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           St Andrew‘s Nativity group managed to turn out despite the heavy snow  

to perform their story as told by the Innkeeper.  Well done to all. 

          Slip End Stompers enjoyed their last class before Christmas and a great  

            time was had by all, including the latest recruit on the right, little Bailey 



Gayle & Ben Storey are  

very pleased to announce  

the birth of Primrose  

Betsy Alice on November  

4th , a welcome little sister  

 
Liz and Paddy Higgens 

celebrated 25 years  

marriage at the Rising  

Sun  on December 23rd.  

Many friends and family 

enjoyed  „afternoon tea‟  

with them despite the  

snow and a very enjoyable 

afternoon was had by all.  

Congratulations Liz &  

Paddy from Parish News. 

David Kingston, is pictured with  

his Long Service Award from the  

Parish News Committee. He also  

enjoyed a meal with them at the  

Rising Sun and was presented with  

a large frost free terracotta pot for  

his newly laid back garden.  

David has been involved with the  

Parish News for well over thirty  

years now, but has promised he  

will be on hand to help with any 

problems and also to contribute  

with articles from time to time.  

 

Happy retirement David and  

enjoy your well earned rest. 

  Happy  
 

25 

 years 



HALLS 

Village Hall: 723109 

Peter Edwards Hall: 767916 

COMMUNITY 

Brownies: 723109 

Beavers: 0795 6833488 

Cubs: 414157 

Fly Tipping (CBC): 0300 300 8000 

Friendship Club: 452978 

Slip End Assoc: 414796 

Mother‟s Union: 738435 

Playgroup: 728865 

Toddler Group 405931 

Allotments: 736892 

FoSELS (PTA):  

Tracey Burgess 07767731187 

Women‟s Institute: 421034 

Police: 473462 

Aircraft noise: 395382 

Water leaks: 0845 7823333 

SPORT 

Bowling Club: 412506 

Tennis: 733253 

Darts League: 425323 

Football: 418494 

Cricket: 414157 

CHURCHES 

St Andrew’s Church 
Clerical Vacancy 

Wardens: Tony Willson 482681 

Susan Wiltshire 727477 

Aley Green Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev Philip Horner 

Senior Steward: Ann Meader 733668 

SHOPS & SERVICES 
At the Crossroads, telephone 401069 

Monday to Friday 6.30 to 21.00 Saturday 7.00 to 21.00 - Sunday 7.30 to 21.00  

Garage: Slip End Garage, Markyate Road, telephone 456888 

The Parish @ Large 

Website: slipend.co.uk 

SCHOOLS 
Slip End Lower: 720152 

Caddington Village School: 726058 

Streetfield: 613421 

Ashton: 663511 

Manshead: 679400 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Stephen Fuell: 417792 

stevefuell@f2s.com 

Philip Penman: 455185 

PhilipPenman@aol.com 

Ken Crossett 414168 

kencrossett@slipend.co.uk  

Janet Crawley: 07752 902070 

crawley_janet@yahoo.co.uk 

Sarah Minnighan 

s.minnighan@btinternet.com 

Paul Cooper 

paul-cooper@indigo-tiger.com 

KeithHolme: 07969 154783  

holme@keithjan.fsnet.co.uk 
 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Peter Segal: 526594 

 (9am to noon weekdays) 

clerk@slipend.co.uk 
 

CENTRAL BEDS COUNCIL: 0300 300 8000 

CENTRAL BEDS COUNCILLORS 
Richard Stay: 0300 300 4230 

Richard.Stay@centralbeds.gov.uk 

Ruth Gammons 01582 738398 

ruth.gammons@centralbeds.gov.uk 
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Gavin Shuker 

020 7219 500 or 07505 738666 



JOY & GEOFF DANIEL  
MEMORIES OF SLIP END 

As we move 

into 

retirement 

and look 

forward to 

the next 

phase of 

Ministry we 

bring with us 

happy 

memories of 

the eight 

years spent 

in Slip End. 

It was sad to 

leave but we 

have done so 

confident 

that St 

Andrew‘s 

and the village can also look forward to a 

new phase when the next Priest in Charge is 

appointed. 

We have loved being part of village life 

where we have felt accepted and welcome. 

Geoff also enjoyed being part of the Parish 

Council. It was a thrill to be part of a lively 

Church like St Andrew‘s with such a heart to 

love and serve the village and its people. 

I have loved getting to know as many people 

as possible and being alongside at the 

important times in your lives, not to mention 

the real joy of seeing so many people find a 

living faith which informs their lives; 

apologies to those I did not get to know. 

Thank you for your good wishes, gifts and 

the lovely send off you gave us. We will 

miss you all, but trust you will make the new 

Priest as welcome as you made us. 

We commend you all to our Lord Jesus 

Christ who loves and cares for us all now to 

Him who is able to keep you from falling and 

to present you before his glorious presence 

without fault and with great joy. To the only 

God our saviour be glory, majesty, power 

and authority. Through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, before all ages, now and for evermore. 

Amen. 

                                      Joy and Geoff Daniel 

     (with apologies from Mr Kingston for 

            omitting the article in December) 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Our Christmas Group Meeting was well 

attended and each WI enjoyed the poems, 

acting and joviality of the 

evening.  Caddington's  meeting in 

December was a Fun Night - fun night you 

might wonder!  We played games, sang 

Carols and Christmas songs, and had a 

Quiz.   

Do come along to our 

meetings and have an 

enjoyable evening with 

us - a nice cup of tea 

and cakes too! 

Life in the Met is 

Mark Harris'  talk on 

February 15th. 

Don't forget to book a Table for our Table 

Top Sale on March 26th.  Book through 

Sheila Coleman on 01582 728100 Cost £5.00 

a Table.  Refreshments will also be served. 

We all at Caddington Women's Institute wish 

everyone a very Happy 2011. Look forward 

to seeing you at one of our Meetings. 

Linda Bartlett 

To keep track of  latest local 
issues,  events, etc., visit …..  

www.slipend.co.uk 
Our website contains lots of information 
covering all activities and groups in the 
Parish. Web mistress Sarah Minnighan & 
Webmaster Peter King have been 
working hard to update information 
and improve presentation. 



The Plough 
Upper Woodside 
01582 720923 

Traditional Food 

 

Family Pub, Dining Room & Garden 
Lunches & Evening Meals 

Bookings advisable.  
Our restaurant is generally closed on  

Sunday & Monday evenings, unless bookings are made. 
 

Bar Snacks & Afternoon Teas 
 

Surf ‘n’ Turf Evenings 
Every Tuesday & Thursday 5pm - 9 pm  
 Choices of fish & 3 choices of steak.  

The Earlier you order the cheaper it is!! 
 

Curry Night 
Every Wednesday evening 5 - 9pm 

6 choices of curries including vegetarian option  
for £5. The earlier you order the cheaper  it is!! Plus rice, 

nan bread, onion bhaji, samosa. 
 

Car parking, disabled facilities 
baby changing for males & females. 
We take bookings for large parties  

so food is prepared just for you. 

Traditional  Sunday Roasts 
with fresh seasonal vegetables  

including vegetarian roast  
& children’s roast. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Now taking bookings for St Valentines 

& Mothers Day 
 

Join our discount club! 
Get 25% off the Bar & Restaurant 
Menu on joining, 15% thereafter. 

For other events and special occasions 

website www.theploughwoodside.co.uk 

Happy Hour Menu  

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 

5-7pm £2.50 Main Course  

http://www.theploughwoodside.co.uk


DAVID KINGSTON  

We had a very enjoyable evening with 

David, as  mentioned on the inside back 

cover of Parish News. It is not often we get 

together informally, all being very busy 

people but the  last Parish News committee 

thought it might be nice to have a meal with 

David and our partners and give him a small 

recognition for all the hard work he has done 

for the Parish News. As mentioned in his 

write up in December, the magazine has 

certainly changed from the early days and 

hopefully the recipients' of the  Parish News 

nowadays are grateful for a lot more photo 

content, advertising and cover colour pages.  

Where else would you be able to find a 

magazine delivered to your door full of 

village news, offering advice and presenting 

events that have happened or are happening 

and all for a very economical price. Plus of 

course, many local advertisers to save you 

trying to find a local tradesman when you 

really need one.  

We hope that David enjoyed his evening . 

We presented him with his new garden pot, 

his Long Service Award and a special poem, 

about proof reading which you can read later 

(a real sore point with David at times). 

