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Parish News

Editors’ Notes

Welcome to our first issue of 2020. A new
year and decade begins!

This month we look back briefly, with a few pages of photos and
items from Christmas. These include events in the Parish, and also in
Caddington, where members of our own villages contributed time and
effort. It was a season of giving with much money for charity being
raised at activities at the churches as well as other community
activities. Well done and thank you!
It is good to see that people are willing to give a little of their time or
money to help others. Volunteering is very much encouraged these
days. You don’t need to have a huge amount of time available. There
are those who help with local charities or collect items to donate to
foodbanks or NOAH (for the homeless). Some help on committees
for local clubs. Parents and Grandparents listen to children read in
school, others give up time to run activities for children such as
Brownies, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Youth groups. Watching the
smiles on children’s faces as they take part in a new activity is very
rewarding.
Whatever you can do to help, enjoy it and watch others
benefit too.
Alison Wilson
On the subject of Volunteering…

Thank you letter from a resident to the GNS
Parish News recently received a letter from Maureen Womersley, a
resident of Downlands, Pepperstock. She asked us to say a big

thank you to the GNS and its volunteers...
She says that, since having to sell her car, they have been a lifeline,
taking her to hospital and doctors’ appointments as well as shopping.
Everyone has been so kind and helpful..
WELL DONE to the Good Neighbour Scheme and VOLUNTEERS!
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Slip End Photography Group
The group meets on a Tuesday evening. We aim to have one formal
meeting (a talk, pictures show or some other activity) on the third Tuesday
of the month and an informal meeting on the first Tuesday of the month.
Some members sometimes meet in between these dates for a chat.
Formal meetings are usually held at the Heathfield Centre (in the art
room) at 7:30. The informal meetings are at the Slip End Social Club from
around 8pm. The programme for 2020 is still being finalised, though
some regular speakers are already booked..
The annual exhibition is being held on Saturday 22nd February at Slip
End Village Hall from Midday until 4pm. We hope to have some local
artists showing their work as well as our photos. As last year, we plan to
have a board with a chosen favourite shot by each photographer. Visitors
will then be able to vote for their favourite from this selection. The AGM is
currently set for Tuesday 21st April.
For more information please contact Andy Prothero at:countrygardensAP@outlook.com

Slip End Photography Group
Exhibition
Slip End Village Hall
Saturday 22nd February
12 – 4
Refreshments available
All Welcome
Entrance free
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE December and January meetings
The December Parish Council Meeting was held on the 2nd December in
the Village Hall. There were two Planning Matters to discuss:
CB/19/03742/FULL – 71 Woodside Road, Woodside – Remove existing
garage and shed, construct new single storey side and rear extension.
CB/19/03755/FULL – Meadow View, Mancroft Road – First floor extension
and partial garage conversion.
For both Applications, and after a short discussion, it was agreed that there
were no objections.
The proposed Parish Council Budget for 1920/1921 was presented to
Councillors, which, after a discussion, was agreed. The Precept is to be
reduced from £60,000 to £54,000. Because of the reduction in the Precept
and the increase in the number of dwellings paying Council Tax, the Band D
Council Tax contribution will reduce by 11%.
Both Cllr Collins and Cllr Perry from CBC attended part of the Meeting.
Following an enquiry made last month, Cllr Collins confirmed the Allotments
in Front Street are on Green Belt Land.
A new Defibrillator for Pepperstock has now been ordered. The planned
Defibrillator for Woodside will not now go ahead as no suitable site could be
found.
Plans have now come through for the proposed traffic calming in Woodside
Road (between the former Harrow Public House and the 30mph signs). This
will now go out to Residents for Consultation, who should look for a CBC
notice on a nearby lamp-post.
The Playing Fields Management Committee has identified that
improvements are needed to the Playing Fields MUGA (Multi Use Games
Area) and the Peter Edwards Hall Showers. Black Shu (a local company) have
4

pledged £10,000 but an additional £15,000 is needed to complete the work.
It was agreed to initially approach the CaSE Trust and the Angus Brewer
Trust for possible grants for this money, either as a one-off grant or phased
over a number of years.
It was agreed that the Parish Council would respond to the Luton Airport
Expansion Consultation outlining our concerns over noise, emissions and
village car parking.
The January Parish Council Meeting was held on Monday 6th January in the
Village Hall. There was one Planning Matter to discuss:
CB/19/04140/FULL – Land adjacent to 79 Woodside Road, Woodside –
proposed detached dwelling.
This was a re-submission of a previously
approved Planning Application.
After a short discussion it was agreed not
to comment.
The Angus Brewer Fund has been approached regarding possible funding
towards the cost of the refurbishment of the Peter Edwards Hall showers.
The Fund is for the benefit of both Caddington and Slip End and it was
agreed the Parish Council would approach the Fund regarding the possibility
of a Slip End resident (not a Parish Councillor) sitting on their Committee.
The Adult Gym equipment has now been installed in the Playground. The
new fencing has started to be installed.
The Playground has also been the subject of vandalism that has been
reported to the police. The Parish Council is currently unaware of who is our
local Police Contact. It was agreed if no response from the Police was
received regarding the Playground vandalism then the Parish Council would
contact the Police and Crime Commissioner. Examples of new signage for
the Playground were discussed and a decision will be made imminently.
The Rossway Planters are in need of refurbishment and costs for this work
are being sought.
...continued overleaf
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-/ Parish Council report continued… The damaged tree in Front Street
has not been felled despite being reported several weeks ago. This will
need to be monitored as it has been severely weakened.
Various potholes within the village had been either repaired or marked for
repair. However CBC Highways will be contacted regarding the wear and
damage to the speed table in Church Road.
Free Bus To Stockwood Park Academy
The CaSE Trust operates the free 230 bus service through Caddington and Slip
End. They recently introduced a morning and afternoon service to and from Stockwood Park Academy. This service does not currently run through Slip End.
If any residents are aware of a young person who would benefit from Slip End being added to this service in the future, then please email
clerk@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk We will then let the Trust know of the demand
in Slip End.

