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As I write this, the summer, which 

returned for us in early September, seems 

to be turning to the beginnings of Autumn. 

With the season change approaching, I was not too surprised to receive 

items for this issue concerning the Christmas Light Switch on as well as the 

Santa Float!  There are plenty of  other dates for your diary in this monthôs 

issue as well as those.  

It is good to see that the Good Neighbour Scheme has been able to get the 

support to continue with the ñSoup and Sandwichò day through the colder 

weather. It provides a warm space with food, shared with others. Company 

is always good if you are someone who lives alone. 

Residents will have noticed that, following the closure of the Frog and 

Rhubarb, mentioned in the previous issue, we are awaiting the opening of 

some ñfine Indian diningò.  Hopefully we will find out more soon as they 

continue their refurbishment. Also on the subject of changes, the cashpoint 

was removed as it was deemed to be underused. Apparently, Anil has been 

working hard to find a replacement which he hopes will come soon. There 

are not so many places now that actively prefer cash. Some weeks, I find 

myself using none at all. However, we still need access to it for the small 

businesses that  find the charges for using cards prohibitive. 

I have included a short piece of information about the Ashridge Estate. You 

may have noticed that there have been no large events there recently and 

the holiday activities and trails have moved to Dunstable Downs to reduce 

the footfall.. To find out more about the ongoing projects, please see p 28. 

Editorsô Notes 

Help Needed Please! 
Are you computer literate? 

Could you help your community? 
Parish News is in need of another Editor in the new year. 
There are usually two editors who share out the issues 
between them. 
Someone new would be able to join the team of volunteers 
and have time to  learn what we do.  

Please contact us at parishnews@slipend.co.uk 
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Flood  Assistance  
 

With the financial support of Central Bedfordshire Council, Slip End 
Parish Council has acquired items to help residents in case of 
another serious flooding incident.  
   
Most items will be stored in a secure location and when everything is 
fully sorted out we will supply details of key holders who will be able 
to access the items.  
   
In the meantime there are some items we can distribute to residents 
now. These will be for Slip End Parish residents only. Those 
residents living in Caddington Parish should be aware that similar 
funding has been made available to Caddington Parish Council. Just 
as a reminder, Slip End Parish covers Woodside Road and Mancroft 
Road from the junction with Woodside Road to the Cemetery.  
   
The items we plan to make directly available to residents are:  
   
1. Sandbags to hold 12.5Kg of sand. However these will be the bags 
only. Residents will need to fill them with sand themselves.  
   
2. Hydrosnakes 145cms x 25cms. These are designed to absorb up 
to 20 litres of water. It is important they are kept in a dry location so 
they have maximum effect when deployed.  
3. Hydrosacks 60cms x 46cms. Like the Hydrosnakes they are 
designed to absorb up to 20 litres of water and should be stored in a 
dry location for maximum efficiency when deployed.  
   
So if you have been subject to flooding, or you believe you may be 
subject to flooding in the future, please let the Parish Clerk know 
(clerk@slipendparishcouncil.co.uk 07487 850249)  which items you 
would like and in what quantity. In case of over subscription we may 
need to cut back on the quantities requested.  
   
Cllr Sarah Minnighan  
Chairman - Slip End Parish Council  
Tel: 07868 742904  
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Good Neighbour Scheme 

The Good Neighbour Scheme helps many residents of the Parish when they 

need a little assistance or need transportation to appointments. 

To help cover the costs of the bill for the schemeôs mobile phone as well as 

other activities that benefit local residents, the committee runs a Tombola 

stall at the Village Day as well as raffles at other events. 

Simon Patterson  (chairman) reported:- 

The tombola lucky hamper winner was Jevan. The amount raised was Ã320. 

It was very good despite the weather.  

One picture shows just how bad it was at 

one stage. 

There was also a GNS Summer party in 

the hall, which raised Ã130, attended by 

25 clients and 8 volunteers. . It went really 

well with refreshments, bingo and the 

raffle. 
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The Good Neighbour Scheme  
     & St Andrews Church  

announce the return ofé 
 
 
 
 

 

at The Rising Sun 
Tuesdays 12.00pm to 2.00pm 

~~~ 
October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st 
November 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 

December 5th, 12th 
~~~ 