We hope you have a long and healthy 

retirement David and plenty of time for 

doing what you want to do.  Good luck from 

the Parish News committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         



SLIP END PLAYGROUP 

At the end of the Autumn term ten of our 

children left to move on to school. We wish 

them all a very happy time in their new 

schools. With all the children moving on the 

number of children at Playgroup this term is 

quite low, which is not good for us 

economically, but is great for the children as 

they can have much more individual 

attention and one to one with the staff. 

The fenced outside area of the Village hall is 

being well used as we go outside almost 

every day. The flower bed kindly built for us 

by Andy Prothero and Steve Fuell is now 

starting to be planted. We have filled one 

half with soil and planted pansies and bulbs.  

We plan to plant some vegetables, too, in the 

Spring so we can harvest and eat them. 

Father Christmas did ask us to grow some 

carrots for his reindeer when he next visits - 

but I can‘t promise there will be any left by 

then! 

This term‘s main fundraising event for 

Playgroup and Toddlers is to be a Video 

Race Night which is to be held in the Social 

Club on Friday 4th March from 7.30pm.  

Tickets will be £5 including one free bet & a 

meal and  will be available from Playgroup  

on weekday mornings in the Village Hall 

(not Wednesdays) or the Social Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLIP END VILLAGE HALL ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

 
This will be held before our regular monthly 

meeting on March 14th at 8.00pm. The 

Village Hall Management Committee 

welcomes new members and so if you want 

to support us in keeping this valuable local 

amenity on the rails, come along to the 

AGM. 

Steve Fuell. 

 

LAUGHTER 

A ship was travelling along when the sky 

turned dark and the winds started blowing. 

The crew fought to keep the boat afloat but 

as the storm raged the captain realised his 

ship was sinking fast. 

He called out, ―Does 

anyone here know how 

to pray?‖ One man 

stepped forward and 

said, ―Aye Captain, I 

know how to pray.‖  

―Good,‖ said the Captain, ―you pray while 

the rest of us put on our life jackets – we are 

one short.‖ 



is holding another exciting 

Cafe Church 
On Sunday 13th February at 10:30 a.m. 

Commencing with cooked breakfast 

and involving a mixture of fun, games, and reflection. 

For St Valentine‘s Day we will be taking LOVE as our theme. 

 

PLEASE JOIN US.         ALL WELCOME. 



 

TONY HUSSEY 

PLASTERING 

SERVICES 

Mob: 07730 744174 
E-Mail: TONYHUSSEY@AOL.COM  

Need a reliable 

Window & Carpet 

Cleaner? 
 We operate in the  

Slip End area,  

so if you want us to quote for 

your windows, give us a call. 
 

01462 629302 

07970 406 926 

J&P SCAFFOLDING 

Phil Johnson 
Mobile: 07720 846963 Tel/Fax: 01582 429106 

  

 

JASON NEWARK 
HEATING & PLUMBING 

Bathrooms & Tiling - Power Flushing 
Free estimates - No job too small 

 

Mobile: 07855 211412 
Evenings:  01582 601194 

Chiropodist 

State Registered 

Home visits 

 Evening & weekend appointments 

Keith Appleby BSc (Hons), MChS, SRCh 

Telephone: 01582 873136 

 

  

Professional Dog Grooming 
 

All sizes and breeds welcome 
Hand stripping, nail clipping 

scissoring & clipping 
 

Contact 
Paul Wager (Caddington) 07875 409933  

 

City and Guilds Level 2 & 3 Qualified 
www.smarthoundz.com  

paulmwager@hotmail.com 

Home 
Renovations 

 

 Kitchens designed & fitted 

 Doors hung internal & external 

 Bedrooms & bathrooms 
 

All forms of property maintenance 
 

CALL Martin Tommey 
01582 517105   or   07968 756180 

R L S AUTO SERVICES 
GENERAL REPAIRS, SERVICING,  
MOT & FAILURES, DIAGNOSTICS 

GEARBOXES & CLUTCHES,  

RUSSELL (DAVE) STANBROOK 
 

 
 
 

80 MANOR ROAD                       07976 584949 
CADDINGTON 
LU1 4HQ         rlsautorepairs@hotmail.co.uk 

E-Mail: srcs.construction@yahoo.co.uk 

Contact Sheldon Stanbrook 

9 Prebendal Drive 

Slip End   LU1 4JN 

Tel: 01582 419 216 

Mob: 07786 230 297 

CONSTRUCTION LTD 

     Pastel 
     Painting   
     Portrait 

 

Dogs a Speciality  -  Reasonable Rates 
Contact:  Bea Malsbury (Slip End) 

Tel: 01582 488489 

Artist 



 
Reptile Corner 

& General Pets Store 

(Under new ownership) 

Food & Accessories for all Animals 

Dogs, Cats, Hamsters, Birds, Rabbits,  

Guinea Pigs, Horses, Snakes, Lizards,  

Fish & Chickens! 

Prebendal Farm - Grove Road - Slip End 

01582 725381 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

All electrical works carried out include: 
24hr call-out, rewires, testing, extra sockets 

Contact Paul 
175 Woodside Road 

Tel: 01582 450800 

Utility Engineering Services 

We are a local, professional reliable service provider. 

All services are insured and guaranteed.      

Call 0845 116 2116 for a free quotation. 
Unit 7 Manor Road Garage, Manor Road, Caddington, Luton LU1 4ED 

For your entire household 

needs & services 
 

including Cleaning, Washing,  

Ironing & Decorating. 

SLIP END 

VILLAGE HALL 
Your Village Hall 

 

for Dances, Receptions & Parties 

Facilities for the disabled 

For bookings contact 

Gill Plummer   723109 

9 Markyate Road, Slip End 

PILATES 
‘Intelligent Exercise’ 

A method of exercise 

and physical movement 

designed to stretch body. 
 

Group sessions at  

Slip End School 
 

For information  

call Andrea on  

01582 458886 

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR 
GROWING BUSINESSES

01582 608601 

Alban House 
99 High Street South 
Dunstable   LU6 3SF 

 

www.stotengillam.co.uk 
enquiries@stotengillam.co.uk 

ACCOUNTS 
TAXATION

AUDITS 
FINANCIAL

ADVICE 
PAYROLL

COMPUTER SERVICES

PEST CONTROL 
SERVICE 

KENSWORTH 
 

All aspects of pest control 
insects, vermin, rodents, etc. 

 

For fast response call 
Alan McClelland on 01582 872158  

or Mobile 07774948415 
 

Smaller, unmarked vehicles 7 days a week 



GARDEN ASSOCIATION 

February - Jobs to do in the garden 

Split & divide perennials Dig up, divide and 

re-plant perennial plants that have been 

undisturbed for a few years .This will 

encourage healthy growth and encourage 

them to produce more and better blooms 

Get planting 

It may be getting cold in the air, but the soil is 

still retaining some warmth so, it's a good 

time to plant that hedge you have always 

wanted or shrubs and trees. Get rid of your 

old roses and replace with new. The warmth 

in the soil means good strong root growth , so 

get them in now. You can plant out camellias, 

azaleas, conifers, shrubs and roses. Plants and 

trees on display outside at garden centres are 

usually ones you can plant now, but always 

check with a member of staff. 

Propagation preparation 

By now you will be itching to get sowing 

seeds, and getting stuck into the greenhouse 

and the garden.  Well, patience is a virtue!  It 

won‘t be long before you are starting off your 

sweet peas, and broad beans, but for now, 

preparation is the key! 

Scarify — spike the lawn  

Unless your lawn is very new, scarify and 

spike now. Clear any leaves off, as in damp 

weather, they can harbour fungus underneath, 

and you end up with a yellow lawn.  

Move potted shrubs into greenhouse 

Shrubs in containers can suffer from root 

death and dehydration in freezing weather. 

Move them into an unheated greenhouse 

Take cuttings 

Propagate shrubs & perennials by taking 

hardwood or root cuttings 

Just what can you do to get ready for your 

spring gardening chores? 

The first thing is to start ordering from 

catalogues. There are a number of things you 

can get in advance like seeds so that when the 

Spring hits you'll already have a number of 

things that you need and won't have to go 

around hunting them down in the busy stores 

that are now bustling with people starting 

their Spring gardening. 

The next thing you can do is rework your 

garden design. Tired of the way things are 

laid out? This is a good opportunity to decide 

just where you're going to plant your roses 

this year. You might want to put up some 

small fences around them. Plan now, so that 

when Spring comes you're doing more 

working and less thinking.  

Go over last year's journal and start a new one 

for this year making note of anything of 

importance that you will most likely have to 

do this year and even some things that you 

might want to add to your routine. 