Slip End Gardening Club
At our last meeting of the year, the speaker, Hugh Granger, gave an
interesting talk on “Can Plants Think”. He gave examples of how plants
attract insects/animals/birds to spread pollen also how plants deter them.
The annual programme of garden visits under the National Gardens
Scheme is being prepared and hopefully will be ready by the end of March.
Happy New Year to All..

PN Gardening Correspondent

GARDENING CLUB
Monday 16th March
8pm Village Hall
Guest Speaker—Jo Roberts
“Forest of Marston Vale”
Guests and Visitors £2.00

New Members Welcome
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ALL ABOUT PLANNING applications submitted within the Parish since Nov 2019
Application CB/19/03742/Full.

(see Council report)

Application granted

Application CB/19/04037/Full. Submitted 29/11/2019 Awaiting decision
31 Claydown Way, Slip End, LU1 4DU.
Single storey rear and side extension. Garage conversion.
Application CB/19/04037/Full. Submitted 3/12/19
49 Front Street, Slip End. LU1 4BP
First floor side extension.

Awaiting decision

Application CB/1904140/Full. (See Council report )

Awaiting decision

Application CB/04252/Full. Submitted 7/1/20
Awaiting decision
Pedlars, Pepsal End Road, Pepperstock, LU14LJ
Demolition of part of existing dwelling, replace with rear single storey extension and
associated internal alterations.
Application CB/20/00050/Full. Submitted10/1/20
Awaiting decision
Cobblers Gold, Mancroft Road, Aley Green, LU14DG.
Resubmission of application CB/1901050/Full. Demolition of existing dwelling and
erection of 4 bedroom dwelling.
For further information or to comment visit

planning@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Update on Newlands Park Development
Readers will no doubt recall that the Parish News has been keeping residents informed of
the latest news about the potential of creating a new stadium for the Luton Town Football
Club which includes the building of a new Commercial development at the former junction
10a of the M1 up to and including land adjacent to the M1 alongside Newlands Road.
You will remember that Luton Borough Council did approve the planning application for
this development back in March 2019 but the owners of The Mall in Luton, Capital and
Regional, did apply for a Judicial Review on the legal aspects of that decision. The High
Court did reject the application from Capital and Regional. There has been no appeal
against that ruling so at this stage we will need to await details of the final proposals for the
development. Hopefully the Parish Council will be fully involved in the ongoing proposals
and will be able to provide further details on the potential impact on our villages.

Village Day Update
Slip End Village Day is taking a break this year, due to other major events
including the Olympic Games, the European Football Championships and Slip
End Open Gardens, but we will be back in 2021, with some new ideas to make it
even better.
In the meantime Slip End Village School is holding a Summer Fayre on
Saturday 13th June with lots of Village Day favourites. Watch out for further
details !!
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Richard Gurney & Son
Contracting Services
Longview, Luton Road, Markyate
Tree Surgeons & Fencing Specialists
Hedge Trimming & Tree-stump removal
Wood Chippings (good for mulching)
Logs for Sale

Hydrotech Plumbing
Your local plumbing and heating engineers:









Boiler breakdown and servicing
New Boiler installation
Landlords gas safety certification
Gas fire installation and servicing
All gas and plumbing work undertaken
Fully insured

Free quotations
MARKYATE based company

Tel. (01582) 840407
Established 1970 - Fully Insured

01582842889

07932796632

Need a reliable
Window &
Carpet Cleaner?
We operate in the
Slip End area
For free quotation
contact us on
01462 629302
07970 406 926

Problems
with your
PC or
Apple-mac?
For expert advice & trouble shooting
call Tony Glynos, 458353 or 07792 653264
tonyglynos@outlook.com

PILATES IN SLIP END

JOHN SAUNDERS & SON
Incorporating E. Franklin & Co.

