
St. Andrew’s Church Woodside 
        2nd Sunday of Epiphany                                 Sunday17th January 2021 

THE CHURCH BUILDING IS CLOSED 
Zoom services continue, starting earlier at 10.30 from 17th January. 

The PCC took the sad decision to close the church building for public worship; this 
will be reviewed over the coming weeks. Although the PCC has put in place strong 
covid-19 security measures, it has reacted to information about the transmissibility of 
the new strain of the virus. Our congregation has many vulnerable people and we 
wish to be seen to be discouraging gathering people from different households. Zoom 
services continue: we are physically separated we can still worship together. 

Collect for the second Sunday of Epiphany 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our 
nature by the riches of your grace and, in the renewal of our lives, make known 
your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Message from Cathy 
Our reading this week is from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry recorded in John 
chapter 1. A fisherman Philip began to follow Jesus. He was so convinced by what he 
saw that he wanted his friend Nathanael to come and see him too. Jesus didn’t 
disappoint; he saw into Nathanael’s heart and life and let him know the truth of what 
he saw. Nathanael was astonished that he was seen and known by the Messiah.  

And that is true of us too; we are seen and heard and known and loved. We too are 
invited to ‘come, see’. See this Jesus who knows us and loves us. See this Jesus in 
scripture who heals and saves, teaches and transforms.  

What else was Nathanael told he would see?  ‘I tell you; you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man’. Jesus is 
echoing the image found in Genesis 28 where Jacob (having reached rock bottom, 
fleeing his own underhand decisions and broken relationship with his brother Esau) 
had a dream. He laid his head down on a stone and dreamed that there was a ladder 
reaching up to heaven and on that ladder there were angels ascending and 
descending. God himself stood beside him and called him to trust in him. Jacob, 
despite his messy life, his dishonourable actions and his broken relationships, was 
called by God and ministered to by God.  

And God meets us too, he sees us and knows us, whether we have a good and honest 
heart like Nathanael or we have got ourselves into a mess like Jacob.  We can be fully 
ourselves with God and we are met with God’s complete love. Through that love we 
dare to follow, unsure of the days ahead but knowing however messy it gets (just like 
it did for Jacob) God sees us, hears us, calls us and loves us. That is a great source of 
strength and courage and comfort.   

(Based on thoughts from the Flourishing Churches team)  

St Andrew’s Phone Contacts 

Cathy: 01582 480391   Julie: 01582 413912   Susan: 01582  727000 

We are here as God’s family, to draw closer to God,  to live out our faith and welcome all into the love of God. 



Practical Help for the Community 

Asylum seekers in Luton: Thank you for the overwhelming response to the All 

Saints with St Peter’s initiative! For the time being please limit  donations to nice 

soaps, shampoos, conditioners, shower gel, razors and shaving stuff. Also pens and 

notepads. 

Azalea: If you can help, please call Joan Duncombe on 01582 404988 to enquire 

about particular food needs. Joan extends thanks to those who leaving food on her 

doorstep. 

Noah: Packed lunch items: fruit, crisps, biscuits, individually wrapped cake bars 

etc. are requested. Noah provides service for about 50 people daily. 

Items may  be  dropped off at Nikki West’s home, 43 Summer Street 

At the Food Bank last week, they expressed 
grateful thanks for the bumper delivery 

which Sue dopped off.  
Thank you for your ongoing support in  

aid of  adults and children in need.  

Church Diary  
January 

Sunday 17th 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 24th 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 31st 10.30am Cathy’s last service, Zoom Service 

February  

Sunday 7th 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Zoom Service 

Wednesday 17th 7.30pm Ash Wednesday: Zoom Service 

Sunday 21st 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Zoom Service 

March 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 21st 10.30am Zoom Service 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Palm Sunday: Zoom Service 


