisted with local groups for the 

elderly and physically handicapped. He is still 

heavily involved in the community of the 

Parish and is currently Vice-Chair of Parish 

Council and Chairman of Community Pro-

jects Group. 

Paul had many jobs whilst growing up includ-

ing a paper round and his own lawn mowing 

and gardening business. In 1986 he started 

working at the newly opened Frog & Rhubarb 

filling the shelves and doing odd jobs. It was 

here that he fell in love with the pub trade. He 

worked for a pub company during his univer-

sity holidays carrying out his first full holiday 

relief at the age of 18. When he graduated 

from university, he worked for a couple of 

pub companies in their head offices before 

becoming a consultant to the pub trade. It was 

this that led him to buy the lease on the Frog 

& Rhubarb in 1999. At this time the pub was 

badly run and uncared for. Over the past 11 

years, Paul has led and funded the revitalisa-

tion of the pub to the thriving business it is 

today. He is by no means resting on his lau-

rels however; there is a constant stream of 

events and innovations at the pub to keep it at 

the forefront of licensed retailing. 

There have been many changes to the Parish 

over the past 40 years. In 1970 there were 

several shops in the village that have now 

disappeared including butchers, sweet shop, 

bakery, newsagent and post office. Where 

Airparks is now located there was car storage 

for Vauxhall. Woodside Animal Park was a 

small poultry and egg farm. The playing 

fields didn‟t exist and there were a lot fewer 

houses than there are today.  

After university, Paul moved back to Slip End 

living with his parents at first before buying 

67 Front St. The whole family still live in Slip 

End; Paul at 46 Front St, John and Kath are 

still in Crawley Close and Jayne (now Jayne 

Drew) lives with her husband, Paul, and two 

children Ethan & Spencer in Prebendal Drive. 

 
Congratulations 

& Best Wishes to Paul! 



ALEY GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 

Services & Diary dates 
Sunday 5th December  

11am Morning Service  - Richard Armiger 

11am Sunday School 

3.30pm Christingle Service at All Saints 

Monday 6th December  

7.30pm Fellowship Meeting led by Mike Bull 

Wednesday 8th December  

7.30pm Coffee Evening in aid of NOAH 

Sunday  12th December 

11am Morning Service - Tony Head 

11am Sunday School 

Tuesday 14th December 10am - noon 

„Cakes & Company‟ Coffee Morning 

Friday 17th / Saturday 18th / Sunday 19th 

5.30pm - 8pm /11am - 5.30pm /2 - 3.45pm 

12 Days of Christmas Charitree Festival 

Sunday 19th December 4pm  

Children‟s Nativity Play & Service 

Rev Phil Horner 

Tuesday 21st December 

7.30pm Candle Light Carol Service  

in aid of Action for Children 

Saturday 25th December - Christmas Day 

9.30am Christmas Morning Service  

Rev Phil Horner - Collection for NOAH 

Sunday 26th December - Boxing Day 

No service at Aley Green we will join 

Caddington Baptist Church at 10 

Sunday 2nd January 2011 

11am Covenant Service & Communion 

Rev Phil Horner 

Sunday 9th January 

11am Morning Service - John Enejo 

11am Sunday School 

Tuesday 11th January 10am - noon  

„Cakes & Company‟ Coffee Morning 

Sunday 16th January 

11am Morning Service – Colin Quine 

11am Sunday School 

Tuesday 18th January  

7.30pm Bible Study - Rev Bob Forrest 

Wednesday 19th January 7.30pm  

Coffee Evening in aid of Action for Children 

Sunday 23rd January 

11am Morning Service - Rev Bob Forrest 

11am Sunday School 

Monday 24th January 7.30pm  

Fellowship Meeting led by Mike Bull 

Friday 28th January 

11am Talk by Julia Beals about Macmillan Cancer 

Support followed by lunch 

Sunday 30th January  

11am Morning Service & Communion  

Rev Phil Horner 

11am Sunday School 

In October the Coffee Evening raised £90 for 

Keech Cottage Hospice and we sent 51 shoe 

boxes to Link Romania, full of goodies We 

also raised the £102 postage. The November 

Coffee Evening resulted in £100 for Leaders 

of Worship & Preachers Trust. 