Tuesday morning, Peter Edward Hall 9.30am
Wednesday evening, Slip End School 7.30pm
All ages & levels catered for. Come & try, first
class free.
Introducing the Pilates Reformer Machine. Ideal
for rehabilitation after injury or surgery.
Perfect for sport specific training, Pre & Post
Natal & general fitness.
For more information contact 07811343566 or
email:- golf58.ag@gmail.com
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS
48 Duke Street, High Town, Luton
 731696
Day & Night Service
Monumental Services
Members N.A.F.D.
Prepaid Funeral Plans available

Community Projects Group
Once again this year our band of volunteers distributed the Christmas biscuit gifts to
nearly 220 residents in Slip End, Woodside, Pepperstock & Aley Green. The cost is
kindly funded by Slip End Parish Council, with some contribution from local
businesses. For many residents this marks the start of the Christmas season and
the gift is always well received by our more senior longer term residents.
Didn't the Christmas tree and lights, outside the village hall, look lovely this year!
Many thanks to Andy and Debbie Prothero for arranging the siting and lighting.

Good Neighbour Scheme
The Annual Christmas Tea Party was held just before Christmas at the Village Hall.
Over thirty residents and GNS clients, assisted by ten volunteers enjoyed a lovely
afternoon in the hall.
The Ukulele Band entertained us to a seasonal sing-along and Santa managed to
come and distribute the huge number of raffle prizes.
Many thanks to our ladies who provided a fabulous selection of Christmas fayre, to
the band for providing the music and to Santa for his help!
Volunteers from the Good Neighbour Scheme provided Christmas Day lunch at the
Village Hall for the second year running. This is a good neighbourly gesture to
provide a full Christmas Dinner and a chance to have a chat, for those residents
who might otherwise be alone on the day
Many thanks to Carol Beeton and all the helpers from GNS who made the afternoon
a lovely occasion. Also, many thanks to those residents who donated wine and
other refreshments on the day.
Might see you next year!
Best wishes,

Simon Patterson

Chatty Club
The Chatty Club meets at the Frog
and Rhubarb on Tuesday afternoons
from 2-4pm. Meeting 4th, 11th, 18th &
25th Feb then 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
March and so on…
new members
welcomed!
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National Parish Magazine
Awards for 2019
We are pleased to tell you that
Parish News came 24th out of
360 entries in the A5 sized
magazine category.

Gardening Notes

from Russell Sprout

Another gardening season about to begin and there is plenty of preparation you can
be doing. It’s Open Gardens this year and the Gardening Club Committee will be
looking for willing participants, old and new, so give it some thought.
If you have a soil testing kit this is a good time to test to see if lime, nitrogen or
potash is required to balance the soil. This is quite easy to do, just follow the
instructions that come with the kit, you don’t have to be a scientist. Clear away any
dead plant material and keep on top of weeds as they start into growth.
Check Dahlias in store, cut away any rotted sections of tubers and if they are
shrivelled plunge them into tepid water for 10-12 hours. Take cuttings of
Chrysanthemums that have been over-wintered in the greenhouse or cold frame as
soon as the new shoots are big enough. Stools that have been left in the ground
will benefit from pushing a fork into the ground around the plant to stop rotting and
clear away any weeds or debris that have accumulated. Any alpines that have been
loosened by frost should be firmed into place and weeded. If the lawn is becoming
wet and boggy aerate with a fork to help drainage and scarify towards the end of
the month to remove dead grass and thatch if conditions are dry enough.
If you plan to plant tomatoes in a cool greenhouse in April now is the time to sow
seeds in a propagator or indoors on a windowsill and pot them on when they are
about 2” high. Early peas and broad beans can be planted in the soil towards the
end of the month if it is dry. Shallots can also be planted this month and just cover
them with soil to stop birds from pulling them out of the ground. Early potatoes
can be arranged in boxes or seed trays with the eyes uppermost in a light frost-free
shed, greenhouse or cool bedroom to sprout into growth for an early crop.
Prune autumn fruiting raspberries close to the ground by the end of the month.
Parsley can be sown outdoors if dry and not too cold for a first crop. Mint can be
propagated now by digging up the runners just below the surface, separate them
from the main plant, cut into lengths of approximately 6” long and plant. Mint is
best planted in a container to stop it spreading everywhere.
Luton Hoo Estate has given notice to terminate the lease on our allotments,
which have been in existence for over 100 years, so that they can apply for
building on the land.
Please support the opposition to this by writing or e-mailing Luton Hoo
Estate Office with your objections. Say no to the loss of more greenbelt land.
Please note that it has nothing to do with the hotel, it is Luton Hoo Estate.
Russell Sprout
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Butterfly Funerals is run by Teresa and Peter who have
been in the funeral service business for over 30 years.
During that time they have gained a first class reputation
for professional quality combined with a caring and compassionate approach
to family and friends of the departed.