Check your stored bulbs and vegetables. 

Make sure that nothing has gone bad and that 

it's all usable. If not, replace what you can. 

That Christmas tree that you were going to 

chuck in the trash? Why not recycle it as 

garden mulch or bird feeder. Certainly you 

can find better uses for it than the rubbish. 

Whatever birds are still 

around, feed them and 

give them some unfrozen 

water. You want to make 

sure they come back 

when Spring time begins. 

Of course, you'll also 

want to sharpen all your tools. There's 

nothing more frustrating than trying to dig up 

the soil with dull tools. Sharpening them now 

saves you from having to sharpen them when 

you could be doing more important things. 

.If you're in an especially cold climate, this is 

the time to start cool season seeds like 

cauliflower, leeks and geranium seeds. 

Also, check your outdoor plants for animal 

damage and your indoor plants for any pests. 

Doing all these things in advance will make 

your Spring planting season go a lot 

smoother. 



PARISH COUNCIL 

At the last meeting, Council agreed to 

continue with its financial plans set last year 

for a 2% increase in this year‘s Council Tax 

while at the same time drawing down on the 

reserves held until they reach £15,000. In real 

terms this means that the Council‘s income 

during the coming financial year will be 

£39,156 and that the annual Council Tax for a 

Band D property will increase by £1.00 to 

£52. You will remember the reserve does not 

include the £25,000 which has been ring 

fenced for expenditure recommendations to 

be put forward by residents in the Parish Plan. 

The Plan is expected to be completed in the 

next few months. 

In setting the budget, an amount has been set 

aside for continuing with the pilot scheme 

whereby the Parish pays for a police officer to 

visit the parish and carry out speeding 

enforcement with a radar gun. Caddington 

Parish Council has also agreed to continue 

with us in this venture. You will recall this 

activity is in addition to the normal 

enforcement activity the police carry out and 

is at times and locations which the Council 

specify. This means the Police will be in 

attendance at locations throughout the Parish 

in addition to the ones where their presence is 

fairly well known.  

For example, in November two visits were 

made, one late on a Wednesday afternoon 

going into the evening and similarly on a 

Sunday. Locations in Markyate Road, Church 

Road, Front Street, and Woodside were 

chosen. Drivers were caught at each location 

visited over the two visits. The highest speed 

was in Lower Woodside in the proximity of 

the Mancroft Road junction where a speed of 

51mph was recorded. Some statistics from the 

Police have been received. For the first eleven 

months of last year, a total of one hundred 

and thirty six drivers were reported for 

speeding in the Parish and nine cautioned. 

Tony Hansen, the Chairman of Caddington 

Parish Council called me early last month to 

let me know Caddington Council was 

thinking of buying a gritter for use on the 

untreated roads in its Parish. Tony asked if we 

would be interested in joining them in this 

venture and explained the costs. At the 

moment the biggest problem with this project 

is finding and paying for liability insurance. I 

will let you know how this progresses.  

Meantime, I would like to highlight the 

resident(s) in Summer Street who used grit 

from the salt bin to clear the road, well done 

and thank you. Similarly in Pepperstock, the 

grit was used for a stretch of footpath and 

around the bus shelter. This contrasts with a 

general concern Town and Parish Councils 

have for the misuse of grit. The material is 

expensive and it has not been unknown for 

residents to pursue the replenishment of a bin 

close to their home and then when a check is 

carried out, it has been discovered the grit has 

been used on their property rather than on the 

road or footpath. 

Last month I attended the Town and Parish 

Council conference at Central Beds. We 

heard a presentation from Richard Stay in 

which he talked about the scale of the budget 

reduction and the intention of Central Beds to 

focus the funds available supporting front line 

services protecting the vulnerable. The rest of 

the conference was given over to discussing 

what the effects are likely to be on the Towns 

and Parishes and what they can do to help 

mitigate the effects in their locality. I was 

given an opportunity to speak and tell of what 

we are doing here.  

I came away with the impression that,overall 

Councillors from up and down the District 

were fairly positive, some did speak of 

resistance they had come across from their 

residents who felt they paid enough to Central 

Beds and didn‘t want to see any reduction in 

services and certainly didn‘t want to 

volunteer themselves. Others spoke of how 

busy their residents were, looking after their 

families and work commitments. Ideas were 

looked at as to how, in some parishes, people 

were happy to carry out a very small part of a  



job which, when put together with the work 

of others, meant that cumulatively the job was 

done. 

I also came away thinking that Central Beds 

will need to work differently moving away 

from being the provider of some services to 

facilitating and enabling the Towns & 

Parishes to carry out the service. This means 

allowing access to their expertise and 

providing materials. It will be interesting to 

see how things pan out. 

I would like to close by wishing everyone in 

the parish, a happy and healthy New Year. 

Ken Crossett 

Chairman  

  

CENSUS 2011 

The next Census will take 

place on 27th March 

2011. Every household in 

England and Wales needs to 

complete a questionnaire so 

that statistics about the 

population can be produced.  Government 

money for health, police , councils and other 

public service providers is allocated 

according to the population of an area, so it is 

vital that everyone is counted.  Make sure 

your area gets its fair share of Government 

money. Questionnaires will be delivered from 

7th March so look out for the purple logo, and 

complete and return the form as soon as you 

can. 

Who needs to be included on the form? 

Everyone who lives at your address. This 

includes family, newborn babies, lodgers, and 

students who live somewhere else during 

term time.  People who are staying in the 

country for 3 months or more must be 

included. The number of visitors staying 

overnight on 27th March can also be included. 

Why should I take part? 

All citizens have a duty to complete the 

census questionnaire.  Businesses and local 

services need to know how many people live 

in their area, and other important information 

about your gender, age, ethnicity and about 

your housing.  This ensures that the right 

services are available in the right place. It is 

also a legal requirement, and refusal to 

complete the questionnaire may result in 

prosecution and a fine. 

How do I complete my questionnaire? 

You can choose whether to complete the 

questionnaire on-line or by hand.  Every 

questionnaire has a unique code to enable 

completion at www.census.gov.uk. The 

questionnaire pack contains a prepaid return 

envelope if you prefer to post it back.   

The questionnaire has enough room for six 

people.  It takes only 10 minutes for each 

adult, and much less for each child.  If you 

have more than 6 people in your household, 

request additional individual questionnaires 

from the website or  telephone 0300 0201 

101. 

I don't have a computer, but I want to 

complete on-line 

No problem.  You can use the computers at 

public libraries, or you can visit one of the 

completion events that are taking place at 

various locations in your area.  Check with 

your local council where and when these are 

happening.  Some events are shown overleaf. 

There is lots of help available. From 4th 

March you can telephone 0300 0201 101 to 

request guidance in over 50 languages and in 

accessible formats such as large print, Braille 

and British Sign language.  You can also 

request a personal visit from a Census 

Collector who will come to your home.  The 

number for text relay for hard of hearing is 
18001 0300 0201 160.  Many community 

groups are holding events to help local people 

complete their questionnaires. Check the 

location, dates and times with your local 

council.  The Census website contains  lots of 

information about the Census at 

www.census.gov.uk 

http://www.census.gov.uk/
http://www.census.gov.uk/


What happens if I don't return my 

questionnaire? 

From 6th April Census Collectors will visit 

households that have not returned their 

questionnaire.  They will carry identification 

and will offer help and assistance, or answer 

your questions about the census 

questionnaire.  To avoid a Census Collector 

knocking on your door, just return your 

questionnaire promptly after 27th March. 

People who refuse to complete a census 

questionnaire will be investigated, and this 

may lead to prosecution and a fine. 

Useful information 

Information about the census, and census 

events in your area can be found on the 

Bedford Borough and the Central 

Bedfordshire websites: www.bedford.gov.uk 

or www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

You can also contact the Census Area 

Manager, Jan Esson on 07801 331386 or 

email G106@census.gov.uk 

Census questionnaire completion events 

If you need help, want to ask questions, or 

want to complete your census questionnaire 

on-line, please come along to one of the 

completion events.  Check the local council 

website for the latest information.  These are 

the events arranged so far: 

Monday 28th March at Kempston Library 

11am to 4pm 

Wednesday 30th March at Bedford Learning 

Centre, 88 High Street, Bedford 10am to 2pm 

Saturday 2nd April at Bedford Learning 

Centre 9am to 1pm 

Monday 4th April at Sandy Library 10am to 

3pm 

Wednesday 6th April at Bedford Learning 

Centre 10am to 2pm 

Saturday 9th April at Bedford Learning Centre 

9am to 1pm 

Monday 11th April at Putnoe Library 2pm to 

5pm 

Wednesday 20th April at Putnoe Library 2pm 

to 5pm 

REMEMBER TO BRING ALONG YOUR 

CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Alan, Sue and volunteer drivers 

Once again it was a very successful year for 

the Christmas shoeboxes. With the help of the 

volunteer drivers (above) and their helpers we 

were able to collect over 7.600 boxes that had 

been produced in the Luton and Hemel areas. 

