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There are time demands which those of us responsible for the production of 

magazines such as this must recognise. This is particularly true during holiday 

periods when contributors and printers alike are enjoying breaks in their 

routines. As I write, turning the calendar page to August, we have just 

experienced a period of exceptionally hot weather and today we are registering 

values almost 20c less than last week!   Fortunately the Village Day benefited 

from a brilliantly sunny day as have all the other outside events held in the 

Village and which are covered in the following pages. The weather at last 

enabled the contractors building the new Playground to start work  although 

subsequent downpours have led to the planned opening being put back. The 

appearance of the Village has been much enhanced by the glorious flower 

displays on lamp posts and village entrance gates. Many favourable comments 

have been made, suggesting that they indicate a village feeling proud of itself. 

Later in this issue are some photographs taken by Andy Prothero. 

August saw the anniversary of the Citreon Garage in Slip End. In the October 

issue we hope to include more of this event and the history of the business. 

Car drivers will have been disappointed by the initial efforts to cut back 

vegetation around road junctions. The Parish Council has registered a complaint 

and the contractor has had to re-do the work to the required standard. 

 My Co-Editor Alison and I  are trying to widen the content and appeal of the 

Parish News, We can do so much, but without contributions from readers it 

becomes difficult. We are both willing to assist with the preparation of items. We 

welcome any non-political pieces on any subject. Our thanks to those who have 

contributed to this edition. 

You will have noticed a number of contributions recently about local history 

which will continue over the next months. Any Villagers who have lived here for 

many years and have seen distinct changes can enhance these articles by 

recounting their personal experiences to us. 

Keith Holme, Co Editor 

Editorsô Notes 
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Photography Group 

For the July meeting, one of our members 
brought along his Field Mice. I always knew 
they were tiny creatures but it was fascinating 
to see them balance on the top of ears of 
corn, barely moving them at all. He had a 
number of different mice and swapped them 
out from time to time to avoid stressing them. 
The weather rewarded us with a sunny 
evening and we took turns to get the best 
angle for the shots. 

An extra evening photographing trains and 
models at a memberôs Garden Railway took 
place on one of the hottest evenings in July. 
Members were to be seen sitting leaning and 
even lying down to get the best angle for their 
shots.   Photographing the engines is a 
challenge as the are small but are also moving. 
When you add in the legs of other 
photographers  standing in the background, 
composition is also a bit of a challenge!   Recent 

projects have included 
photographing Flowers 
(we watched a few 
tutorial videos for this 
one) and Shadows.  
Septemberôs meeting is 
planned as a ñTravelogueò show, with members bringing  

five example photos of where they have been over the summer.                

Alison Wilson 
Photos from Alison Wilson, 
Tony Scott & Martin Peck 
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From Jill and Tracey 

Village Day on 6th July was another successful 
day. All the stalls seemed to do well and local 
groups, like the Good Neighbour Scheme, the 
Friends of Slip End School, Brownies and 
Friendship Club to name just a few made 
welcome profits to help fund their activities. 

In the arena it was a pleasure to see and hear the Rock 
Choir,  the Irish dancers and the ladies from Bounce on 
the trampolines, and of course Punch and Judy paid a 
visit, a new experience for the younger ones and a 
reminder of childhood for some of the older ones!  