Services include:

To find out more or just have a discussion
on what you need to do after a bereavement
please call

01582 968130
or visit our website:

www.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.uk
39 Elm Avenue, Caddington
Luton LU1 4HS



24 hour call out 7 days a week



Traditional funerals



Bespoke funerals Pre-paid funerals



Green funerals



Memorial consultants



Chapel of Rest



Home visits

Caring with Compassion 
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Flowers
Custom wills

SANTA CLAUS
We hope you enjoyed seeing Santa on his sleigh with all his elf helpers in
December. We all enjoyed seeing everyone and handing out the chocolate treats
Thank you to everyone who helped us - with the music system, the loan of
the truck, all the elves who accompanied Santa Claus on the night and, of
course, a special mention for Sean who drove Santa’s sleigh and Santa
Claus himself.
The weather did not favour us this Christmas and the Thursday was so wet it
wasn’t safe to go out with all that electrical equipment, to say nothing of how
damp Santa and his helpers would have got. This meant we had to make the
decision to do as much as we could on Friday, targeting the roads with the most
children. Our apologies if we missed you this time, we walked a lot further than
we would normally do in one night. Congratulations to all who walked and ran
with the Santa Float especially the children who kept on going, although they
must have been tired.
Finally, a huge thank you to all who put money in the buckets. We are pleased to
let you know that, as a result of the collection, we had £550 to donate to charity,
with £300 going to Keech Hospice Care and smaller donations to five of the
groups in the Parish.
We have asked Santa Claus if he will come to see us again next December –
the answer seems to be “yes if we can try for better weather next time please! “
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PALS – Offering Pastoral and Listening Support
St Andrew’s Church has re-organised its PALS group, members of which are available to
support or befriend those in need at difficult times, bereavement or illness and who live in
the Parish. We are here as God’s family to draw closer to God, and welcome all into the
love of God. Please do not suffer in silence. If you think we could help you or you would
just like someone to talk to. If you would like a visit please ring:Rev. Cathy Pullinger on 01582 480391 or mobile 07425148046 or email
vicar@slipend.co.uk or contact Julie Taylor (Reader at St Andrew’s) on 01582 413912
or mobile 07841482119 or email duncan.taylor@btinternet.com
The
PALS
members will
all have an
identification
badge
when
they
visit,
together with a
photographic
visiting card.
Further
information is
available
in
Church.

St Andrew’s NEW

4pm Service

We are trying something new at St Andrew’s. We know that people may
want to come to church but find it too difficult to attend on a Sunday
morning. So we are introducing a monthly service on a Sunday afternoon.
The time is 4 pm.
The service is open to anyone. It will be suitable for young families and older people
alike.
The dates for 2020 so far are as follows:
19th January,

16th February,

15th March,

19th April.

Please come along: you are very welcome.
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St Andrew’s Church Dates — February
Sunday 2nd: 10.30am: Informal Communion – Wedding at Cana
Sunday 9th: 10.30am: Morning Praise – Salt & Light
Sunday 16th: 10.30am: Holy Communion – Don’t Worry
Sunday 16th: 4.00pm: Afternoon Service – Don’t Worry
Tuesday 18th: 11am: Woodside Care Home Service
Sunday 23rd: 10.30am: Morning Praise - Transfiguration
Wednesday 26th: 7.30pm: Ash Wednesday – The Woman caught in
adultery

Little Stars for February
Every Wednesday parents, babies and preschool children gather in the family room at
St. Andrew’s for chat, a story, crafts and songs – all based round a simple Bible story or
theme. All are welcome and we are very relaxed about timing if the morning doesn’t pan
out quite as expected. If you are new to the village or new to motherhood do come
along, you will receive a warm welcome. We serve refreshments from 10am and the
session starts at 10.30am.

In February we will meet on the following Wednesdays: 5th, 12th & 26th There
is no meeting on 19th due to half term.

To remind you

Little Singing Stars is back…

Tuesday Mornings 10:30—11:30 in term time
St Andrew’s Church Slip End
Informal singing and rhyme session
For Parents and Carers with Babies and Toddlers
Run by the church and a local childminder
(Donation of £2 per session recommended)
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Painting & Decorating

PETE the PAINTER
for all your decorating needs






Laminated Flooring
Carpentry Work undertaken
Tiling - Floors & Walls
Over 20 years experience

4 Elm Avenue Caddington
Call for a free Quotation
Tel: 01582 453611
Mobile: 07971 348485

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR
GROWING BUSINESSES

01582 608601
Alban House
99 High Street South
Dunstable LU6 3SF
www.stotengillam.co.uk
enquiries@stotengillam.co.uk
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ADVICE PAYROLL
COMPUTER SERVICES

Aley Green Methodist Church
Services and Diary Dates
for February
Sunday 2nd
10.30am Morning Service - Peter Baker
10.30am Sunday School
Sunday 9th
10.30am Morning Service Richard Armiger
10.30am Sunday School
Tuesday 11th
10.00am - 12.00pm ‘Cakes & Company’
Saturday 15th
8.00am Prayer Breakfast
Sunday 16th
10.30am Morning Service - Chris Curtis
10.30am Sunday School
Monday 17th
7.30pm
Ecumenical Fellowship led by
Jo Prowse
Sunday 23rd
10.30am Morning Service & Communion
Rev. Nigel Bibbings
10.30am Sunday School