Our Cakes & Company Coffee Mornings are 

well supported by Village folk who pop in for 

coffee and a chat: second Tuesdays monthly. 

The 12 Days of Christmas Charitree Festival 

weekend promises to be worth a visit. Tea, 

coffee and cake are available throughout and 

light lunches will be served from noon on 

Saturday. Every tree will have a collection 

box for donations for the charity represented 

should you wish to give.. Entry is free. 

We are most grateful to Paul at “The Frog & 

Rhubarb” Public House for his kind donation 

of cooking equipment for our new kitchen. 

The pans will be a great help to us when we 

have our fundraising lunches: Thank you 

Paul. 

Jesus is the reason for the Season! 

We look forward to welcoming you at one or 

more of our happenings, do join us. Love 

Peace & Joy be with you this Christmas and 

our best wishes for a Happy New Year from 

all your friends at Aley Green Methodist 

Church. 

Ann Meader 



30+ YEARS OF PN 

Parish News first hit the streets back in 1979,. 

Dennis Cooper, the then vicar had produced a 

church magazine for some years was keen to 

expand coverage to include secular items, with 

news from all organisations in the Parish. 

Production was getting on top of him, a feeling 

to be shared by subsequent editors over the 

ensuing years.  There had to be a better way … 

In those long gone, pre-e-Mail days, items came 

in hand written, many legible but some hardly 

so. Eve Collinson typed these onto Gestetner 

sheets, working against the odds with a 

succession of life expired typewriters. PN was 

produced regularly, if a bit late some (most) 

months.  Printing was done on clapped out 

Gestetner duplicators, which were clogged solid 

with congealed ink, making it difficult to 

produce a quality product. Legibility was 

achieved only spasmodically. I slaved with this, 

with the assistance of Peter Edwards, Rob 

Swetman and others. By now the duplicator was 

installed in a spare room at the vicarage, in 

Michael Withey‟s time here. I doubt if verbal 

desecration of the sort which passed our (mainly 

Peter‟s) lips had been uttered before or since in 

the otherwise respectable and proper vicarage. 

Our frustrations were given verbal outlets as we 

plastered printing ink everywhere but onto the 

printed page. There had to be a better way ….. 

A school in Barton was disposing of a proper 

offset litho printing machine and this was 

snapped up by Stephen Standering and his team 

in Caddington.  Proper printing plates, paper or 

metal, could be produced from typed copy by a 

weird chemical process and, given good printing 

expertise and functional equipment, fine results 

could no doubt be achieved. Sadly, both 

qualities were lacking. Even Graham Gathard, a 

fully apprenticed printer, was unable to 

overcome yet more caked printing ink on 

another clapped out and life expired machine!  

We, with our friends in Caddington, struggled 

with this for a while, to the chagrin of Austin 

Smith, who lost half the space in the vestry at 

All Saints to this fearsome, smelly machine! 

There had to be a better way …. 

David Coombes, who owned the Tanglewood 

Residential Home, was involved with 

production of „Markyate Monthly‟. He was a 

real dabbler and felt he wanted to have a go at 

litho printing. On the side he was running a souk

-like shopping centre in St Albans and installed 

a printing machine there (it may have been 

pushed his way by a despairing Austin Smith, I 

don‟t remember.) He hammered away at this for 

a while and to his credit started to produce 

reasonable results, before setting up a chap with 

all the printing gear. At this point, it was with 

some relief that I realised that printing was 

beyond me and better left to the „professionals‟. 

I could see that I needed to get to grips with Bill 

Gates and all the goodies he appeared to be 

offering at the onset of the golden age of the 

„PC‟. Sadly his efforts at the outset were 

technically parallel without struggles with dried 

ink and tired machinery. This was/is a struggle 

in which Bill only now is beginning to succeed 

as early „MS Word‟ offerings were quite 

shoddy. Out of step with the rest of the world I 

had gone the Lotus route rather than Bill‟s 

„Office‟ systems and regret that the rest of the 

world did not follow suit: it would be a better 

place in my opinion if it had done! There had to 

be a better way …. 

