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Welcome to the first Parish News of 2022, I hope everyone enjoyed the 

Christmas and New Year period as we waved goodbye to 2021 and all 

silently prayed that 2022 will be the change we so desperately hope it will. 

There has been much going on these past couple of months with Christmas 

and the return of Santa to the Village, this time bringing not just his elves but 

a couple of festive polar bears! I look forward to seeing what he brings with 

him this year! Unfortunately, we also report some sad news of decorations 

being vandalised and stolen from properties (see page 3 for details). 

However, I shall not dwell on negatives (however disappointing these actions 

might be) and prefer to look forward to what the year has to offer. Many of 

the clubs around the Village have again opened up (details on the Gardening 

club and the Photography club can be found in this issue), our local pubs and 

the social club are again open and operating, the local Darts League is 

underway after an annual break due to Covid-19 and seems a semblance of 

ñnormalityò is beginning to show once again. 

At the start of the year I was asked ñWhat is your New Year resolution?ò. I 

thought for some time, perhaps, ñbuy all leftover 2021 calendars and burn 

themò ñRead moreò (mainly this involves turning the subtitles on when 

watching Netflix). ñPut on a full outfit for Zoom callsò (although letôs be real, 

business on top, PJs below never hurt anyone). Then I thought, why make a 

resolution when you can make a prediction, weôve all had a rough couple of 

years, why deny ourselves something just because itôs a New Year? 

So my prediction to look forward to this year is this. We will learn to live with 

Covid-19 and normality will resume, it will be a lovely summer enjoyed with 

friends and I will do all the little things that bring me joy. I think looking 

forward to things and making the most of life is more important than denying 

yourself that glass of wine because you resolved to go on that diet, wouldnôt 

you agree? 

Editorsô Notes 

Mattôs Musing 
 
Itôs been 60 years since the Jetsons first aired, showing us a wacky       
science-fiction world where you could afford a house, two kids and a dog 
with just one job. 

Front cover photo taken by Becky Freeman 
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Christmas was celebrated throughout the Village with some wonderfully 

decorated houses. Sadly, we have to report that at least two homes on 

Markyate Road had their much loved Christmas displays stolen from their 

properties. 

On 28th December the little train, pictured 

below, was pulled  from the wall and taken by 

persons unknown, also on 2nd January the 

huge Santa (that Iôm sure all of you saw 

happily waving to passers by over the Festive 

period) was taken away, again by persons 

unknown.  

Perhaps you saw something on one of those nights if you were travelling 

home late or walking the dog?   

This is certainly not something you would expect to happen in our Village 

and the complete opposite from the festive togetherness that we saw out 

and about on the nights Santa, the bears and elves travelled through the 

Village with the Santa float, collecting for both the Keech Hospice and 

Parish (see page 16 for more details).   

It is saddening that this should happen in the Village at all but particularly 

disappointing at such a joyful time of the year.  

 

Christmas Woe 
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The two latest Parish Council Meetings were held on Monday 6th 

December and Monday 10th January in the Village Hall.  

 

December Meeting  

 

Planning  

No new planning applications were received this month.  

 

Crawley Playground and Youth Shelter  

It was agreed to proceed with repairs to one of the legs of the cradle swing 

that has become loose from its ground fixing. In addition a detached plate 

on the adult gym equipment will be reattached.  

 

Approval of 2022/2023 Parish Council Budget  

An increase in the Council Budget (to Ã59,167) was approved, primality 

due to an increase in the Clerkôs salary and an increase in the Gardening 

Contract as the current Contractor will be retiring in March 2022.  

 

Approval of the 2022/2223 Precept  

The Parish Council Precept is the amount of money the Parish Council 

collects from Residents via their Council Tax.  The Parish Council 

recognises the difficulty some residents face due to the Covid pandemic 

and decided to make the increase lower than current inflation. It was 

agreed to increase the Precept to Ã55,000 which is an increase of 1.9%. 