Many of us enjoyed seeing and handling the animals from 
Teaching Talons, and the brave and energetic loved the 
bungee run sponsored by the Citroen garage. 
There are so many people to thank that itôs impossible to 
name everyone - just a huge thank you to everyone who 
helped with the planning, setting up, running of the day 
and clearing up afterwards. A special mention goes to our 
families ï all the Dowdalls and the Acton/Freemans, to the 
barbecue chefs, bar staff and the ladies and gentlemen 
providing the teas and cakes, who all worked non-stop all 
day to keep the rest of us fed and ñwateredò. Also to Paul 
and the Frog & Rhubarb staff for organising all the food 
and drink, to Master of ceremonies Barry Keech and to DJ 
Martin Simpkins. Finally a huge thank you to Sarah 
Minnighan and to Tim, whose help was invaluable. 
The raffle tickets sold well and we must thank all the local 
businesses who provided the best prizes!! All prizes have 
been collected and we hope enjoyed by the recipients. 
Thanks to all of you who came to enjoy the day, enabling 
us to make a profit again this year for the Community 
Projects Group. Some, we hope, will be used to help 
Santa to tour the villages near to Christmas time and the 
rest used for projects within the local community. 
You may be pleased to know that the Village Day account 
has recently provided the new bins for the Playground, 
helped with renovations to the Village Hall garden and 
helped the school towards decorating and updating the 
quiet rooms. 
Tracey and Jill 
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SLIP END GARDENING CLUB 
It has been an eventful summer of visits due to the changeable weather.  The 
Woburn Village trip, where 18 gardens were open, did not take place due to 
very heavy rain. Hopefully next year!!  Two small garden visits were made to 
St Albans in July.  The Cambridge Rd garden was a normal semi-detached 
size with very little open space just a small patio with a tiny lawn and pond 
covered by a large acer. The raised beds at the bottom were filled with cut 
flowers, fruit and veg. Culver Rd was a terraced house garden packed with 
colour and texture.  Annuals, perennials and flowering shrubs provided colour 
and interest from Spring until late Summer, including exotics. Nicotiana and 
Tree lilies were framed by over sixteen varieties of clematis and a wealth of 
hanging baskets. (See photos ) 

It was a surprise to see this garden on BBC Gardeners World on 9 August.  
The lady was introduced by ñMontyò and she gave a short talk about the 
plants in her garden. (Can be seen by catch up on BBC I player) 
On arrival at the National Trust Ascott House Gdns, Wing, L. Buzzard mid-
August, the property was closed due to storm damage.  We therefore diverted 
to another N.T. property Waddesdon Manor, nr Aylesbury.  There was a 
beautiful parterre laid out at the rear of the Chateau style mansion. 

 
The final garden visit of the year is on Sat.  28 Sep. to Waterend House, 
Wheathampstead. 

 
 

Michael Brown, Speaker at recent Club meeting gave an amusing talk on 

"The Language of Flowersò - A Victorian Gentlemanôs amorous adventures 

described through the now mostly forgotten language of flowers.  
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 Iôve been thinking, a lot,  

about cupboards. 

How they must have a  

secretive life. 

Because when no one  

is looking 

All havoc breaks through  

and runs rife. 

Thereôs no other way  

of explaining 

This change which always  

takes place 

When squatters move in and 

take over 

Where once there was order 

 and space. 

They crowd in 

untidy abundance  

Oôer each available shelf, 

Jostling,  pushing and shoving 

Everything out for itself. 

I really donôt know where 

They come from, 

All this and the other 

and that, 

Though I have to admit 

that suspicion 

Currently rests with the cat! 

Or maybe ótwas Fido ówot dun itô 

(But some of the cupboards 

Are high, 

Beyond the reach of a canine 

When did he learn how to fly?) 

Without any doubt ótis 

a riddle, 

But one thing is easy to see- 

Whoever, Whatever  

the culprit 

Itôs absolutely not me! 

Tricia Sturgeon 

GARDENING CLUB  
Monday 16th September  8pm 

 

Guest Speaker        Chris Ward  

"101 Things You Didn't Know About Garden Birds"  
New members welcome. Guests and Visitors Ã2.00 

I noticed this poem  by Tricia Sturgeon in a newspaper recently and hope it 

will bring a smile to your face as it did for me.              Keith Holme 
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THE PLAYGROUND IS 

OPEN! 

 

At 4pm on August 15th  

after some delays this  

wonderful addition  

to the village was opened .. 

(To the obvious joy of local children)  
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SPORTS & REMEDIAL MASSEUSE  
 

Training for an event?     

Muscles aching?   

Stressed after a hard day's work?  
 