We stayed with David‟s printer (I do not recall 

his name) until he disappeared with no warning 

leaving us lurching (not the last time we 

suffered at the hands of the printing industry!)  

However, we soon recovered, mainly due to the 

introduction of computer based printing systems 

in the industry which produced reasonable 

quality products at very reasonable prices from 

a printer in Luton. We stayed with them through 

various ups and downs, but their accounting 

became increasingly spurious and within a few 

months they too scarpered, leaving in the lurch 

yet again! There had to be a better way, 

fortunately a man just round the corner was at 

hand ….. 

That was three or four years back; since then we 

have been happy with the service Tony and 

Helen Hansen provide, just around the corner in 

Caddington. That is a brief outline of how 

things have gone in my 30+ years at PN, a lot 

more could be said and many more names could 

be added, although I would fail to recall all 

those who stepped forward to help out. A 

number of treasurers have come and gone but to 



mention just a few: Liz Higgens could add up 

fairly well and keep accurate books and her 

stringent ways, although ruffling some editorial 

feathers, served the best interests of our 

concern. Sue Horton, retaining Liz‟s positive 

characteristics,  built on the financial situation, 

steering us to a steady financial position, carried 

through by Brain Church who does an excellent 

job these days, notwithstanding all the money 

laundering, proof of address requirements, 

inside leg measurement, mother‟s maiden name 

and all that go with today‟s banking hassles. 

Brian‟s patience and tact shines through all that 

rubbish in a way I could never emulate! 

Advertising has been an area where a balance is 

needed with editorial content; sometimes the 

editorial people feel that their space has been 

usurped by too much advertising. The 

advertising desk has held differing but healthy 

opinions at times. Without doubt, the income 

from this source has supported financial needs 

admirably and we trust that we do not go over 

the top with adverts. Our policy is to support 

local services and businesses giving our readers 

many good local contacts. Steve Lyons, now 

retired, looked after advertising until recently 

and his help and support has been invaluable to 

these efforts. We are encouraged by, and 

thankful to, Katrina Doubleday as she picks up 

the advertising portfolio from Steve. 

Almost last but by no means least, I have to 

mention the legions of distributors, without 

whose hard work , PN would have floundered: I 

thank them all, past and present. Lately, our 

distribution effort has been headed up by Alan 

Buttery, a more congenial and helpful bloke you 

could not meet! 

We were castigated and still get criticism for our 

dodgy grammer and speeling, so a team of proof 

readers was cajoled to help out. It is amazing 

how many mistakes go unnoticed all the way to 

print. Our team of „proofters‟ help to improve 

things considerably, although I can guarantee 

that no issue has been completed perfectly. We 

aim at 100% perfection, if we achieve 99.9%, 

that‟s fine!  

Editors and helpers  have come and gone but 

just to mention a few: Joan Austin held the quill 

firmly years ago, Christine Benson did her bit in 

her unique way, John Broomfield,  David 

Bolster with many more, too many to mention 

but not forgotten, moved us in directions that 

continue today. (As an aside, David Bolster had 

a vision years ago, not yet fully realised, that 

hard copy PN would quickly be replaced by a 

magic new thing called „the Internet‟; hence 

slipend.co.uk was born and adds value to our 

community today although thankfully, hard 

copies of PN delivered door to door monthly are 

our mainstay.)  

About ten years ago, editorial responsibility 

became shared jointly with Sue Briggs. She 

has given mammoth support to PN which 

served to spread the editorial workload, as we 

have, for some years, taken bi-monthly turns at 

composing PN. I cannot express adequate 

thanks to this lady for the hard work she has 

put into PN over the years, not to mention her 

benign patience when things go a bit wobbly! 

As the ink clogs in my quill, I look forward 

confidently, this being my last issue. Many 

readers, without whom PN would be a sham, 

have commented or offered constructive 

criticism in recent years; we appreciate 

feedback. PN is in good hands as we welcome 

Alison Wilson who has stepped forward to join 

Sue on the editorial „team‟ in 2011. I wish every 

success to PN for the future, knowing that it will 

move from strength to strength, serving the 

needs of our community just as Dennis Cooper 

envisaged all those years ago. 