However, because of an increase in the number of properties in the Parish 

paying Council Tax, the actual increase in Council Tax payable by 

Residents will be lower at 1.1%. This was achieved by making use of some 

of the Parish Council reserves that have been built up over a number of 

years.  
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January Meeting  

 

One planning application was discussed this month:  

CB/21/05403/OUT  

Land adjacent to 128 Front Street, Slip EndðOutline Planning Application 

for three detached dwellings with garages.  

It was agreed to object to this planning application.  

 

Crawley Playground and Youth Shelter  

It was agreed to proceed with a deep clean of the playground and this is 

likely to happen sometime during March.  

 

Gardening Contract  

The Parish Council received four responses to its Request for Quotations 

for a 3 year gardening contract to cover maintenance of Parish Council 

owned land and other miscellaneous activities. It was agreed to award the 

contract to the lowest price bidder and the new Contractor will take over his 

responsibilities in March.  

 

Grove Road Flooding  

A CBC Councillor attended this monthôs meeting and confirmed that initial 

work by CBC to help remedy the flooding in Grove Road for pedestrians 

has been scheduled.  
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The Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS) held their Grand Christmas Party at 
the Village Hall on 8th December, featuring a fantastic raffle and music all 
accompanied by lashings of tea and some scrumptious looking cakes. 
 
The event was greatly enjoyed by all who attended as you can see from the 
photos below. 
 
If you would like to know more about the GNS, you can phone the helpline 
number on 07513 372 415  
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2022 - NEW YEAR RESOLUTION 

 
KEEP YOUR VILLAGE TIDY 

 

Parents regularly remind children to put litter in a 
bin provided or take home. (Plastic bottles and cans  

in a recycling bin) 
 

Teachers regularly remind children to put litter in a 
bin provided or take home. (Plastic bottles and cans 

in a recycling bin) 
 

Residents remove any litter on their garden/frontage  
to prevent blowing onto pathway/road. 

 

Residents try and ensure bin lids close to prevent  
any rubbish/recycling blowing onto pathway/road. 

 

Businesses try and ensure bin lids close to prevent  
any rubbish/recycling blowing onto pathway/road. 

 

Businesses remove any rubbish from frontage to  
prevent blowing onto pathway/road. 

 

Dog Owners. Be responsible and clean up after your  
dog and deposit in appropriate bin provided. 

 
Smokers. Extinguish cigarette when finished and  

    put butt in waste bin or take home. 

 

Your co-operation in these matters would be appreciated.   
 

Thank you 



8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 JOHN SAUNDERS & SON 
Incorporating E. Franklin & Co. 

 FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
48 Duke Street, High Town, Luton 

 

҈ 731696 
 

Day & Night Service 
 

Monumental Services 
Members N.A.F.D.   
 Prepaid Funeral Plans available 

Richard Gurney & Son 
Contracting Services 
Longview, Luton Road, Markyate 

 

Tree Surgeons & Fencing Specialists 
Hedge Trimming & Tree-stump removal 
Wood Chippings (good for mulching) 

Logs for Sale 
 

Tel. (01582) 840407 
Established 1970 - Fully Insured 

For expert advice & trouble shooting 
call Tony Glynos,  458353 or 07792 653264 

tonyglynos@outlook.com 

Problems  
with your  

PC or 
Apple-mac? 

 

PILATES IN SLIP END 

 

Tuesday morning, Peter Edwards Hall 9.30am 
Wednesday evening, Slip End School 7.30pm 
 

All ages & levels catered for. Come & try, first 
class free. 
Introducing the Pilates Reformer Machine. Ideal 
for rehabilitation after injury or surgery.  
Perfect for sport specific training, Pre & Post 
Natal & general fitness. 
For more information contact   07811343566 or 

email:- golf58.ag@gmail.com 

Hydrotech Plumbing 
Your local plumbing and heating engineers: 

¶ Boiler breakdown and servicing 

¶ New Boiler installation 

¶ Landlords gas safety certification 

¶ Gas fire installation and servicing 

¶ All gas and plumbing work undertaken 

¶ Fully insured 

¶ Free quotations 

 MARKYATE based company 

              01582842889    07932796632 

Need a reliable 
Window &  

Carpet Cleaner? 
  