The drivers then took the boxes either to the 

Borehamwood warehouse for their onward 

journey to Mozambique or to the warehouse 

at Cambridge for their long trip to 

Kyrgyzstan. It was a very successful 

campaign and despite the cuts everywhere the 

boxes increased by 4%, a brilliant effort and a 

special thank you to anyone who made up a 

box for the children.  

Over one million boxes were collected 

countrywide and have all now been sent on to 

Belarus, Romania, Bosnia, Serbia, Ukraine 

and Kosovo as well as Mozambique and 

Kyrgyzstan. 

St Andrew‘s Church and the village did 

extremely well collecting over 120 boxes. 

Alan Buttery and Sue Briggs 

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:G106@census.ov.uk


 

   
SLIP END 
SOCIAL 
CLUB 

New Street, Slip End 

 415804 

Live Sky Sports on the Big Screen - Pool -  Darts - Crib - Dominoes 

Bingo Wednesdays;   Saturday Night Entertainment every fortnight 

Golf Society 
 

Opening times: 

Weekdays: 4.00 to 11pm 

Saturdays: 12 noon to 12 midnight 

Sundays: 12 noon to 11pm 
 

Usual Club prices! 

New members  & their families welcome! 

Be social  

make it   

your local! 

The 

Frame Smith 
 

Beautiful Bespoke Picture Framing  
 

 Water Colours 

 Oils 

 Tapestries & Cross Stitch 
stretched & framed 

 Canvas stretching 

 Prints & Photos 

 Contract Work  
Free local service in your own home with free 

collection & delivery or visit me by 

appointment at my workshop in Slip End. 

Free Estimates & Advice. 
Call Anthony Smith, 
The Frame Smith 

Daytime: 07976 830906 
After 6pm: 01582 424516 

. 



 
St Andrew’s Events and Activities 

February 
 Wednesday  2nd    10:30 am Little Stars 

 Sunday 6th    10:30 a.m. Informal Communion 

 Wednesday 9th    10.30 a.m. Little Stars 

 Sunday 13th    10:30 a.m. Café Church  

 Wednesday 16th    10:30 a.m. Little Stars 

 Sunday 20th    10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 Wednesday 23rd      10:30 a.m. Little Stars 

 Sunday 27th    10:30 a.m. Morning Praise & AGM after service 

   Some delightful pictures of some of the children at the Christingle Service in December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

              

             

             A picturesque photo taken outside  

                      the church in the snow    

               HOT PRESS 
 

Bishop Alan has approved the 

appointment of the Reverend 

Cathy Pullinger as the part time 

Priest-in-Charge of St Andrews. 

Because Cathy does not currently 

have to resign a post, she can 

therefore start a lot earlier than is 

normal for appointments.  
 

Her last Sunday at St Hugh‘s, 

Lewsey, will be 20th February. She 

will be inducted at St Andrews on 

Monday 7th March and take up the 

post straight away. 

 



Do join us over the next month for services 

and fellowships. It‘s good to get together for a 

cuppa & a chat. A warm welcome awaits! 

 

God Bless you, from all at Aley Green 

 

    

                 Ann Meader 

 

LAUGHTER 

 

A vicar was crossing a road one day when a 

frog called out to him and said. ―If you kiss 

me, I‘ll turn into a beautiful princess.‖ He 

bent over, picked up the frog and put it in his 

pocket.  The frog spoke up again and said, ―If 

you kiss me and turn me back into a beautiful 

princess, I will stay with you for one week.‖ 

The vicar took the frog out of his pocket, 

smiled at it and returned it to his pocket. The 

frog then cried out, ―If you kiss me and turn 

me back into a beautiful princess, I‘ll stay 

with you and give you anything you want.‖  

Again the vicar took the frog out, smiled at it 

and put it back in his pocket. Finally, the frog 

asked, ―What is the matter? I‘ve told you I‘m 

a beautiful princess that I‘ll stay with you for 

a week and give you anything you want. Why 

won‘t you kiss me?‖ The vicar said, ―Look, 

I‘m a vicar. I already have a wife, but a 

talking frog, now that‘s cool!‖ 

 

Easy Does It 

A few months after I had bought a new car, I 

noticed that I had to put more and more 

pressure on the accelerator to get up to speed. 

I carefully explained the problem to the 

garage manager when I took the car in for its 

first service.  

Picking the car up later that day, I asked if 

they had found the source of the trouble. ―We 

certainly did,‖ he said, grinning as he handed 

me my copy of the work order. On it, the 

mechanic had noted, ―Uncurled floor mat 

from under accelerator pedal.‖ 

 

ALEY GREEN METHODIST CHURCH 

Services and Diary dates for February 

 

 Thursday 3rd 

7.30pm      Chinese New Year Meal in aid of   

                          Action for Children 

Sunday 6th 

11.00am     Morning Service - Lorna Martin 

11.00am     Sunday School - Local Arrangement) 

Tuesday 8th 

10.00am/12.00pm      ‗Cakes & Company‘ 

Sunday 13th 
11.00am     Morning Service    Raymond Garfoot 

11.00am     Sunday School 

Wednesday 16th 

7.30pm       Bible Study - led by Rev Bob Forrest 

Sunday 20th 

11.00am     Morning Service - Mr Robin Wright 

11.00am     Sunday School 

Wednesday 23rd 
7.30pm     Coffee Evening in aid of - Leaders of 

                       Worship & Preachers Trust 

Sunday 27th 
11.00am     Morning Service - Rev Andy Melvin 

11.00am     Sunday School 

Monday 28th 

7.30pm      Fellowship Meeting led by Mike Bull 

 

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 

 

Aley Green Church  would like to thank all  

villagers  who  supported  our December & 

January services and events. 

 

The snow, whilst very beautiful was not 

charity fundraising friendly!  It certainly 

hampered our Charitree Festival & Carol 

Service, but we didn‘t give up and stayed 

open for all our events. As the theme for the 

tree festival was The Twelve Days of 

Christmas, our minister Rev Phil Horner, 

suggested we tried again on Monday 3rd 

January, the ninth day of Christmas. In total 

we raised £717.19 for our twelve chosen 

charities; a full breakdown of this is on the 

Church notice board,  along  with  all  the 

other Christmas fundraising efforts for 

NOAH, MHA, Action for Children & The 

Bible Society totalling £279.93. 



M1 PLAQUE COMES HOME 

Slip End residents have something to 

celebrate after the hard work of some of them 

saved the plaque which commemorated the 

inauguration of the M1. The plaque was 

installed in the Church Road bridge in Slip 

End in 1958 by the Transport Minister Harold 

Watkinson. 

In 2009 when the bridge was due to be 

partially demolished  residents Brian Church 

and David Kingston petitioned Slip End 

Parish Council, and after some effort Steve 

Fuell was able to retrieve the plaque from 

Balfour Beatty who were the contractors 

doing the road widening.   

A copy of the seal has now been placed on 

the J10 roundabout, as the original was 

considered too valuable to be put there. 

Instead, the original seal is now kept at 

Stockwood Discovery Centre.  

The seal was handed over at a special 

ceremony when Ken Crossett (Chairman of 

Slip End Parish Council) presented it to Luton  

Mayor Tom Shaw. They can be seen below 

with councillor Steve Fuell who was very 

pleased  the seal was saved as it could easily 

have been put into a rubbish skip. He said that 

it was an important part of history 

commemorating Britain‘s first full-length 

motorway.  

The ceremony was well attended and there 

were press shots of the inaugural opening and 

aerial photographs of the early M1 

construction including one of the Minister 

applying the seal to the plaque.  

 

Brian Church, Ken Crossett and David Kingston 

are shown with the bronze seal 

 

LIFE BY MOTHER TERESA 

  Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. 

  Life is beauty, admire it. 

  Life is bliss, taste it.  

  Life is a dream, realise it. 

  Life is a challenge, meet it. 

  Life is a duty, complete it.  

  Life is a game, play it. 

  Life is a promise, fulfil it.  