 
Occasional  
Entertainment 

 
~~~ 

 
Ã3 for soup & a sarnie 
Ã1 for tea or coffee 

 
 

If you need a lift call 07513 372415  
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Back after the Summer break 

Councillors met on Monday 4th September, the first 

meeting after the Summer break, ready to go into the last 

quarter of the year.  Over the summer period our Clerk, 

Tracey, has overseen the installation of 3 new Parish 

notice boards.  The old board has been removed from the shop wall and 

the replacement board is now located outside the Village Hall.  If you would 

like to place an advert in any of the notice boards, please contact the Clerk. 

New Dog Bin 

Central Bedfordshire Council has installed a new dog waste bin on 

Markyate Road.  I understand it may not be in exactly the right location, but 

it must be installed on a recognised footpath rather than a newly created 

one by walkers, hence its location.  Please encourage dog walkers to use 

it. 

Fly Tipping 

I have kept in contact with Central Bedfordshire Council over the summer 

about the many fly tips along Woodside Road (9 in one week) and would 

like to thank one of our residents who keeps me regularly up to date with 

his reporting to CBC. 

Again, I would like to reiterate to residents the quickest way to report any 

incidents of fly tipping is using the FixMyStreet app or website.  CBC have 

advised me that their employees will use it to report incidents sent to them 

on email or by phone, so using it yourself cuts out the middleman.  You can 

report anything on it ï potholes, street lights, paving, overgrown verges, fly 

tipping ï the options are there, and it will keep you up to date with progress 

on the incident you report - www.fixmystreet.com 

Good Neighbour Scheme Soup & a Sandwich 

The GNS is restarting the soup and a sandwich initiative at the Rising 

Sun, first day is Tuesday 3rd October 2023, 12pm to 2.00pm.  Thanks 
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to a grant from The Angus Brewer Community Fund the initiative will run 

again from October through to March or April next year.  My thanks in 

advance to Laura at The Rising Sun, and to Carol, Lyn, Nikki, Lorraine, 

Mary and new volunteer Carol Brennan for giving up your time each 

week.  

Residents Parking Scheme 

Councillors will be in discussions with each other to formulate a 

consultation to go out to all residents regarding a potential parking 

scheme within the Parish.  Once the results of the consultation have 

been received and collated and if the overall agreement is that we 

should have a scheme, we can begin discussion with Central 

Bedfordshire Council to come up with a plan to implement such a 

scheme. 

Couple of things to be aware of: 

1)    There will be a cost involved to residents 

2)   There needs to be a large or total majority in agreement to any 

scheme for it to have legs 

3)    Any potential scheme will not be up and running within weeks ï this 

will be a lengthy process 

If you have any suggestions for questions we should ask in our 

consultation please email me by 10th October 2023 latest. 

Next meeting is Monday 2nd October 2023 at 7pm at the Village Hall. 

 Cllr Sarah Minnighan - Chairman 
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1st Woodside Brownies 

Invite you to join them 

on Wednesday 4th October from 6:16pm  

at the Village Hall 

for a MacMillan Coffee Evening 

Tea   Coffee    Cakes         Entertainment     Raffle 

Please support this worthy cause 

Wise Owl 

Crafts for Christmas 

Are you interested in having a stall at the Craft Fayre at Slip End 

Village Hall, to be held on Sunday 10th December. 

If so, please contact Paula on 07419755421 
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Dates for October 

Sun 1st  10:30am Service led by Peter 

Baker  &  Sunday School 

Tues 3rd  Cakes and Company 

Sat 7th  10am Prayer Breakfast 

Sun 8th 10:30am Service    Local 

arrangement led by Vic Holliman 

Sun 15th10:30am Service led by Roger 

Owers  & Sunday School 

Mon 16th 7:30pm Ecumenical Fellowship 

led by Jo Prowse 

Sun 22nd 10:30am Service led by Rev. 

Nigel Bibbings,  ( Holy Communion) 

Wed 25th 7:30pm  Charity Coffee 

Evening  

Sun 29th  No morning service , instead 

please join us:- 

4pm Choir Sings ñThree Wise Camelsò 

followed by a church family tea 

Sat 4th Nov 10am Prayer Breakfast 

Sun 5th Nov 10:30am Service led by 

Chris Berry 

Note:- On Remembrance Sunday (12th 

Nov), there is no service at our church as 

members join together with the Parish 

Churches in either Caddington or Slip 

End. 

 Aley Green Methodist Church 

We had a wonderful Harvest service in 

September, led by our Minister, Nigel 

Bibbings. The Church was decorated 

beautifully with lovely produce and 

donations for the Foodbank. Some of the 

fresh vegetables and fruit were kept for 

the preserve team, including several 

enormous marrows from the allotment. 

The rest was packaged up and delivered to the Luton Foodbank. 

We have had several successful fundraising activities recently for both the 

church and our chosen charities. Thanks must go to the friends and 

members who join us at the church for an opportunity to chat over tea, 

coffee and cakes.  Please join us if you can You will be very welcome. 

Some members ran a preserve stall at the Caddington Village Show on a 

very hot day. Despite the heat, the show was well attended and they raised 

an incredible Ã120. Thank you to all. 

Several members of our Church and community have been ill or in hospital 

recently for various operations. Hopefully they are all on the road to recovery 

and we wish them all well.            God Bless, from everyone at Aley Green 