Monday raised £160 for Methodist Homes for
the Aged.
The Ecumenical Fellowship meeting started
half an hour earlier than usual so we could
indulge in festive refreshments at the end.
The first of many mince pies!!
Our Annual Carol Service led by our minister
Rev Nigel Bibbings was well attended. The
Aley Green choir led by Liz Higgens sang
some lovely pieces and we all joined together
in singing some of our favourite songs and
carols. As always we finished with seasonal
refreshments - more mince pies! £119.50 was
collected for Action for Children.
Christmas Take Time on the Friday before
Christmas was another lovely afternoon. We
were welcomed with non alcoholic mulled
wine, listened to readings and poems, sang
Christmas carols and songs and listened to a
recorder group play festive tunes. Sausage
rolls, cakes and yet more mince pies followed
with bottomless tea and coffee pots. We were
raising funds for IcFEM Dreamland Hospital
in Kenya, where they perform cleft lip and
palate surgery and were able to send them
£250. Added to that was the proceeds of a
luxury Christmas Hamper raffle, £224.
Our Christmas morning service led by Nigel
and Elisabeth Bibbings (our minister and his
wife) was attended by some 40 people and the
offering came to £122 for NOAH, the
homeless charity.
We finally packed all the Christmas displays
away on 6th January and put the church to
rights, many hands did make light work and
we were soon sitting around drinking coffee
and eating sausage rolls and would you
believe, more mince pies!!!
There is always a warm welcome for YOU at
Aley Green Methodist Church, do come
along to a Coffee Morning / Evening, Prayer
Breakfast, Fellowship and our Sunday
Services at 10.30pm

Wednesday 26th
7.30pm Coffee Evening in aid of
Action for Children
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We do hope you all had a lovely Christmas
and rather belatedly wish you a healthy and
happy New Year,
Our Christmas celebrations started on the last
day of November with our Bacon Butty
Christmas Fayre. Lots of people came and we
did a brisk trade in Bacon Butties and fried
egg rolls. Towards lunch time jacket potatoes
and sausage rolls became the favourites. Our
tombola, Christmas gift stall, handicrafts and
Preserves also did well. The final total raised
for church funds was a fantastic £505.
Thank you to all who came along.
With our good wishes and prayers,
A Coffee Morning held for our friends from
Ann Meader Senior Steward
High Town Methodist church the following
17
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Doggy Days
Doggy Days – Day Care & Overnight Boarding
Doggy Days – Walking & Taxi service
Competitive Rates. Full Insurance and CRB
Call/email: Colleen on 07973-282568
colleen.reed@btconnect.com
Claydown Way, Slip End

Charisma

NEIL SHEPHERD

Hair & Beauty Salon

Ladies &
Gentlemen
01582 722801

Easy Parking!
43B Elm Avenue, Caddington
www.charisma-caddington.com
Find us on facebook

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Also: Garage, loft, cellar, shed and
garden clearances

Opening Times
Mon: 9 –3
Tues: 9-5
Wed Closed
Thurs: 9-7
Fri: 9-6
Sat: 8-3

07860 93 93 93
No obligation estimates & quotes

A. McClelland
Pest Control

Chiropodist
State Registered
Home visits, Evening &
Weekend appointments

For fast response call
Mobile 0777 494 8415
or office 01582 872158

Keith Appleby BSc (Hons), MChS, SRCh

Telephone: 01582 873136

email: amcclellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

If you would like to
advertise, please contact

Jo Moss
01582484373 or
pnadverts@talktalk.net

Carol Brennan ACCA FMAAT
Certified Chartered Accountant
74 front street
slip end
tel: 01582 453049
Luton
mob: 07979 402847
lu1 4bs

LOOKING FOR A
CHILD MINDER?
Mature lady in Slip End
Mobile, DBS approved First Aider

To advertise here
Please contact us

Private Nanny for 10 years
Taking and Collecting from
School. Baby sitting evening

Alice 07503176038
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A few photos
from
Christmas
festivities
Book Club
Christmas meal
at
the Rising Sun

Line Dancers
pause for a break
and a Christmas
Buffet
at the Social Club
in Caddington

Frog and Rhubarb...
St Andrew’s Singers
entertaining and leading the
carol singing for customers at
the pub.
They even persuaded Paul
Cooper to join in!

The St Andrew’s Singers finish
with a rendition of The Twelve
Days of Christmas (with actions)
Paul provided free mince pies
and mulled wine and there was a
collection for the Organ
restoration fund.
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Christmas really was a season of giving at St Andrew’s! The amounts raised were1st Dec Christingle for Children's Society £178
1st Dec Churches Together in Caddington Advent Service for Save the Children
£168
15th Dec Family Carol Service for Alongside You £170
22nd Dec Carols by Candlelight Level Trust £240

THAN
K YOU
!!

and not forgetting the amount collected at the Frog and Rhubarb for our organ
appeal, £205. We were very grateful to Paul for inviting us, feeding us, joining
in and arranging for the collection to be taken..