  Life is sorrow, overcome it. 

  Life is a song, sing it.  

  Life is a struggle, accept it.  

    Life is a tragedy, confront it.   

  Life is an adventure, dare it. 

  Life is luck, make it.  

  Life is too precious, do not destroy it. 

  Life is life, fight for it.  

 



HOSPICE AT HOME VOLUNTEERS 

Hospice at Home Volunteers has been 

working in the Dunstable and district 

communities since 1986 and is a totally 

confidential service. 

Ian Coulter, the Chairman, says, ―The name 

Hospice at Home was chosen because the 

organisation wished to offer people, across 

all age groups, who are suffering from life 

limiting illnesses, the help, support, love and 

friendship that is found in all hospices but in 

the comfort and privacy of their own home. 

This enables them to establish a new 

friendship with the volunteer and the carers 

can have a break whilst their loved ones are 

in the care of someone they can trust.‖ 

The service provides an opportunity for the 

carers to have someone to talk to outside of 

the family unit or to have free time away 

from their sometimes stressful and emotional 

role of caring for a wife, husband, partner, 

relative or a friend who is suffering from the 

life limiting illness. 

Experience has shown that carers find one or 

two hour breaks very useful to go shopping, 

have their hair done, call on a friend or go 

for a walk. Longer breaks are sometimes 

possible. It is also found that the person who 

is receiving care also benefits from 

volunteers being able to talk with them, 

listen or read to them or just be a caring 

presence while they sleep, if that is what they 

want to do. 

In some instances the volunteer will, with 

permission, take them to the shops, post 

office, garden centre, etc., for a recreational 

break from the family home. 

No charge is made to either our clients, their 

families, carers or friends. The volunteers 

aim to compliment the statutory community 

services to support the client and their carers 

in the comfort and privacy of their home. 

Hospice at Home Volunteers is a registered 

charity and if you would like to know more 

about the service or you are in need of help, 

you can telephone a Volunteer Co-ordinator 

on the telephone number given below. To 

offer help as a volunteer the same number 

can be used. 

Maureen Kerr, the Co-ordinator says, 

―Caring for someone you love at home can 

be tiring and isolating. A volunteer can 

relieve the carer, giving them time to see 

their friends, go shopping or simply relax.‖ 

Hospice at Home Volunteers telephone 

number for Dunstable district is 01582 

666996. 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

If you haven't been along to the mobile 

library recently, you should try and make a 

special point of going along, as there could 

well be a budget cut which would mean we 

would lose this privilege. The library visits 

fortnightly and is a great service for those 

who do not want (or are unable to) travel to 

town . The next dates for the library are 

listed below and on the back page of Parish 

News.  

10th & 24th February 

10th & 24th March 

Crawley Close 15.15pm to 15.40 

The School Rossway, 15.45 to 16.10 

It also visits the village on Saturdays which 

is useful for those out at work. 

5th & 19th February 

5th & 19th March 

Village Hall 14.20pm to 14.40pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frog & Rhubarb. 

What a fantastic month December was at the 

Frog & Rhubarb. Hundreds of friends, family 

& colleagues enjoyed a Christmas meal at the 

pub and many more popped in for a 

celebratory drink. Christmas eve was 

celebrated with a £2 a drink night at the pub, 

which was hugely successful. On Christmas 

day, the dining area was buzzing with people 

enjoying the big day without the hassles of 

cooking or washing up. More than 100 people 

saw in 2011 at the Frog enjoying a buffet, 

disco and £15 of vouchers for a cost of only 

£10.  

After working so hard throughout December, 

the staff at the Frog & Rhubarb let down their 

hair at the beginning of January. The pub was 

closed for a night to make time for the annual 

staff Christmas Party. It was a fantastic night 

with a free bar, massive Chinese meal and a 

few drunken games of Pictionary. 

There will be a massive fundraising night in 

aid of Help For Heroes at the Frog on 12th 

February. Help for Heroes raises money to 

support members of the Armed Forces who 

have been wounded in the service of their 

country. Leading up to the event, the pub is 

running a Meal Or No Meal promotion to 

raise money. Visit the pub to find out how it 

works and open your very own red box. There 

is also a raffle for which the pub would be 

grateful of any donations. If 

you can donate a prize, please 

drop it into the Frog at any 

time.  

On the night, entertainment will 

be provided by Frankie Martin 

who will be singing the hits of 

Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, 

Nat King Cole, Bobby Darin 

and many more. Frankie Martin 

is in the middle of a mammoth 

tour where he is performing 366 

gigs in 366 days. You can go 

along on the night and enjoy the 

music for free or book a table for a gala 

dinner. The dinner is £25 per person, of 

which £10 goes to the charity, and guarantees 

you a premium seat for the night. So far the 

tour has raised over £80,000. Go along to this 

event, help boost this total and support this 

important charity. 

Monday 14th February is Valentines Day. 

Book a table for your loved one at the Frog & 

Rhubarb and every lady will receive a free 

gift. There are currently discount vouchers 

available to download at:- 

www.frogandrhubarb.co.uk 

The Plough 

The domino team won ITS first league game 

this year against Slip End Social Club. The 

darts team beat the Rising Sun B team 7-2. 

Lets keep up the good work!  

The Plough staff outing was a great success. 

We travelled in style to London in a Hummer. 

We had drinks, a meal at T.G.I Fridays, and 

went to the Aldwych Theatre to see Dirty 

Dancing. (picture below) 

Because of the snow, Christmas and New 

Year, our Bingo sessions on a Monday 

afternoon and Quiz Night on a Friday evening 

were put on hold and hope to resume as soon 

as possible.  

PUB PAGES 



Rising Sun 

The Christmas Party for the children was a 

huge success with over 50 children there. 

Tracey Burgess was in charge of the Disco 

and 

entertainment 

and everyone 

had a great 

time. Lily and 

her staff 

provided a 

tasty buffet for 

all the children 

and Father 

Christmas was 

on hand to 

give every 

child a gift and 

turn on the 

Christmas Lights. Lucky Thomas is given his 

gift above.  

The partying continued with the adults into 

the night. 

Chatty Club Christmas Dinner 

Chatty Club members were treated to a 

delicious Christmas dinner with bucks fizz 

and Santa was on hand to give out the ‗Secret 

Santa‘ gifts to everyone. Special thanks must 

go to Lily and her team for the great service 

and everyone left the pub completely full of 

Christmas cheer. . 

On 4th February it will be Lily & Dave‘s 3rd 

anniversary (how time flies) and they are 

combining it with Chinese New Year and  

will be celebrating the evening with a buffet 

around 9pm. On the 13th February Spice of 

Caddington will be providing an Indian 

Buffet at the pub. Cost will be £11 per head 

and tickets are available from Lily. There will 

also be a Fancy Dress Party on 26th February, 

for more details regarding theme etc contact 

the pub or look out for posters. 

Burns Night was a 

great success Not 

only was there a 

mouth watering 5 

course meal, we 

were entertained 

by a young piper, 

after dinner 

recitals, speeches, 

music and singing.  

More details next 

month but photo 

of young 

Christopher 

Wooster who 

piped the haggis 

in is pictured here. 



Rising Sun—Save the date 

Bookings for Mothers Day, on 3rd  April are 

now being taken and all mothers will be 

given a free glass of champagne.  

On 30th April to celebrate St George‘s Day 

there will be a formal sit-down meal, price 

£25 per head. If it is anything like the Burns 

evening it will be a great occasion.  

The Royal Wedding takes place on Friday 

29th April and the ceremony will be shown 

on television at the pub. There will be a 

champagne buffet and fun day with the Play-

group. More de-

tails later.  

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT ROAD POT HOLES 

Report pot holes and save injury to yourself 

or damage to your vehicle. 

 For holes in Slip End Parish:- 

Tel: 0300 300 8000 or email at  

Higways@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 Newlands Road (by Stockwood Park) 

Luton 

Tel: 510333 or e mail highway.maintenance 

@luton.gov.uk 

 Luton Road Markyate 

Tel: 0300 123 4047 or 

www.hertsdirect.org/

actweb/hfr/default.cfm 

 

PN Motoring Correspondent 

 



 ROB SWETMAN 

Hello  everyone, I had a peruse through the 

December magazine whilst visiting May and 

Hilda in Church Road and spotted a picture 

of myself strolling past the Frog & Rhubarb 

one sunny morning and I can't for the life of 

me remember being snapped by a PN roving 

reporter. The caption however said I'd moved 

to Northamptonshire and I would like to put 

the record straight by letting you all know 

that we moved to Rutland in October. Now 

many people have never heard of the County 

of Rutland but I can tell you that it's the 

smallest county in England and it's situated 

between Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, North-

amptonshire and Cambridgeshire. It's main 

attraction is that it has no industry apart from 

tourism which mostly comes from activities 

in or around Rutland Water; the market 

towns of Oakham and Uppingham are 

steeped in history and Rutland can boast one 

of the finest viaducts in the country crossing 

the Welland Valley between Seaton and Har-

ringworth. The villages round and about are 

mostly stone built and many are thatched and 

nestle amongst spectacular scenery and we 

were very fortunate to find a house in the 

village that edges the lake. 