David Kingston 

PS: PN has been produced in many parts of the world, as 

business has moved me: these include deepest Patagonia, 

stormy North and calmer South China Seas, coldest and 
balmiest North America, steamy Arabia, from the African 

bush to deepest Sahara  then nearer home, all over 

Europe, most often bella Italia.  Not untypically, this 
message is brought to you from Lucca. (Sounds nice? Not 

when it has been peeing down all week and work is a 

pain to be endured!). Further, at 200mph deep below the 
Italian Appenines, the outgoing editor was still busy, 

hacking away on the train to Milano on the way home! 



JOAN AUSTIN 

Although Joan moved away from Slip End 

quite a few years back, she is well 

remembered by many residents here. It is 

with sadness that we have to report that Joan 

died last month. 

Never known not to call a spade a spade, Joan 

imparted her views and opinions with, at 

times, little pandering to „political 

correctness‟! Although she became quite 

physically frail in her last years, she retained 

her strong personality to the end.  

Years ago she ran the butcher‟s shop in Front 

Street. This was a family business and Joan 

was proud to be the first qualified woman 

butcher in the county. I also have recent fond 

memories of when Viv Porter, Marian and I 

used to call on Joan for tea from time to time 

at her home in Dunstable. She would chat a 

lot with Viv about the ‟old days‟ in the 

Village. Sadly, the only stories I recall are  

possibly anecdotal, so not printable! 

Joan grew up in Luton attending Beechwood 

school in Leagrave and Norton Road school 

in Limbury. Although attracted from time to 

time, Joan never found the ‟right man‟ and 

remained a spinster. She served the 

community in many ways including as church 

warden, working as PN editor for a few years 

and, until fairly recently, as a Trustee of the 

Grace Cooke Trust. 

Lost for words now, so much could be written 

about Joan but let some pictures  provide us 

with some memories. 

Joan‟s Funeral will take place at St Andrew‟s 

on 10th December. 

David Kingston 

 
Joan (below) on the occasion of her 90th Birthday. Sharp 

eyed, she appears to be about to make a characteristic 

pronouncement about something which is on her mind! 
Opposite, she is seen in earlier days in her shop in Front 

Street and with Bernard Brayden, when she appeared on 

„What‟s my Line?‟ a TV quiz show, popular in the 50‟s. 
Over the page is an enlightening item from Luton News 

in 1969. 





FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

The Friendship Club will be having its Christmas 

lunch at the Five Bells in Henlow. There will be a 

full coach load of us, forty-nine members all off 

to lunch to the lunch. We are sure they they will 

have a wonderfully enjoyable outing.  

The Club would like to wish everyone a very 

Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year. We 

have no date available at the time of going to 

press for the restart in the New Year the hope is to 

meet up mid January.  

An Evening of 

Ballroom & Sequence 

Dancing 

at  

Slip End Village Hall 

Saturday 26th February 
Bring your own Refreshments 

Tea, Coffee & Biscuits 

will be available. 
£5 per person 

 

For more information 

Call Ken on 01582 417240 

or 07704 901646 



COMMUNITY PROJECTS GROUP 

The CPG meets monthly and residents are 

encouraged to join and support this group. It 

works separately from the Parish Council to 

promote matters of community interests; see 

Diary Page for dates and venues of monthly 

meetings. Funds are raised largely from 

events such as the Village Fun Day although 

other events also contribute funds such as the 

£130 donation from the Frog & Rhubarb  

raised on their recent Race Night. 

Christmas Presents 

The group has taken on the organisation, pur-

chasing and distribution of the Christmas 

Gift, this year a tin of quality biscuits, to 

those residents in the parish who are over 65 

and have lived in the parish for 5 years or 

more.  One tricky item for the group is keep-

ing the list of recipients up to date but they 

think they have it up to date for this year.  

However, if you do qualify for the Christmas 

gift or you know someone that does and it 

hasn‟t been  received by 20th December then 

contact Sarah on 07868 742 904.  At the re-

cent meeting volunteers stepped forward to 

help with distribution, which will start from 

1st December. 