Christingle
Service

Christmas Flowers at St Andrew’s
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Santa and his many Elves and
helpers visited the streets around
Slip End and Pepperstock. .
They gave out chocolates and
collected money for charity and
local projects.

Christmas Tree Festival
The Christmas Tree & Nativity Festival at All Saints Church in Caddington was held on the
weekend of 13/14/15th December. There were about 32 Trees and 18 Nativity scenes on
display in our beautiful church. Throughout the Festival there was live Christmas music
being played by Pat and Ann on their keyboards. During the festival, there was a raffle
with many lovely prizes. People could vote for their favourite Tree-the winner being Mrs
Jill Smith’s ‘Safari Tree’, second choice was The Cubs ‘Food for Thought’ Tree.
There
was a Memory Tree where people could remember their loved
ones. The money raised totalled £80 which went to Keech
Hospice Care.
The total money collected amounted to over
£1290.00
Thanks go to everyone
who worked tirelessly to
put this event on.
The next Festival will be
December 2021- put your
thinking caps on for your
next
design
ideas!
Please contact Kay 07528
728144 if you would like
to enter.
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P H SERVICES
CAR & MOTORCYCLE REPAIRS

PHILIP HALL
MECHANIC

 Servicing  Bodywork
 Tyres
 MOT
 Computer Diagnostics

UNIT 3
MANOR ROAD GARAGE
CADDINGTON
Office: 01582 722251
Mobile: 07769 734417

Damaged bikes wanted for Cash
Nationwide collection
e-Mail: philhall1200@btinternet.com

10% Discount with this voucher!
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Caddington WI

First of all we wish you all a Happy and Healthy
2020. Our ladies enjoyed the Christmas period, celebrating with a meal at
Table Table on the A5, very nice food and staff.
Dunstable
Ladies Choir came along and we joined in several carols so this put
us in the Christmas spirit. Carol, Jenny and I got together to
decorate our Tree in All Saints Church which was white with red
lights and chocolates hanging all around. It looked beautiful.
We started the New Year with Adam Smith who showed us slides
and spoke about Georgian dining and food. This is. 1785 era where
large houses were furnished elaborately. Servants bought and
prepared the food and set the table for meals for all the family. The
china made the food look sumptuous. Many dishes were needed
including soup, dinner plates, tureens, many knives, forks and
spoons. Several courses were served at each meal -huge joints of
meats and vegetables (usually grown in the grounds surrounding the
houses). Potatoes were not available until a lot later on. Meats
were spit roasted or cooked for hours. Wood was used to fire the ovens. The type of food
served was very unlike what we eat today and I'm not sure we would eat it if served. Birds
(eg Pigeon) cleaned, roasted and served with the feathers round it, also partridge, pheasant,
shooting grouse and venison. The table must have looked very attractive with the birds
colourful feathers on show, Adam talked about how the families built walls round their plots
and a contest went on to see who could provide special items like pineapples first. This type
of fruit was quite a rarity. Main meals were served any time of the day to suit the family and
workers. Adam gave us an insight into life in those times and said that Covent Garden
which, although a fruit and vegetable market now, was full of brothels at that time. If you
want to know more about Adam, contact zilphahistory@gmail.com. His next nearby talk is
on 21st March Adam judged out competition of a Georgian Recipe. This was won by
Vanessa with Joanne and Valerie Dallinger second and third. Well done to the ladies who
put in a recipe.
Our darts team is practising on Mondays at 4 p.m. at the Caddington Social Club - you are
very welcome to join them as they always like new players. Matches restart in March. Our
condolences go to the family of one of the regular darts players, Mary Wildman, who passed
away just before Christmas. She will be missed by us all.
We are having an In House evening in February together with a Bag Auction and it is
Members Night in March. If you are looking for an evening out with a friendly bunch of
ladies please come along and join us. There are speakers, talks, games, coach trips and other
events to go along to. You are welcome.
Linda Edwards, President
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SPORTS & REMEDIAL MASSEUSE
Training for an event?
Muscles aching?
Stressed after a hard day's work?
Why not book yourself in for a sports or remedial massage?

Trained at the London School of Sports and Remedial Massage
Worked at a Rugby Club Physio Department and helped
athletes, runners and cyclists, pre and post events
7 years experience - Insured - DBS checked - Registered Nurse

Flexible hours - good rates - parking

Contact Sue on 07885 476006
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Imbolc
I was brought up in the Church of England, but by the time I reached my 20’s I stopped
going to church restarted in my middle 30’s when I was married and stopped going
when I hit 40. I then became interested in the history of the Christian festivals and
paganism, so I embarked on a study of their origins. With the editors permission I will
over the next year provide short articles on what I found. These will not be exhaustive
but a short overview.
To set the scene, a Pagan was a person who lived in the country and a Heathen a person
who inhabited the heaths. This came about due to Christianity first taking hold in the
Towns and Cities, before spreading to the countryside, where there was much opposition
to the new religion. Before Christianity became the religion of these islands, there were
8 celebrations which marked different turning points in the year. These were:Imbolc:
Ostara:
Beltane:
Litha:
Lughnasadh:
Mabon:
Samhain:
Yule:

1st February, Beginning of Spring, (St Brigid’s Day).
21st March, Spring Equinox, (Easter).
1st May, (May Day).
21st June, Summer Solstice, (St John’s Night).
1st August,First Harvest, (Lammas).
21st September, Autumn equinox, (Michaelmas).
1st November, Pagan New Year, (Halloween).
21st December, Winter Solstice, (Christmas).