As many of you will know my hobbies in-

cluded sailing, cycling and walking and for 

many years I had a sail boat on Rutland Wa-

ter which for many reasons seldom got used; 

and it's for this very reason that we decided 

to sell up in Slip End and move here. I would 

pass on my hope that you all enjoyed your 

Christmas and I wish you all a very happy 

(and prosperous) new year.                      Rob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE THANKS 

Thank you to everyone that helped look for 

our cat when she went missing on the 1st 

January.   We appreciated all the helpful 

messages and support. We are delighted to 

say that, miraculously, we found her 4 days 

later crouched near the traffic lights at the 

crossroads in Slip End.    

Thanks to Simon and his dad for their help-

ing in getting her back safely. 

 

 

 

 

Regards, Linda and Steve Haynes 

 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

Please put your used postage stamps 

throughout the year to good use, for charities 

including Great Ormond Street Hospital for 

Children. Cut them from envelope leaving 

approx. 25mm (1") border and when you 

have a quantity, post free of charge to ad-

dress below.  Thank you. 

  

Posted!!  Stamps for Charities 

Education Distribution Services 

FREEPOST  FPN772 

Castle Road 

SITTINGBOURNE 

ME10 3RL   

 



CASE4/BUSHWOOD GREEN UPDATE 

This report aims to keep residents in the par-

ishes of Slip End and Caddington informed 

about the Core Strategy and the proposed 

development known as Bushwood Green. 

This Strategy was developed jointly by Cen-

tral Bedfordshire Council and Luton Bor-

ough Council over several years and identi-

fies how and where new homes, jobs and 

supporting infrastructure will be provided for 

the next 15 years. 

The next important event will be the Exami-

nation in Public (a sort of public inquiry) 

chaired by a Planning Inspector.  No date has 

yet been set for this. You can see details at 

http://www.shapeyourfuture.org.uk/   The 

recommendation of the joint committee is for 

the Core Strategy to be agreed by the Exami-

nation in Public.   

The CaSE4 group, no doubt like many of 

you, was therefore disappointed and sur-

prised to find that although Luton Borough 

Council was part of the 10 year programme 

to develop the Core Strategy, two motions 

were carried by the Council on 18 January 

2011 that indicated less than fulsome support 

for their own Core Strategy!  One motion 

asked the Planning Inspector to review de-

velopment to the west of Luton and to con-

sider alternative sites for Luton Town Foot-

ball Club stadium.   

The other motion stated that the Council 

would not support any development to the 

North of Luton unless it were accompanied 

by the necessary infrastructure, while noting 

that the intention to pursue such development 

to the North of Luton has been policy for at 

least eight years. 

CaSE4 sent strongly worded letters of objec-

tion to both the Council and to the Planning 

Inspector.  The Parish Councils of Slip End 

and Caddington did likewise.  Luton Bor-

ough Council is not able to make a final de-

cision alone; Central Bedfordshire still sup-

port the Core Strategy and the final decision 

lies with the Planning Inspector. 

We recognise that there are opportunities for 

sustainable development in rural communi-

ties and that appropriate housing growth 

within the village boundaries is necessary to 

keep these communities vibrant and healthy.  

However, for all the reasons stated in the 

Core Strategy, massive, wide-scale develop-

ment in the area West of Luton is inappropri-

ate. 

On your behalf, CaSE4 is monitoring the 

situation and will continue our opposition to 

such development to the West of Luton that 

would create satellite towns with no infra-

structure and no proper centres, destroy the 

communities of Caddington, Slip End, 

Woodside and Aley Green and devastate vast 

swathes of the Green Belt. 

If you wish to add your voice to the protests 

at this stage, we suggest that you write letters 

to your local County Councillors (Richard 

Stay and Ruth Gammons) and to your local 

newspapers. 

 
 

‘Caddington and Slip End 
fighting for our communities’ 
CaSE4 stands for “Caddington and Slip End 

fighting for our communities”. 

It is a non-political action group set up by 

local people to take forward the views of 

village residents following the public meet-

ings held in Caddington & Slip End in late 

2009. 

A smile costs nothing, but creates much. It 

enriches those who receive it without im-

poverishing those who gave it. It is some-

thing that is not earthy good to anyone 

unless it is given away. And if it happens 

that some people are too tired to give you a 

smile, why not give them one of yours? For 

nobody needs a smile as one who has no 

smile to give.  



COMMUNITY PROJECTS GROUP  

The December meet-

ing was held at The 

Plough at Woodside 

where the main focus of 

the meeting was on the 

grant applications we re-

ceived from some of the Non Profit Groups 

within the Parish. 

Applications were received from Aley Green 

Methodist Church, Slip End Toddler Group 

Slip End Playgroup, Slip End Brownies, Slip 

End Scout Group, BADRA, The Chatty 

Club, The Friendship Club, SEADA, Carpet 

Bowls, Slip End United Football Team, Slip 

End Tennis Club and Slip End Playing Fields 

Management Committee.   

The committee members present on the eve-

ning discussed the applications and amounts 

were awarded to each application but the 

payments will be held off until the Commu-

nity Projects Group receives the money from 

the Parish Council later this year.  The 

groups will be notified of their grant shortly. 

Christmas Biscuits 

Every year the group delivers biscuits to 

those parishioners who are over 65 and have 

lived in the parish for 5 years or more.  This 

year we were supported financially by the 

following businesses whom we would like to 

thank on behalf of the Community Projects 

Group and the parishioners. 

Mignonette Bridal – Jane Aston 

J & P Scaffolding – Phil Johnson 

Neville Funeral Services, Luton 

Slip End Citroen Garage 

The Small Job Co. – Paul Goodaker 

Furniture Medic – Paul Goodaker 

The Plough – Doug Hay 

The Community Projects Group would also 

like to thank the following volunteers for 

delivering the biscuits before Christmas:  

Pam Cull and Carolyn Martin and Veronica 

Williams - Pepperstock  

Gordon Burton - Front Street  

Brian Church - Summer St, The Oaks, New 

St, Church Road  

Steve Fuell - Crawley Close  

Sarah Minnighan - Markyate Road, St An-

drews Close, Rossway, Little Meadow Park  

Pete Smith – Claydown Way 

Andy Prothero (Woodside) & Ken Crossett – 

The Grove Park Homes 

Paul Cooper – Woodside Nursing Home 

If you know of a parishioner (Aley Green, 

Woodside, Slip End & Pepperstock) who 

qualifies for a tin of biscuits at Christmas and 

didn‘t get one, please let Sarah know so they 

can be added to the list this year,  for the 

Christmas biscuits. 

Sarah can be reached on 07868 742 904 or 

s.minnighan@btinternet.com. 

Parish Plan 

We understand the Parish Plan team is work-

ing hard to get all the information correctly 

collated and we hope to have some early 

indications sent our way in the next month or 

so in order that we can start and look at pro-

jects within the parish that the parish would 

like.  It will be nice to finally have something 

to get our teeth into! 

Village Day 

In case you weren‘t aware Village Day is 

held off this year but will be back next year 

with the date already set for Saturday 21st 

July 2012 – put the date in your diary! 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday 8th February 2011 at The Ruchi 

Indian Restaurant, Woodside.  Come along if 



An Evening of  
Ballroom & Sequence 

Dancing 
~ 

At Slip End Village Hall 
Saturday 26th February 2011  

7.30pm for 8.00pm till 11.00pm 
~ 

Tea & Coffee & Biscuits Available 
(You may bring your own  

refreshments if you prefer) 
 
 

       £5 per person 
 

 

 
For More Info          

and to buy Tickets 
 

Call Ken on  

01582 417 240 or  

07704 901 646 
 

 
 

A Fundraising Evening  
 

in Aid of  Slip End Playing Field 

 



ALEY GREEN CHURCH RAGS WALK 

22nd January 2011 

Sixteen of us set off on a stroll on a slightly 

damp grey January day. We met at the 

Waggoner's Public House in Ayot St Peter, 

near Welwyn, alongside the A1. It was a 

delayed start as the Lower Luton Road was 

closed at Batford so most of us were forced 

to follow a lengthy diversion to get round it. 