Grant Applications 

These days there are many sources available 

to qualifying groups for funding. Trick is to 

locate these diverse pots of gold, to check for 

qualification, fill out reams of paperwork then 

submissions to the various fund sources fol-

lowed by patience while the applications are 

processed! At the end of the day, worthwhile 

sums may be forthcoming. The CPG contin-

ues to look out for funding opportunities 

which could assist local groups 

Parish Plan 

Many residents filled out the questionnaire in 

the summer and the CPG continues with the 

mammoth task of inputting the data. An out-

line of the results of the survey will be com-

pleted early in the New Year. 

Youth Club 

Unfortunately by the time you read this article 

our Youth Club will have closed.  Over the 

last few weeks the numbers of kids attending 

has fallen dramatically and whilst the Com-

munity Projects Group want to offer as many 

facilities to the parish, it just couldn't sustain 

the outgoings on the Youth Club each month 

when attendance was so low.  It wasn't a deci-

sion that we took lightly but one that was felt 

necessary as funds within the CPG can now 

be channelled to other groups within the com-

munity. 

The CPG would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Shirley and Molly for all their work 

at the Youth Club and to Janet Crawley for 

coming up with the concept for the Youth 

Club in the first place. 

Sarah Minnighan 

  



Bluebells Children’s Centre  

Timetable from January 2011 
 

All of the following sessions are free!  

They are held at Bluebells Children’s Centre, at Slip End Lower School,  

unless otherwise stated. 
 

Mondays Stay & Play  10:15am – 11:45am 
For all ages up to 5 and their parents/carers. Drop-in 

The Playstop Gym  1:30pm – 2:15pm  

For children aged 2-5 years old and their parents/carers. Drop-in 
 

Tuesdays Baby Massage, from February 9:30am-10:30am. Booking required* 

For babies who have had their 6-8 week health check and their par-

ents/carers 

Story and Rhyme Time 10:15am - 10:45am 

At Collings Wells Hall, Chaul End Road, Caddington. Drop–in 

For children who are walking - 5 years old and their parents/carers 

Mini Chefs 1:30pm – 2:15pm - 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of the month 

A 3 week bookable course for children aged 2-5 and their parents/

carers. Booking required* 

Baby Clinic 2:00pm – 3:00pm  –  1st Tuesday of the month. Drop-in  

Sue Harle (Health Visitor) will weigh your baby and offer advice 
 

Thursdays Creative Play 1:00pm - 2:30pm Drop-in 

For children who are mobile, 5 years plus and their parents/carers 
 

Fridays Dinky Dancers 9:30am – 10:30am. Drop-in 

At Collings Wells Hall, Chaul End Road, Caddington  

For children from 2 – 5 years and their parents/carers. 
 

*For further information and to book sessions,  

please ring 01582 881054  

or e-mail dominic.woods@actionforchildren.org.uk 

mailto:dominic.woods@actionforchildren.org.uk


‘PARISH COUNCIL’ NOTES 

Quotes are appropriate in the heading as 

this item was gleaned from the PC by PN‟s 

roving reporter.  

For Cllr Ken and the rest of the Parish 

Council  this time of the year is quite busy, 

while the rest of the Parish gets on with 

Christmas and all that festival entails. 

Why so busy? Well, the Parochial budget has 

to be formulated and passed in council in the 

coming few weeks for presentation at the 

January Parish Council for final approval. 

Therefore, there is not too much excitement 

at the moment, that may come in a month or 

two, as our councillors endeavour to produce 

a balanced and constructive Parish budget. 

In a press interview (an on the record chat 

with the PN roving reporter on neutral 

ground) a couple of items were aired, but 

with no overall conclusions at this stage. 

Ken said, “The two issues I wanted to 

comment on are speeding and our thoughts 

on how to negate some of the effects of 

Central Beds budget reductions. However, I 

have been scuppered on both for the time 

being The police have visited twice in the 

last couple of weeks on the „rent a cop‟ 

scheme. The results are mixed and some 

have been quoted in terms I don‟t 

understand: in other words I am waiting for 

them to clarify.” 