Imbolc (or Oimelc. Imbolg) is celebrated on February 1st or 2nd is the Pagan
celebration of rebirth. It is a time when the first plants show themselves and Lambs start
giving birth. Oimelc means “Milk of Ewes”, so their milk is a traditional drink.
In the Christian tradition it is called Candlemass and is also known as The Feast of the
Purification of Mary. The belief then, was that women were “unclean” for six weeks
after giving birth, so this marked the time Mary became clean again after giving birth to
the baby Jesus.
In America it is known as Groundhog Day and marks the middle of winter, as there is
only 6 weeks left until spring.
In the Celtic areas it was known as Brighid's day and was a festival of rebirth and
fertility. Brighid was the protector of Women, Children and Animals, which led to the
belief that she was midwife of Mary. She is also the patron of Poets, Blacksmiths and
Metalworkers. Brighid became one of the few Pagan Deities who became a Christian
saint, this was because she was very revered especially in Ireland and the people there
would not give her up. Her shrine in Co Kildare, Ireland had a perpetual flame and was
tended by virgins and when Christianity took over, tended by virgin Nuns. She remained
a Saint until the 1960's but after Vatican II she was de-canonised.
To the followers of Wicca she is one aspect of the triple goddess, the first aspect ruled
writing, poetry, music and inspiration, the second aspect ruled healing, midwifery and
herbology, the third aspect ruled fire and the arts of smith-craft and a goddess of
transformation.
The Romans also celebrated a fertility festival at this time called Lupercalia. During this
26

time the priests of Pan would run through the street, spanking women with thongs of Goat
skin and giving blessings by the local Strega (leader of the cult) to ensure their fertility. Corn
Dolly's also come from this celebration, these are hung in corners of rooms or over doors for
prosperity and fertility this also meant renewing of the mind, i.e. getting new ideas etc.
In Greek mythology Hades, the god of the underworld, fell in love with Persephone and
kidnapped her, as a result her mother Demeter went into mourning looking for her and
stopped plants growing by creating a permanent winter. Hades eventually agreed to allow
Persephone to return to the
surface but because she had
swallowed some Pomegranate
seeds she had to return to Hades
for 3 months every year. Bonfires
lit as well as Candles which were
placed in every room to help
Persephone find her way to the
surface, after her three months in
the underworld, so her mother
Demeter could restart the cycle of
growth.
The traditional colours were
Yellow and White. White because
it combines all the colours and
Yellow because of its association
to the sun and was used to “help
the sun get stronger.
John Larsen

Many years ago while living on Crete, I wrote a collection of articles about Christian
traditions and their Pagan origins. These were published in a local home produced
ex-pat monthly called The Rethymno Bugle. This article is the first of these.
(We hope to publish the others later in the year—Ed)
Slip End
(Listing the villages in our Parish only) Sec 5 POA Harassment, alarm or distress
-1
Theft of a motor vehicle – 1
Aley Green
Interference with a motor vehicle - 1
Theft from a motor vehicle – 1
Total – 1
Total – 3

Crime Statistics for December

Pepperstock
None
Total – 0

Woodside
None
Total – 0
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Diary - If you would like your events included, please contact the Editor
Some of our regular Community activities :last Sat

St Andrew’s Community Coffee mornings 10-12 (St Andrew’s Church)

2nd Tues

Aley Green Cakes and Company 10-12 (Aley Green Church)

ALL Tues

Chatty Club 2-4pm

(Frog and Rhubarb)

February
Mon 3rd

Parish Council Meeting 7pm Village Hall

(first Mon)

Tues 4th

Chatty Club

(all Tuesdays)

Tues 4th

Caddington WI

Sat 22nd

Photo Group Exhibition

Tues 25th

Book Club 8:30pm Rising Sun

Sat 29th

Big Brew Coffee Morning 10-12 St Andrew’s Church

2-4pm Frog & Rhubarb
7:30pm Baptist Hall
12 –4

(first Tues)

Village Hall

(Kindred by Octavia Butler)

March
Mon 2nd

Parish Council Meeting 7pm Village Hall

Mon 16th

Gardening Club—Speaker

Sat 28th

Community Coffee Morning 10-12

Tues 31st

Book Club 8:30pm Frog & Rhubarb

8pm Village Hall
St Andrew’s Church

(most months)

(usually last Tues)

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
13th June

Slip End Village School Summer Fayre

11th July

Village Open Gardens Day 11-5
No Village Day this year — returns 2021!

Garden Waste collections are still suspended. Our first Green bin collection is
Fri 13th March.