Why not book yourself in for a sports or remedial massage?  

 

Trained at the London School of Sports and Remedial Massage  

Worked at a Rugby Club Physio Department and helped  

athletes, runners and cyclists, pre and post events  

 

7 years experience -  Insured -  DBS checked -  Registered Nurse  

Flexible hours -  good rates -  parking  

Contact Sue on 07885 476006  
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Butterfly Funerals is run by Teresa and Peter who have  

been in the funeral service business for over 30 years.  

During that time they have gained a first class reputation  

for professional quality combined with a caring and compassionate approach 

to family and friends of the departed. 

To find out more or just have a discussion 

on what you need to do after a bereavement  

please call 

01582 96813001582 968130  

or visit our website: 

www.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.ukwww.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.uk  
 

39 Elm Avenue, Caddington 

Luton LU1 4HS 

Services include: 
 

X 24 hour call out 7 days a week 

X Traditional funerals 

X Bespoke funerals Pre-paid funerals 

X Green funerals 

X Memorial consultants 

X Chapel of Rest 

X Home visits 

X Flowers 

X Custom wills 

Caring with Compassion  
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These displays have really brightened the village 

 

Art Classes 
 

Small friendly classes, using a variety of mediums, all abilities wel-
come, all materials provided. 

 6 sessions   
 covering watercolour and pastels 

 
7.30 to 9.30pm every Wednesday 

 starting on September 18th, 2019 at Heathfield Centre, Caddington 

 
Come and join in. 

 

debbieprotheroartworkshop@outlook.com 

mailto:debbieprotheroartworkshop@outlook.com
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hƴ мфǘƘ Wǳƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƴŀ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ wƻǘƘŜǊƘŀƳ Wŀǎƻƴ ǿƻƴ Ƙƛǎ п ǊƻǳƴŘ ŬƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aƻƻƴŜȅ  ōȅ ŀ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ Iƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŬƎƘǘ  ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ пǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ 5ƻƳŜ  ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǎǝƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ у ǊƻǳƴŘ Φ  

ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝǾŜ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ wƛƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ мл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀƛǘǊŜǎǎ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ  ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ϻтлΦ  {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ϻплΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ олǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǇǊƛƻǊ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŬƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Φ ¦ƴǝƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

.ǊƛǝǎƘ ǝǘƭŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ōǳǎȅΦ 
 

 ********* 
 
 

!sʠ Wɷodˡiɩʍ Br˛˦˚ɰeʟ 
 

We would like to thank all who helped the Brownies to 
pass their  

LOCAL HISTORY BADGE  
Helpers were Michael Plummer, Andy Prothero  

Rev Cathy Pullinger, Paula Baird and Sarah Minnighan 
********* 

Macmillan Coffee Morning(!) 

On September 25th 
This will be held at the Village Hall from 6pm 

Please give us your support 

There will be Coffee, Cakes and a raffle with entertainment from 

The Brownies 
    From Wise Owl 

*********** 

You are reminded that the ANNUAL RENT and MEMBERSHIP of 

the Slip End Allotments and Gardens Ass. is due on 27th Sept 

Pay at No. 9 Markyate Road from 7pm 

DONôT DELAY-PAY THAT DAY 
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PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR 
GROWING BUSINESSES 

01582 608601  

Alban House 
99 High Street South 
Dunstable   LU6 3SF 

www.stotengillam.co.uk 
enquiries@stotengillam.co.uk 

ACCOUNTS    TAXATION  
AUDITS    FINANCIAL  
ADVICE    PAYROLL  

COMPUTER SERVICES 

 

Painting & Decorating 

PETE the PAINTER 

for all your decorating needs 

¶ Laminated Flooring 

¶ Carpentry Work undertaken 

¶ Tiling - Floors & Walls 
¶ Over 20 years experience 
 

4 Elm Avenue Caddington 

Call for a free Quotation 

Tel: 01582 453611 

Mobile: 07971 348485 

 