We operate in the  
Slip End area 
For free quotation 
 contact us on 

01462 629302 
07970 406 926 

Karen Jordan 
07970487338 

 

Grass Cutting 
Weeding 
Strimming 

General Tidying 

п Servicing п Bodywork 

п Tyres п MOT 

п Computer Diagnostics  

 

P H SERVICES 
CAR & MOTORCYCLE REPAIRS 

PHILIP HALL 
MECHANIC 

UNIT 3 
MANOR ROAD GARAGE 

CADDINGTON 
 

Office: 01582 722251 
Mobile: 07769 734417 

 

 Damaged bikes wanted for Cash 
Nationwide collection 

e-Mail: philhall1200@btinternet.com  
 

10% Discount with this voucher! 

mailto:tonyglynos@outlook.com


9 



10 

Butterfly Funerals is run by Teresa and Peter who have  
been in the funeral service business for over 30 years.  
During that time they have gained a first class reputation  

for professional quality combined with a caring and compassionate approach 
to family and friends of the departed. 

To find out more or just have a discussion 

on what you need to do after a bereavement  

please call 

01582 968130 

or visit our website: 

www.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.uk 
 

39 Elm Avenue, Caddington 
Luton LU1 4HS 

Services include: 
 

X 24 hour call out 7 days a week 

X Traditional funerals 

X Bespoke funerals Pre-paid funerals 

X Green funerals 

X Memorial consultants 

X Chapel of Rest 

X Home visits 

X Flowers 

X Custom wills 

Caring with Compassion  
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GARDENING CLUB 

We are a small friendly Club which meets five times a year, Monday  
evenings 8pm at the Village Hall and would welcome new members.  
 
The annual membership is very good value at only Ã5 per person.  Visitors 
and Guests are welcome at meetings at a charge of Ã2.   
 
We have Guest Speakers on gardening topics at meetings and organise the 
Village Open Gardens Day and Plant Sale, alternate years.   
 
Any enquiries to Rosemary Wickens 01582 423622. 
 
 

March 
21st Gardening Club, Village Hall, 8pm 

Guest Speaker 
 

June 
20th Gardening Club, Village Hall, 8pm 

 
July 

16th Gardening Club, Village Hall, 8pm 
 

September 
19th Gardening Club, Village Hall, 8pm 

 
November 

21st Gardening Club, Village Hall, 8pm 
 
 
PN Gardening Correspondent 

Monday 21st March 
 

Village Hall, 8pm 
 

Gardening Club  
Guest Speaker 

 
 

New Members Welcome 
Guests/Visitors Ã2 
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New version to in-
sert 
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As another school term draws to a close we are looking back on all we have 

managed to achieve this term. Unfortunately, many of our usual end of term 

festivities had to be adapted or cancelled but we are thankful that many enjoyable 

activities have continued. 

 

The children in our school and federation have continued to be adaptable and 

resilient throughout and we are proud that we have delivered a broad and dynamic 

curriculum for everyone. 

We were very proud of the wonderful Nativity that was edited professionally by one 

of our parents and allowed families to enjoy the traditions of that time of the year. 

Tea towels on heads, tinsel and dressing gowns all made an appearance in our 

production which was shared on social media for all to enjoy. 

 

Although our school Carol Services had to once again be cancelled we were pleased 

to hear that some children took part in the family service at St. Andrewôs Church. We 

are very much looking forward to the opportunity to return to the church and are 

sincerely grateful to all the volunteers who support the school. 

 

We ended the week with a Christmas mufti day, dinner and class parties. We hope 

everyone enjoyed a safe and restful holiday period. See you all in 2022! 

 

Helen Brind, Head of School  
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