Bin Collections February
Orange bin – 14th, 28th Feb,
Black bin and Glass - 7th, 21st Feb, 6th Mar
28

29

COMMUNITY AND SERVICES
Services:Good Neighbour Scheme: 07513 37 24 15
Shop at the Crossroads 401069 Mon - Fri 7.00 to 21.00 Sat 7.00 - 21.00 - Sun 7.30 - 21.00
Slip End Garage
Markyate Road,
456888
Doctor
Caddington Surgery
725673
Doctor
Markyate Surgery
841559
Schools:
Slip End Village School 720152
Manshead 679400
Caddington Village School 726058
St Mary’s Catholic Primary 602420

Churches:-

Pepperstock Archers
615216
St Andrew’s Church
Email LBP121@aol.com
Rev. Cathy Pullinger—
(Lee Prebble)
vicarage
480391
Tennis
733253
or
07425 148046
Runners
Peter Baber
Wardens:
Steve Baird
738205
07587 89260.
Susan Wiltshire 727000 Slip End Veterans
Football
Wayne Leslie
Aley Green Methodist
(see football)
Church. Minister:
Rev Nigel Bibbings
Community:Senior Steward:
Gardening Club
423622
Ann Meader
733668 Dance Classes
dance_liana@hotmail.com
Photography Group
Sport:countrygardensAP@outlook
Bowling Club
.com
412506
Brownies
723109
Darts League TBC
Beavers
07956 833488
Football
418014
517042 or 07515687160 Cubs & Scouts
Allotments
736892
wayne@dngsales.co.uk

Friendship Club
TBC
Ann (07753
635654) or Sharon (07469
931204)
Playgroup/Pre-school

724888
S.E.A.D.A
414796
FoSELS 0789 6037853
( PTA) Women’s Institute
737036
Chatty Club Jean Turner 01582
421304 Or Cathy Rose 01582
457362

Book Club (look for
facebook group)
Slip End Parish Community is
now on Facebook as well as at
www.slipend.co.uk and
www.slipendparishcouncil.co.uk

Items for the next issue (March) to us by 15th February
(Editor — Keith)
Adverts by 10th please
Any delivery problems? Contact Alan Buttery at 1 Claydown Way
(01582 724527), alanjan4546@gmail.com
Anything interesting to report about village activities, photos, holidays, etc.
Please contact us, letters and e-mails are encouraged.
Views expressed by our contributors are not the Editors’ own.
Articles should be sent by the 15th of the preceding month to the Editor - Alison
Wilson, 23 Claydown Way / Keith Holme, 37 Brickhill or e-Mail
parishnews@slipend.co.uk Advertising queries to Jo Moss 01582484373 or

pnadverts@talktalk.net

Parish News is grateful to our advertisers for their contributions. Please support them.
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Printer - Jiffy Print,

Luton

YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS
Clerk to Parish Council — Peter Segal 526594 (9am to noon weekdays)
clerk@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Paul Cooper - p.cooper@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Sarah Minnighan - s.minnighan@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Carol Beeton - c.beeton@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Carol Brennan - c.brennan@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Trefor Hooker - t.hooker@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Simon Patterson - s.patterson@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
Paul Shaw— p.shaw@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk

07703 599006 (Chairman)
07868 742904 (Vice-chairman)
405597
453049
07773 159275
07767 615714
07957 188947

WHO DO I CALL?
Fly Tipping (CBC) 0300 300 8000 Customer.Services@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Road issues:- www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/reportit
Police
101
Aircraft noise 395382
Airparks 393321
Water leaks 0800 3765325
Cold Calling
0345 4040506
Out of hours noise 0300 300 8098 Street Lighting 0300 300 804

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

07513 37 24 15

Your Central Beds Councillors

Our MP
for Luton South is:Rachel Hopkins
local Labour Party office:3 Union Street Luton LU1 3AN

Contact
details
Cllr Kevin Collins

Email:Cllr Eddie Perry

kevin.collins@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

rachel.hopkins.mp@parliament.uk
or rachel@rachelhopkins.org

eddie.perry@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

SLIP END
VILLAGE HALL

PETER EDWARDS HALL
& PLAYING FIELD
Ideal for children's & adult's parties, meetings, etc.
Kitchen facilities with catering service available
Available for various sports activities
Excellent sports changing facilities
Facilities for the Disabled
For Bookings: please contact
PEHall@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk
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Your Village Hall
for Dances, Receptions & Parties
Facilities for the disabled
For bookings contact
villagehall@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk

or Gill Plummer on 01582 723109

Slip End Garage Ltd





New Cars
Used Car Sales
Repairs
Spares & Service

Markyate Road
Slip End

Sales:
Parts:
Service:

(01582) 456888
(01582) 411421
(01582) 481600

Our Service Centre is
located in Grove Road

Slip End

e-Mail: info@slipendgarage.co.uk
www.slipendgarage.co.uk

Catering for all your motoring needs since 1939
www.slipend.isuzu.co.uk
www.lutoncitroen.co.uk
sales.slipendgarages@imgroup.co.uk
sales@slipendluton.citroen.co.uk
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