We set off down the road and on to a disused 

railway line heading towards 

Wheathampstead. After a while we left that 

path and turned downhill towards the River 

Lea. From there we followed the route of the 

river pausing at a bridge for a photograph. 

The path then took us to the edge of the golf 

course at Brocket Hall. We admired the 

house overlooking the lake. We zigzagged 

across the fairways following the marked 

route, taking care just in case of flying golf 

balls. Apparently the estate was opened up 

by one Lord Brocket to allow ―commoners‖ 

to walk through it some 100 years ago or so 

– lucky for us! Some of us walked a little 

faster than others but paused every so often 

to let the rest of the group catch up and rest. 

Several people agreed that it might be a good 

place to come back to in the Spring because 

it would look pretty.  After a little short of 

four miles, we finished back at the pub 

meeting up with four non-walkers who 

joined us for lunch. Overall it was a pleasant 

morning of walking, conversation, food and 

drink. Thanks to Yvonne and Alan for their 

efforts organising it all. 

Alison Wilson 



BODY IMAGE FASHION JEWELLERY 

Cara Kennedy, above (formerly Reeves) 

grew up in the village and has recently 

opened her own unit on the Woodside 

Animal Farm premises. Her love of jewellery 

started as a hobby first, before branching out 

at car boot sales and  home jewellery parties 

for friends and further afield as more and 

more people got to know about her range of  

fashion jewellery plus stationery items,  and 

lots more besides.  

Cara is also interested in learning new skills 

and has recently become qualified in ear 

piercing and is able to do bio sculpture nails. 

For the future she will eventually be doing 

sugaring and waxing. 

The inside of the shop is a real family affair 

and was designed by husband Andrew, and 

with Cara making some of the jewellery and 

her dad  helping in the shop it is good to 

know that her family are all behind her. As 

well as jewellery, there are make up kits, 

accessories, children‘s books, bags, 

stationery and toys, including ‗school only‘ 

hair accessories for the local schools. She 

also has the latest ‗Pandora‘ watches, 

bracelets etc. 

There are special discounts available at the 

moment if you pop along to the shop and 

pick up one of Cara‘s postcards. Gifts and 

jewellery are all at very reasonable prices so 

make sure you call in and get yourself a 

bargain.  

If you are interested in one of Cara‘s home 

parties contact her on 07715565958                

or visit her at the shop. 

 

A LITTLE POEM ABOUT COMPUTER 
SPELL CHECKERS 

 

Eye halve a spelling chequer  

It came with my pea sea  

It plainly marques four my revue  

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 

 

Eye strike a key and type a word  

And weight four it two say  

Weather eye am wrong oar write  

It shows me strait a weigh. 

 

As soon as a mist ache is maid  

It nose bee fore two long  

And eye can put the error rite  

Its rare lea ever wrong. 

 

Eye have run this poem threw it  

I am shore your pleased two no  

Its letter perfect awl the weigh  

My chequer tolled me sew. 

(source unknown but it gave David Kingston  

a few laughs!) 



Some lovely snowy photos from around Slip End 



Richard Gurney & Son 
Contracting Services 

Longview, Luton Road, Markyate 
 

Tree Surgeons & Fencing Specialists 

Hedge Trimming & Tree-stump removal 

Wood Chippings (good for mulching) 

Logs for Sale 
 

 (01582) 840407 
Established 1970 - Fully Insured 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

SLIP END 
PETER EDWARDS HALL 

& PLAYING FIELD 
 

Ideal for children's & adult's parties, meetings, etc. 

Kitchen facilities with catering service available 

Available for various sports activities 

Excellent sports changing facilities 

Facilities for the Disabled 
 

For Bookings:  (01582) 767916 

or 07956 463128 (not after 9pm) 

  

DOMESTIC 

APPLIANCE 

REPAIRS 
Washing Machines, Dishwashers, 

Driers, Cookers, Microwaves, 
Fridges & Storage Heaters. 

 

Barrie Acton 

 

INKERMAN 
BUILDING & ROOFING Co 

 

EXTENSIONS - CONVERSIONS- RENOVATIONS 

www.inkermanbuilding.co.uk 

problems 
with your 

PC or 
apple-mac? 
For expert advice & trouble shooting 

call Tony Glynos on 458353 

tony.glynos@talk21.com 

Slip End (01582) 728865 
or Mobile 07802 723160 

JOHN SAUNDERS & SON 
Incorporating E. Franklin & Co. 

 FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
48 Duke Street, High Town, Luton 

 
 

 

 731696 
 

Day & Night Service 

 
Monumental Services 

Members N.A.F.D. 
Prepaid Funeral Plans available 

CLEANWORLD 
Coin Operated Launderette 
Service Washes Dry Cleaning Agents 

Open for Washing/Drying & Dry Cleaning reception 

Mon-Fri 9am-8pm, Sat-Sun 9am-7pm  

Extra Large washing machine for King Size Duvets 

and all those bulky items. 

Service Washes available, 

ask assistant for details. 
 

18 Market Square, Whipperley 

Ring, Luton. Tel 01582 458102 

 01727 835702 (office) 

 07774 955255 (mobile) 

01582 876509 (home tel/fax) 

e-mail: info@inkermanbuilding.co.uk 

The Complete Design,  
Plan-compilation Service included 

 New Build      Restoration 
 Electrical Work & Plumbing 
 All General Building Work  
 Flat & Pitched Roofing  
Brickwork Contractors   
 Painting & Decorating 

 Insurance Work 



TIPS TO KEEP WARM THIS WINTER 

 1. Cosy up  
If you haven‘t already, reach for your 

favourite cosy blanket. With the extra layer 

you can then turn down your programmable 

room thermostat. Turning the temperature 

down just 1ºC can save up to 10% on your 

heating bills over the whole year, Once 

you‘re all wrapped up, make yourself a fair 

trade warm drink to finish off the experience 

of curling up on the sofa. You‘ll really 

appreciate the cost of heating your home and 

feel smug about cutting costs too.  

2. Get together  

Turning your home thermostats down in all 

rooms apart from one is a great excuse to 

stop others in the family skulking off to play 

video games, or watching different TVs 

around the house. You can keep one living 

area toasty (between 18-21ºC) and use it as 

an excuse to all get together and play games.  
3. Exercise  

Exercise can be a scary word. But getting 

moving doesn‘t have to be taxing and you 

don‘t need to be a rocket scientist to realise 

it‘ll keep you warm. Get out of the house, 

turn your heating controls right down and re-

discover your neighbourhood by going for a 

brisk walk. When you return you‘ll be glad 

the house is not boiling hot. You could also 

keep warm by exercising inside too. Try 

yoga as you won‘t need too much room, or 

how about stair aerobics?  

4. Mind the gaps  

If your home just doesn‘t ever seem to warm 

up, it‘s worth checking around your windows 

and the doors to see if there are any draughts. 

Installing draught proofing on average can 

save around £25 and 120kgCO2 a year, so 

it‘s worth taking immediate action. There are 

some great temporary solutions to keeping 

the draughts away, and if you‘ve got some 

time you could always come up with your 

own.  

5. Get your slippers on  

It‘s not easy switching your home heating 

systems down when bare floors get so cold! 

We loose most of our body heat through our 

head, fingers and toes, so make sure these are 

covered up first. Christmas is over so there‘s 

no doubt some of you will have found 

yourselves with slippers in your stockings! 

They are a great way to keep your feet warm 

but if you didn‘t get any slippers here‘s some 

alternatives: Wear two pairs of socks; Try 

slipper socks - socks with grips; Ugg boots. 

Although these are mainly worn outside, they 

were originally meant for indoors. 

6. Hot water bottles  

A hot water bottle is comforting in so many 

ways. You can carry one around with you, 

heat your bed up with it, or even warm your 

clothes up before you slip into them on a 

cold morning. 

7. Double up your duvet  

It takes will power to turn your heating down 

a couple of hours before you go to bed. If a 

hot water bottle isn‘t enough, why not invest 

in an extra duvet that you can use in the 

winter and store away in the summer.  

8. Brace the outside  

Bracing the outside takes some preparation. 

Wrap yourself, your friends and your family 

up and brave that weather! Layer up with 

clothing, get yourself some good quality 

thermals, and go out and have fun. You 

could even grow your own winter vegetables 

– all that digging will keep you warm.  