Quizzed by the PN reporter who suggested 

that in the light of this our PC was not 

getting value for our money, Ken was 

typically sanguine and in true „School of 

Excellence‟ style expressed a forceful „No 

comment, let‟s wait until we hear back from 

the Police” 

Further, Ken admitted that “I was going to 

use the withdrawal of the mobile library as 

an example of cost reductions, but it seems 

that may not be as bad as we had first 

thought. Really, both subjects are for another 

time.” Backing off, the PN reporter allowed 

Cllr Ken room to approach the bar as it was 

his round! 

On his return to the press interview, Ken had 

come up with some good news to impart to 

the media. “You must mention in the next 

PN that a new councillor has joined us; Keith 

Holme. That‟s Keith below. He moved into 

Pepperstock 17 years ago at the time of his 

first retirement, having completed 35 years 

working for one of the largest aluminium 

producers, then running his own import 

business for the aircraft industry and finally 

having two pubs in the West Country.  

An approach from Fantastic Fireworks 

resulted in him producing outdoor classical 

music concerts. He now works as a 

consultant to a sports development company. 

He was a Parish Councillor in a Berkshire 

village some years ago and is Secretary to 

BADRA, the Residents Association in 

Pepperstock. He has been married to Jan for 

20 years. 

Keith joined the Parish Council in November 

2010. 



ST ANDREWS CHURCH 

Sunday 5 December 10.30am - Christingle Service 

Sunday 5 December, 3pm - Carol Service for the Bereaved 

Sunday 12 December,10.30am - Morning praise for Advent  

Sunday 19 December10.30am - Nativity Service 

Sunday 19 December, 6pm - Carols by Candlelight  

Friday 24 December 11.15 pm - Midnight Communion. 

Saturday 25 December 10.30 am - Christmas Praise service 

Sunday 26 December - no service 

2 January 10:30 am Family Communion 

9 January 10:30 am Morning Praise 

16 January 10:30 am Holy Communion 

23 January 10:30 am Morning Praise 

30 January 10:30 am Morning Praise 

Little Stars: there is no Meeting on the 29th December, otherwise every Wednesday at 10.30 

Rocky (left) struggles with his lines in rehearsal but is encouraged by his boss,  

the Maitre d‟, who made sure that all was right on the night! 



Rocky’s Plaice! 

October Half Term saw the return of the 
annual St Andrew’s Holiday Club.  Our 
beautiful church building was transformed 
into ‘Rocky’s Plaice’, a fish and chip shop 
with a difference!  37 children, aged 
between 2 and 8, joined an army of adult 
and teenage volunteers for 2 days of fun, 
games, crafts, cookery, puppets and drama.   

Chef Rocky, and his Maître D, led us though 
4 sessions about how the first churches 
began after the death and resurrection of 
Christ.  One of Jesus’ disciples, Peter turned 
up to tell us stories about what happened to 
him and his friends.  The children learnt 
about Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, about 
Pentecost (when the disciples were filled 
with the Holy Spirit), and the stories of 
Dorcas, Simeon (the lame man who was 
healed at the temple gate), and Cornellius 
(the Roman Soldier who was one of the first 
Gentiles to become a Christian).   

As ever, both days were action packed and 
full of songs, games and quizzes.  There was 
a bit of a ‘Rock’ feel to this year’s theme 
song, loud and lively with plenty of air 
guitar!  We also enjoyed a fab fish and chip 
lunch on our second day, thanks to our 
local Rocky, Lily and her team at the Rising 
Sun, whose chips are to die for! 

This has been the 3rd St A’s Holiday Club in 
which I have been involved and each year it 
just gets better and better.  You can see 
from the photo’s just how much the 
children enjoyed it; and if you were lucky 
enough to have talked to any of them 
afterwards, you would have been surprised 
by how much they learnt without realising 
they were doing it!  I’m sure I speak for all 
involved when I say that we can’t wait to do 
it all again next year! 

Charlotte Kelly 

St A’s enters a new 

 Age of Enlightenment! 