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GARDENING CLUB 

The Garden visit in August was to Silsoe Village Gardens. The first garden, 

Rose Cottage was a stunning garden surrounding an 1820ôs round thatched 

cottage.  It had traditional style flower beds 

where perennials 

mixed with exotics 

from around the 

world plus a 

sprinkling of 

annuals. There was 

also a large Koi 

pond with waterfall, 

Victorian style 

greenhouse and a 

deep lit well. 

The second garden Alder Wynd was also 

nice to look at but was a smaller modern 

garden, constructed 9 years ago and was 

the runner up in 2 national gardening awards. There was a wide range of 

seasonal perennials, trees and shrubs which gave the garden year round 

appeal. It is notable for its collection of giant hostas, ferns, exotic perennials 

and cannas.  

The final garden visit of the year is to the Celebration Garden at Ayletts 

Garden Centre, St Albans, report next issue. 

 PN Gardening Correspondent  

 

Mon 20th November 
 Village Hall, 8pm 

 

Gardening Club  
 

Guest Speaker -  
Beverley Bond 
òHerbsó  

 

New Members Welcome 
Guests/Visitors Ã2 
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Alder Wynd 
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Message from St Andrewôs 

If youôre sitting comfortably then Iôll begin. Do you recognise the phrase from 

Listen with Mother? Or perhaps you are too young! Perhaps your memories 

of storytelling are from Jackanory or CBeebies Bedtime Stories.   

As you can imagine, the Bible is packed full of stories. Jesus loved a good 

story.  We often refer to them as parables. It is often said that a parable is an 

earthly story with a heavenly meaning. Tennyson called them ñTruth 

embodied in a tale.ò They are a memorable way to explain something ï often 

about the Kingdom of God.  Jesus usually used the ingredients of everyday 

life to tell his parables, such as farming or food or entertaining.  

Aesopôs fables usually conclude with a moral of the story. Sometimes Jesus 

does something similar, ending with a summary or a question, e.g. at the 

end of the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 30-37) he asks, ñwhich 

of these three do you think seemed to be a neighbour to him who fell among 

the robbers?ò and then says, ñGo and do likewise."  

At St Andrewôs we have been hearing quite a few parables from the Gospel 

of Matthew over the last few months. As our sermons open up their meaning 

we hope that we too can ñgo and do likewiseò. Stories are also a key part of 

our Little Stars sessions each Wednesday morning. They are the bones on 

which we hang the Holiday Fun Day (Friday 27th October ï see advert 

elsewhere in this magazineðp 15.) 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan provides a good story to explain the 

rationale for our Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal for which we will be 

preparing shoeboxes on the Fun Day and at the Family Service on Sunday 

29th October. You are very welcome to come along and see how we put the 

lesson of that particular parable into practice, as we do something to help 

our neighbours. If you would like to prepare a shoebox, information is 

available at https://blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal/. If you cannot get to the 

service then contact me on 07841 482119 to arrange an earlier drop off. 

Julie Taylor,  

Reader at St Andrewôs Woodside 
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St. Andrew's Church -  Dates for October 

We are pleased to confirm that the church building continues to be open! 

Most aspects are back to normal but we continue to designate an area at 

the back of church for those wishing to socially distance, and there are Covid 

security measures around the sharing of bread and wine at Communion services. 

However if you would prefer to join the live service virtually, Nick has set up a Zoom 

link which is open to all. You can join by putting in the number 878 5926 2657 and 

the passcode 664663 to Zoom  

Services held at St Andrewôs: 

October 1st 10.30am: Informal Communion   

 

October 8th 10.30am: Morning Praise ï Parable of the vineyard 

 

October 15th 10.30am: Holy Communion  

 

October 22nd 10.30am: Morning Praise 

 

October 27th ï Holiday Club! See Parish News (page 15)  & Notice 

Boards for further details 

 

October 29th 10.30am: Family Service ï Shoebox Sunday  

We are continuing with a monthly Family Service on the last Sunday of each 

month. Of course all ages are welcome to every service, but the service 

content will be especially accessible to all generations at the Family Service. 

 

 

 

Little Stars starts at 10.30am each Wednesday.   

We will be running sessions on 4th, 11th and 18th October, but are 

closed on 25th for half term.   

Kettle goes on at 10am ï turn up whenever suits your little 

oneôs routine.  
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Butterfly Funerals is run by Teresa and Peter who have  
been in the funeral service business for over 30 years.  
During that time they have gained a first class reputation  

for professional quality combined with a caring and compassionate approach 
to family and friends of the departed. 

To find out more or just have a discussion 

on what you need to do after a bereavement  

please call 

01582 968130 

or visit our website: 

www.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.uk 
 

39 Elm Avenue, Caddington 
Luton LU1 4HS 

Services include: 
 

X 24 hour call out 7 days a week 

X Traditional funerals 

X Bespoke funerals Pre-paid funerals 

X Green funerals 

X Memorial consultants 

X Chapel of Rest 

X Home visits 

X Flowers 

X Custom wills 

Caring with Compassion  
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