9. House work  

Housework will obviously keep you fit and 

warm inside. You could also do housework 

that will help keep your energy bills down 

too! Check your bulbs are all energy saving 

light bulbs. Fitting all the lights in your 

house with energy saving bulbs could save 

around £45 a year. 

 



When cleaning your windows, check to see if 

you could plug some gaps around your 

windows frame with draught-proofing strips. 

There are 2 main types: Self-adhesive foam 

strips, which are the cheapest option, and 

easy to install. However they may not last as 

long as other methods. Metal or plastic strips 

with brushes or wipers attached. These are 

long-lasting, but cost a little more.  

When wiping around your skirting board, 

check for any draughty gaps, but also check 

plug sockets to see if you can turn off any 

electrical items on standby. It‘ll save you 

hassle and money in the long run. 

10. Hot Pots  

Eat healthy hot dinners such as stews laden 

with vegetables. As well as keeping you 

toasty, the nutrients will keep you healthy 

when the weather is trying to weaken your 

immune system. Stews also cook on a low 

heat which will stop your oven using too 

much energy. 

from The Energy Saving  Trust UK 

 

 

 

 

GARDENING CLUB 

The first AGM was held at the Village Hall 

on Monday 24 January.  Rosemary 

welcomed those attending and advised it was 

good to see over 50% of members attending. 

Membership had increased to 30, which was 

very encouraging.  She gave a resume of 

events over the past 15 months as follows: - 

Informative talks from Valerie Church on 

flower gardening and by Steve Wickens on 

growing vegetables. Speakers, Mr Lea 

―Plants in a Chiltern Garden‖; Chris Jenkins 

―Bees & Bee Keeping‖; Angela Allaway 

―Hanging Basket Demonstration‖ and 

experiences of running Garden Centres.   

Trips to Seal Point, Luton to see snowdrops 

& hellebores; Hyde Walled Garden, East 

Hyde; St Pauls Walden grounds, childhood 

home of Queen Mother; Chenies Manor 

Plant Fair, near Amersham;  Hever Castle & 

grounds, nr Edenbridge, Kent; Luton Hoo 

Walled Garden, presentation and tour.   

The year was rounded off by a very 

successful Quiz Night, and social evening 

after the November meeting.  

Valerie presented the accounts, which were 

accepted and showed the Club was in a 

healthy financial position, due to a grant 

from the Community Projects Group and the 

very successful Open Gardens and fund 

raising Quiz Night. This would enable the 

Club to have more professional speakers in 

the future.  

The existing Committee was re-elected and 

Carole Beaton joined the committee.  It was 

agreed that membership fees would be 

standardised at £4 per person pa.  Rosemary 

requested assistance with ―bringing on‖ plug 

plants for the biennial village Plant Sale, to 

which there was a good response. A special 

members meeting is being held shortly to 

plan events for the year. 

 Steve Wickens gave a short talk on work 

that can now be done in both the garden and 

the allotment. 

PN Gardening Correspondent 

 

SLIP END GARDENING CLUB 
 

Next Meeting 
MONDAY 21 MARCH 
8pm VILLAGE HALL 

 

Guest Speaker – Ann Godfrey 
(Daisy Roots Nursery) 

 

“Unusual Perennial Plants” 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
Guests/Visitors £2 each 



 

 

 

For further information  
CALL Paul Goodaker on 07979057393 

RELAX! 

We have a man that can... 
Collections, deliveries, removals, 
furniture repair & restoration, flat 
packs, gardening and all manner 
of jobs work undertaken. 

Can’t find the time 
to do all those jobs 
around your home 

and garden? 

The Rising Sun 

The Community Hub 

 

Value Home Cooked Food from only £4.50!! 
Please note—from September 15th extended opening hours for meals at the weekend. 

Weekdays:      Lunches 12 noon - 2.30pm   
                        Dinners 6 - 9pm 

Saturdays:     12 noon to 7pm 

Sundays:        Lunches 12.30 - 7pm 

Malaysian Food Platter: @ £5 available Monday from 6 to 9pm 
Specials boards of Steak and Seafood 

Sunday Special: 2 course Sunday Roast, £8.00 per person 
     with a choice of roasts plus free dessert! 

Real Ale - Real Food - Real People 

Rising Sun Pub, 1 Front Street, Slip End          01582 482354 



 

 

Reduce waste that goes into landfill 

by offering it to your local community for free!  

Post your unwanted items on  
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/FreecycleLuton/  

and an email is sent to all members  

who then make contact to arrange collection. 

Everything must be free,  

preferably local, although some things can be posted. 

 

MP’s  Contact details 

 

Gavin Shuker‟s local office is 

located at: 

3 Union Street,  

Luton LU1 3AN 

Email: gavin@gavinshuker.org 

Website: www.gavinshuker.org 
 

For advice surgery appointments  

call 01582 457 774 

 

Central Beds  

Councillor’s Surgery 
Heathfield School Caddington 

 

Meet Richard Stay and Ruth Gammons 

to discuss local matters which are of 

your concern or interest.  

First Saturday of each month, 

10am to 12 noon 

NEVILLE 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

 

Serving the people of Luton & surrounding areas for 130 years 

Independent and family owned 
 

 

Floral and Memorial Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

24 hour personal emergency service 
 
 

 01582 490005 
 

Neville House 

Marsh Road Leagrave, Luton, LU3 2RZ 

Body Image   
Fashion Jewellery at  

Woodside Animal Farm   

 
 

Tel: 07715565958 
Cara Kennedy CK-13@Live.co.uk 

Home parties also 



Items for the next issue to us by 15th February  
Want Parish News delivered monthly? Contact Alan Buttery at  1 Claydown Way (01582 724527), 

alanjan@buttery400.fsnet.co.uk. Anything interesting to report about village activities, photos, 

holidays, etc? Please contact us, letters and e-mails are encouraged. 

Views expressed by our contributors are not the Editor‘s own.  Articles should be sent by the 15th 

of the preceding month to Sue Briggs, 4 The Oaks, Slip End or e-Mail parishnews@slipend.co.uk 

Parish News is grateful to our advertisers for their contributions. Please support them.   
 

Wheelie Bins: see below 
 
Black Bins & glass: Put out on Friday 4th & 18th February.      
Green and Orange Bins:  Put out on Friday 11th & 25th February 
 

Mobile Library: The Library  will visit the Parish on Thursdays 10th & 24th February. Woodside 
(Mobile Homes) 14:25 - 14:40, Pepperstock (Brickhill) 14:45 - 15:10, Crawley Close 15:15 - 15:40,  
Slip End Lower School  Rossway 15:45 - 16:10.  
In additional the Library will call at the Village Hall on Saturday February 5th & 19th. 14:20 - 14:40. 

 DIARY - If you would like your events included, please contact the Editor 

February 

4th  Rising Sun celebrates 3 years anniversary & Chinese New Year 
5th  Meet Central Beds Councillors: Heathfield School Caddington, 10am to noon 
8th Community Projects Group meets at The Ruchi 7.30. All welcome! 
12th  Help for Heroes fundraising night at Frog & Rhubarb 

13th  
Café Church at St Andrew’s with ‘Love’ theme. 10.30am 
Spice of Caddington—Night at the Rising Sun 

15th Women’s Institute: Mark Harris, ‘Life in the Met’ 
26th  Rising Sun—Fancy Dress Party 
26th  Ballroom & Sequence Dance at Village Hall 7.30—11pm  
March 
4th  Video Race Night (in aid of Playgroup & Toddler group) Social Club 
5th Meet Central Beds Councillors: Heathfield School Caddington, 10am to noon 
8th Community Projects Group meets at Slip End Social Club 7.30. All welcome! 
12th  Quiz Night (Tennis Club) Peter Edward’s Hall for 7.30 
14th  Village Hall AGM— 8.00pm 
26th Women’s Institute: ‘Mad March’ Table-Top Sale 

27th 
St Andrew’s AGM after service 
2011 Census Day 

30th  Rising Sun—St George's Day dinner 
April  
2nd Meet Central Beds Councillors: Heathfield School Caddington, 10am to noon 
12th Community Projects Group meets at the Rising Sun 7.30. All welcome! 
29th  Royal Wedding—Champagne buffet and fun day at Rising Sun 
May  
7th Meet Central Beds Councillors: Heathfield School Caddington, 10am to noon 
10th Community Projects Group meets at the Plough 7.30. All welcome! 