Not another new spiritual of evangelical 

experience it just got a lot brighter in church! 

A radically new lighting system was recently 

installed. These days ‟mood lighting‟ is all 

the thing and St A‟s system is no exception, 

with flexibility to provide lighting ambiance 

to suit differing needs depending on what is 

going on in the building.  

That‟s the sales pitch, but there‟s more! The 

churchwardens were concerned that the old 

system was not maintainable: (How many 

Anglicans does it take to change a light bulb? 

Don‟t ask!) We were down to about 50% 

functionality in the nave, not so much 

„moody‟ but „gloomy‟ lighting, but all is now 

bright and beautiful. 

Taking shots at the Holiday Club, the PN 

photographer noticed that his camera‟s auto-

flash was not coming on, such is the 

brightness and evenness of light now. 

And lo …. 

 we can change light bulbs now! 



Items for the next issue to us by 15th January.  

NB: No PN in January as the ‘Team’ takes a well deserved rest! 

Want Parish News delivered monthly? Contact Alan Buttery at  1 Claydown Way (01582 724527), 

alanjan@buttery400.fsnet.co.uk. Anything interesting to report about village activities, photos, 

holidays, etc? Please contact us, letters and e-mails are encouraged. 

Views expressed by our contributors are not the Editor‟s own.  Articles should be sent by the 15th 

of the preceding month to Sue Briggs, 4 The Oaks, Slip End or e-Mail parishnews@slipend.co.uk 

Parish News is grateful to our advertisers for their contributions. Please support them.   
 

Printed in Caddington by LaserType 01582 482596   e-Mail sales@lasertype.co.uk   www.lasertype.co.uk 

Wheelie Bins: Put out Black Bins & glass on Fridays highlighted. On other Fri-
days, put out Green and Orange Bins, not Black Bins. NB: Arrangements during 
the Christmas and New Year period were not known when going to press. Try the 
Central Beds website. 
Mobile Library: The Library  will visit the Parish on Thursdays 2nd & 16th in 
December. Woodside (Mobile Homes) 14:25 - 14:40, Pepperstock (Brickhill) 
14:45 - 15:10, Crawley Close 15:15 - 15:40, Slip End Lower School 15:45 - 16:10. 
In additional the Library will call at the Village Hall on Saturday December 11th 
14:20 - 14:40. 

DIARY - If you would like your events included, please contact the Editor 

December 
2nd Toddlers & Play Groups: ‘Ladies Pamper Evening’ at Caddington Club 

4th Meet Central Beds Councillors: Heathfield School Caddington, 10am to noon 

6th Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall  7.30pm 

7th 
Toddlers & Play Group: ‘Blue Bag Collection’  
and Christmas Fayre in the Village Hall 

12th Carol Service at Farley Hill Methodist Church 3pm 

13th Father Christmas will drop in at the Play Group 

14th Father Christmas will drop in at the Toddlers Group 

14th Community Projects Group - 7.30, at the Plough, Woodside 

15th Toddlers & Play Groups: Christmas Night Out for Mums & Carers 

17th-19th ‘Charitree’ Festival, Caddington 

21st Women’s Institute: Christmas Fun Evening 

19th Nativity 10:30am Carols by Candlelight 6pm at St. Andrews 

21st Women’s Institute: Christmas Celebration & Fun Evening 

31st New Year’s Eve 70’s & 80’s Disco at the Frog & Rhubarb 

31st New Year’s Eve ‘Elegance & Sophistication’ at the Rising Sun 

January 

11th Community Projects Group meet at Frog & Rhubarb 7.30. All welcome! 

18th Women’s Institute: Jane Perry ‘The Red Cross Tracing Service’ 

22nd Burns Night at the Rising Sun 

24th Gardening Club: first Annual General Meeting 

February 

5th  Meet Central Beds Councillors: Heathfield School Caddington, 10am to noon 

8th Community Projects Group meet at The Ruchi 7.30. All welcome! 

15th Women’s Institute: Mark Harris, ‘Life in the Met’ 

At PN,  

we wish all our r
eaders a 

Happy Christ
mas  

& a Prospero
us  

New Year! 


